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A New Mexico man's iong journey through the legal
process for his extensive
rote in a dogfighting net-
work—1from his arrest in
2016 to his guiity plea last
year to his sentencing last
month—raises a logical
question: What happens
to the rescued dogs as the
case is wending its way
through the courts?

Robert Arellano, of Albu-
was sentenced

spanning five states and
the District of Columbia,
mvestigating  agencies,
including the FBI, res-
cued 35 dogs.

What happened next
was a tightly orchestrat-
ed process involving the
U.S. Marshals Service,
animal rescue organiza-
tions, federal agents, and
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€= | The Good News

The Rev Dr Julius

| MU arter
Scripture:  Psalm
66:1-9

This i1s not the psaim
that those who know
me well would asso-
ciate with me. Very
rarely has anyone
ever accused me of
being gushy with
praise! This psalm
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On Monday, July 1,
Dolly Parton’s Imag-
ination Library of
Knox County will de-
hiver thank you cards
and cookies to loca
post office locations
for a job well done on
the occasion of Na-
ticnal Postal Worker
Jay.

The goodie trays
are meant to thank

postal workers for de-
hivering MILLIONS

Late one evening, a se-
ries of mysterious fig-
ures placed powerful
bombs outside nine de-
iberately chosen resi-
dences stretching from
Boston to Cleveland.
A carefully coordinat-
ed campaign of terror
had begun.

of Imagination Li-
brary books. In Knox
County alone, close
to 3 muillion books
have been delivered
since  the program
began in 2005. Every
month, postal work-
ers deliver more than
20,000 books across
e county. They are
directly  responsible
for getting high qual-
1ty books in the hands

see Dotly pg. 3

ages” of 1919
mamiacturer, an im-
migration official,
a mayor, Catholic
priests, and the U .S. at-
torney general.

The furst two bombs
exploded at around
11:15 p.m. on June 2,
1919—a century ago

this month. By 1:00
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County Sheriff’s Office,
today announced the ar-
rest of April L. Finger,
45, of Loudon. An inves-

tigation led to the identi-
fication of five different
instances in which Mg,

Loudon  County
woman 1S charged in
Knox County with doctor
shopping for prescription
drugs, using TennCare as
payment tor the pills.

The Oftice of Inspector
General (OIG), with the

assistance of the Knox

Finger failed to disclose
to her medical providers
that she had been receiv-
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coma g Cab,
Power Windows, Power Locks, Alloy
Wheels, Gas Saver!
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Sear, Leather, Heated & Cooled Seats, Lug-
gage Rack, Power Seats
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ing prescriptions for the
painkillers hvdrocodone
and Tramadol from other
providers, using TennCare
as payment. A review by
the Knox County District
Attorney’s Office led to

See TNcare ctd to pg. 3
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criminal charges for three
counts of TennCare fraud.

“Pharmacists are one of
our greatest community
partners,” Inspector Gen-
eral Kim Harmon said.
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Notice: The Daily Edition does not knowingly accept fraudulent or misiead.
ing materials. The Daily Edition cannot guarantee the validity of offerings or
statements contained herein. All liability for the contents of all advertising, and
f@r any claims that may arise therefrom, is the responsibility of the advertiser or
its agency. The Daily Edition reserves the right io reject, edit, or abbreviate any
advertisement submitted. Advertising is accepted with the understanding that all
tability for all copyright violations is the sole responsibility of the advertiser.
Photographs, artwork and other copy submitted for publication is considered
the sole property of the advertiser. The Daily Edition will make every effort but

. will not be liable for failure to publish and ad or for fypographical and layout
errors. All statements and information about highlights featured items, letters to
the editor, herein are those solely given to the interviewer or writer and the Dail y
Edition assumes no responsibility of the accuracy or validity thereof. The Dail y
Edition will gladly reprint at no charge that part of an advertisement in which an
error occurs provided a claim is made within 3 days of the first publication of the
ad. Information contained in the Wazzup is received anonymousiy and the Daily
Edition assumes no responsibility for information and reserves the ri ght to edit
or reject any and/or all submissions. The Daily Edition is a daily newspaper of
general circulation in Loudon County defined under TCA, 2-1-104{a)(13).
he Daily Edition also serves Monroe, Knox, Anderson, Roane and Blount coun-
ties and serves 30,000 readers weekly. Send mail to PO Box 1240. Lenoir City
TN 37771.865-771-2249. email: dan1204us@yahoo.com
The Daily Fdition is Loudon County’s premier public interest and paid advertising paper. The
Daily Edition is produced and published daily Monday through Friday and is circulated throtigh-
out Loudon County and parts of Monroe and Knox Counties. Display advertising rates $5.00 per
column inch and quantity discounts available. Call for information on upcoming promotons and

evenis.
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TNeare ctd from pg.

“Tennessee pharmacists
have first-hand knowl-
edge and are willing to

assist law enforcement
in combatting the opioid
Crisis.”

District Attorney Gen-
eral Charme P. Allen is
prosecuting.  TennCare
fraud is now a Class D
felony punishable by up
to four years in prison.
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The OIG, which is sep-
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arate
began full operation in
February 2005 and has
imvestigated cases lead-
ing to more than $3
million being repaid to
TennCare, with a total es-
timated cost avoidance of
more than $163.6 million
tor TennCare, according
to latest figures. To date,
3,097 people have been

charged with TennCare
fraud.

e

ST
et e
N ﬂ-::lk 3 ?

-,

i o R R
I.'E'I %\h‘ SR RN

e e
e
2y

kT

TR

R

.".-.?:F.:.-.*.:-:.'-:;:.:r-'Er.'i"--'.-'.':l:l'l:m:ﬁ'm-{r-"a..':ﬁmf-ﬁ',‘r‘-t"u!'ﬂ-:"-t-::mr.n::.‘ﬂ-‘:'J:!-iﬂ-:ﬂ-‘:'qn;*Jir..--.;'.-:-,#':.-.--i.-.'.&;ﬂ#mﬂﬁﬂmm&uﬁ;ﬁﬂun\wnﬁmwmﬂ. -

from TennCare, Dolly

i Ty o R e L i 2 B e T T g T e P i e Y e T DA S T L T o e Tk e — —
AF

in

44
i,

SR LEHA PR 4 T

T
]

TP W ) KT A

""—-1-.5::-\1FH:'MM#?MEW\EWMH-M& ;

I

Page 3 ¢ Daily Edition July 3, 2019

of children so families can
read together. Volunteers
and board members will
deliver cookies donated by
Sam’s Club.

T'he program, adminis-
tered by the Knox County
Public Library, is asking
families to join the cele-
bration by decorating their
own thank you cards to
place in their mailbox on
July 1. Imagination Li-
brary wants everyone who
receives their books to let
postal workers know how
much they appreciate their
hard work.

“We just want our mai
carriers to know that they
are a very important part of
the effort to raise literacy
rates in Tennessee,” com-
mented Knox County May-
or Glenn Jacobs. “The first
step is getting books in the
hands of children, and the
Postal Service literally does
that. Imagination Library is
a success in large part be-
cause of this great partner-
ship with the Post Office.
Thank you.” *
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recovered dogs screened, treat-
ed, rehabilitated when feasible.
and, if appropriate, adopted out
to new families as soon as pos-
sible.

Most dogs found in fighting op-
erations used to be euthanized,
in part because they could not
be adopted until a criminal case
ran its lengthy course, leaving
the animals to languish. But in
recent years, the recovery and
placement process has been
streamlined by using a legal
technique commonly associated
with drug dealers, fraudsters,
and terrorist financiers—civil
forfeiture, in which property in-
volved in a crime can be legally
seized before an indictment or
a conviction (in this case, the
dogs).

“Typically, when you're dealing
with cash or jewelry or some
other inanimate object, it doesn’t
matter if you wait until the end
of the criminal case to deal with
1t,” said Mary Hollingsworth, an
attorney with the Wildlife and
Marine Resources Section in
DOJ’s Environment and Natu-
ral Resources Division (ENRD).
“Dogs may start to decline phys-
ically and psychologically ajbt/er
about six months, even in the
pest shelter setting. They are not
meant to be in cages with Iimited
human interaction and exercise
for long periods of time.”
Federai enforcement of dog-
fighting falls under the Animal
Fighting Prohibition Enforce-
ment Act of 2007, which targets
individuals directly involved in
animal blood sports and prohib-
its interstate trafficking of ani-
mals for fighting. In 2014, fed-
cral animal protection statutes
were added to ENRD’s portfolio.
The division quicklg established
best practices, including using
civil torfeiture laws to expedite
the care of seized dogs while
ensuring property owners are
afforded an expedient opportu-

nity to assert their interest in the

See Dogs ctd. to pg. 5

The Mayor and Board of Aldermen for
he City of Philadelphia will meet in their

aam i m wilh

regular monthly meeting on Monday,
July 15,2019 at 7:00 p.m. at the United
Methodist Church of Philadelphia
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The force of the ex-
plosions, each fueled
by around 20 pounds
of dynamite, was mas-
sive. bkntire neighbor-
hoods were shaken by
the blasts. Homes were
destroyed or badly
damaged. Many win-
dows were completely
blown out. Flying glass
and debris wounded
several people, includ-
ing a young girl. One
night watchman was
Killed.

In the nation’s capital,
Attorney General A.
Mitchell Palmer and
hus wife Roberta were
lucky to escape. They
were upstairs when a
huge explosion rocked
their home. The bomb-
er was not so fortunate.
His device went off too
early as he approached
the front door, killing
him nstantly.

1he June 2 bombings
were hardly the first of
their Kind.

In late Apnl,

bombs
mailed to
around three dozen
government and busi-
ness leaders nation-
wide, including a Bu-
reau agent. Alert postal
workers  intercepted
many of the packages,
but a housekeeper In

THE

EE%_EE"SEE%% as_&ee_e
Fritiay is Fried Fish
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Geor: gla had her hands
blown off after open-
1mg one of the parcels.
Simitar bombings had
also taken place across
the country in previous
months: one killed 10
poiice detectives. Al-
though 1t was thought
the wvarious attacks
might be related, a
widespread conspiracy
could not be proven.
Who was behind this
wave of attacks? All
signs pointed to anar-
chists, a group of radi-
cals who wanted to get
rid of capitalism, orga-
nized religion, and gov-
emment itself. Violence
and bloodshed were
their main weapons.
Over they years, anar-
chists had gone so far
as to kill several world
leaders, including U.S.
President William
McKinley in 1901.

At the time of the 1919
attacks, the Bureau of
Investigation, the fore-
runner of today’s FBI,
was just over a decade
old. It had limited re-
sources and was filled
fargely with 1inexpe-
rienced  investigators;
most of the tools and
technologies that we
associate  with mod-
ern-day policing —
many pioneered by the
FBl—had yet to be in-
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ings, Attorney General
Palmer sprung info ac-
tion, putting significant
resources nto finding
those responsible for
what he and others
calied the “outrages.”

He named William Fly-

nn, former head of the
U.S. Secret Service, to
lead the Bureau.

Flynn began work im-
mediately, convening
a conference of federal
and local law enforce-
ment officials to coor-
dinate efforts. He also
fraveled to Philadel-
phia and New York to
parcel out leads based
Incoming evidence.
Much of that evidence
came from the D.C.
explosion. Investi-
gators  painstakingly
traced what was left
of the bomber and his
effects—train  fticket
stubs, bits of clothing,
and more.

1wo clues proved most
useful. Scraps of a
pink flyer titled “Plain
Words” —an anarchist
call to action linguis-
tically linked to the
Italians— weie  found
scattered nearby and
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al every bomb site.
Alsc located was a
piece of the bomber’s
scalp. The thick, dark
hair helped investiga-
tors figure out that the
D.C. bomber almost
certainly was Carlo
Valdinoci, a young
Italian anarchist.

Agents and police
also conducted many
iterviews,  worked
with mfermants and
drew links to the 11-

medem day FBI

e e gty ke o T e N e g e o

tional Secerity threats.
At the same time, Flynn
brought in a 24-year-
old Justice Department
lawyer named J. Edgar
Hoover to run a new
division of intelligence.
Within  five  years,
Hoover would take the
helm of the Bureau,
ushering in a series of
reforms that created the

e T L T ey AT S Lo e B e T AT ,.,r....r

A merican iegwn

tended targets, all of 085 256 extends

whom had angered
anarchists in some re-
spect.

No other bombers
were directly iden-
tified. The anarchist
movement 1n the U.S.
lost steam, and the
threat faded as the
nation turned its eyes
toward the “normal-
cy” President Harding
had promised in his
campaign for presi-
dent.

in both the short and
long run, the attacks
nad a profound im-
pact on the Bureau.
The organization
* gained new resources
and valuable experi-
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animals. In some cases,

criminal suspects simply
relinquish thetr dogs upon
arrest or shortly thereafter,
“If we have to go through
the civil forfeiture pro-

cess 1n doglighting cases,

it takes on average about
three to four months,” said
Hollingsworth. ;
significantly shorter than
the crimmnal forfeiture
rocess, which addresses
orfetture only after con-
viction or through plea
negotiations.”

Almost 1,000 dogs have
been seized through
ENRD’s civil forfeiture
process in the past three
years, Hollingsworth said.
Bl operations involving
animal seizures are- well
lanned, with ENRD
awyers and the U.S.
Marshais—who contract
with animal rescue orga-
nizations— notified well
in advance so they are
prepared {0 sweep 1n af-
ter arrests. The process
allows for qualified ven-
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dors who specialize in

animal care anpi man-
agement 1o assist with -
the on-site seizure of the

animals; provide veter:
inarian care, kenneling,
and adoption services:
and support investiga-
tors and prosecutors on
their case. Meanwhile,
ENRD  works closely
with federal agencies,
such as the FBI, to ef-
ficiently complete the
forfeiture so the adop-
fion process can start.

That’s how Laura Don-
aldson ended up with
SIX puppies to foster in
2016. They were among
64 dogs seized from
10 homes in Illinois as
part of a coordinated
operation by the FBI’s
Quad-Cities Federal
Gang Task Force and
the Rock Island Police
Department. A rescue
orgamzation took cus-
tody of all the dogs, and
the six littermates were
taken in by Donald-
son, a veterinary tech-
nician with a soft spot
for big dogs. She said
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the puppies were only
three weeks old when
she got them. They were
offspring of another res-
cued dog who had been
groomed to fight and had
to be euthanized. Donald-
son spent a few months
socializing the puppies
with her other four dogs
and a neighbor’s large
family. She was able fo
find adoptive homes for
the dogs while they were
still pu]ppies because of
the civil forfeiture.

A pit bull terrier recov-
ered during a 2016 opera-
tion against a dogfi gEting
ring mn IHlinois had six
puppies, who were put
up for adoption in a time-
ly manner thanks to civil
torfeiture laws aimed at
animal welfare.

Asset Forfeiture: Cage in
Dogtighting Operation

A dog recovered from an
[llinois dogfighting ring
was Kept in a container
in the basement of a res-
idence that was part of an
FBI task force investiga-
tion in 2016.

A pit bull terrier IECOV-
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ered during the operation
had six puppies shortly
after her rescue. She had
{0 be euthanized, but the
puppies were put up for
adoption in a timely man-
ner thanks to civil forfei-
ture laws aimed at animal
wellare,

“They’re just happy little

guys :'?

who kept one of the pup-
pies. She named him PorE—
chop; he’s now 3 years old
and weighs 60 pounds. “I
certainly was very happ
when things went thmugg
quickly.” Three years later
she still gets pictures and
notes from the families
of her former foster
“They’ve all turne
great,” she said.
Animal welfare experts
and law enforcement of-
ficials say dogfighting is
more common than most
Eeople
y the American Soci-
ety for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals (ASP-
CA) indicated that half of
taw enforcement officers
nationwide
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said Donaldson, pringtield

dinator during

and seizure.

began tracking
ups.
out

offenses like
ating a category
the Bureau’s

Incident-Based
think. A 2015 poll

encountered

dogfighting—a felony in

all 50 states—in their line
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of work. FBI investiga-
tions, meanwhile, have
shown there is often a
nexus with other forms of
criminal activity, such as
drug dealing or gambling.
“It's very organized and
very underground,” said
Samantha Maxwell .
special agent in the FBI’s
(IHinois)
rield Office, who was the
FB1 gang task force coor-
the 2016
mvestigation. The U.S.
Marshals and the ASPCA
managed the dogs’ rescue

in January 2016, the FBI
crimes
against animals the same
way it tracks other felony
homicide
and kidnappings. By cre-
within
National
Report-
Ing System (NIBRS), law
enforcement agencies can
get a better handle on the
problem—and how to as-
sign resources to it. The
most recent NIBRS re-
port for 2017 shows more
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tattonship with God
i those terms. We
tend 1O sec ourseives
as the recerver of
blessings: we ask for
them, we give thanks
for them, we lament
when they are absent
in our hives. Yet, the
psalmist exhorts us,
God, O

“Biess our {3
peoples.” |
So what would 1t

mean for us t0 bless
God 1in and with our

lives? Perhaps we
would see God’s
place in our life as
eSS transactional
and more relation-
al. Blessing would
become iess of a
“thing” we give or

oet and more an ex-

live 1n 1intimate rela-
tronship with God.

Prayer: Gracious
God, help us to

bless you with ev-
ery breath of our be-
ing, whether we are
young, old, or any-
where in between.
Amen.
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than 3,200 animal crueity
incidents were repor ted
during its first vyear of
data collu,tion.
The ncreased focus on
animal cruelty has resuit-
ed In more mosccutmm
and forfeitures and closer
relationships between the
agencices dealing with it
“AS S00N as we Kknow
there are going to be dogs
involved 1n a takedown.
we reach out to ENRD

}qua ceal In the FBRI's Co-
mbia (South Carol 1Nna)
Fleld Office, which has
led a series of takedowns
of dogfighting ventures in
recent w;: ars. In one case
tast year, agents serzed 13
dogs, cash, and doglighl-
ing paraphernalia at a Co-
lumbia man’s house. He
was sentenced in Febru-
ary to lwo years in prison.
Roth sard BENRi)'s civil
forfetture process, which
is parallel to the criminal
pIOSLLLUO‘}S has vastly
improved getling seizea
dogs thmucrh th(, system

in a timely way. “As more
cases happen, they're

figuring out the more ef-
fluent and betier ways {0

Roth said. “This 18
.-;11 Jmt for the better wel-
farec of the ammals. Be-
cause the more efficiently
we can get through this
process, the quicker these
does can get adopted out

{0 better homes.” 1 o e
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