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i Sexual Assault Kit Initiative
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he effort to address been discovered about
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sault Kkits nationwide many sexual offenders
has led to tens of thou- g5 thousands of cases
sands of long-shelved are added into the FBI’
Kits being tested over national DNA and vio-
the last several years. lent crime databases.

The FBI Laboratory As we mark April

alone.tested more than Sexual Assault Aware-

3,000 kits inafour-year ness Month, the find-
cifort to assist state and  ings offer important in-

local agencies. sights into the nation’s

T_he work being done  most underreported vi-
to Inventory and test olent crime.

the evidence kits is one  — - .
part of the story. The
Samantha Skipper see Knife pg.S§ other part is what has
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NVhat Testing Backlogged Sexual Assault Kits is
Teaching Law Enforcement About the Crime

Sexual assault Kkits
are created when a
victim reports an as-
sault to authorities and
consents to allowing a
trained nurse or physi-
cian to gather physica
evidence from his or
her body and clothing.

These kits may end
up sitting untested by

abs or not submitted
for testing for a num-
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Kiat o and Poss. Of Du Para. made contact with the driv- vehicle and was searched

. o H Jeputy Charlie Huskins  er John Smith and he stated for weapons Deputy lo-

g)hlé Sg‘”ffhﬁt 30{ Burton 1 "0, was dispatched to he had a flat on the inter- cated a glass pipe in Smith

hoaﬁ ; We,ihwaﬁ’* / SW?S a vehicle parked facing the state and got off the ramp left pocket, Smith stated

?D:;?Risai:” ool %ﬂ .:nd wrong way on I-75 North and was waiting on his he found the pipe. Dep-
. . ¢ ‘ aD- 7 | . .

Poss. Of Drug Para. Earl gCl Ol 1amp When Dep- brother to come help him uty also located a white

[ : .
Smith. 33. Kimbal Lane uty arrived on scene he change the flat. Deputy crystal substance in Smith

made contact with a black ask Smith to step out of the Flat ctd. to pg. 3
vehicle facing the wrong

way on the ramp. Deputy
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Notice: The Daily Edition does not knowmﬂy accept fraudulent or mislead-
ing materials. The Daily Edition cannot guarantee the validity of offerings or
statements contained herein. All liability for the contents of all advertising, and
tfor any claims that may arise therefrom, is the responsibility of the advertiser or
its agency. The Daily Edition reserves the right to reject, edit, or abbreviate any
advertisement submitted. Advertising is accepted with the understanding that all
Liability for all copyright violations is the sole responsibility of the advertiser.
Photographs, artwork and other copy submitted for publication is considered |
the sole property of the advertiser. The Daily Edition will make every effort but &
will not be liable for failure to publish and ad or for typographical and layout |
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lave A Desire For Health & Wealt
- (et Started Today
ealing With Hemp CBD

CBD Oil is known to have healing qualities for many

¥

go to www.SunshineHope myCTFOCBD.com or
call with questions 865-640-2038. If costs nothing to

or reject any and/or all submissions. The Daily Edition is a daily newspaper of
general circulation in Loudon County defined under TCA 2-1-104(a)( 13).
| 1'he Daily Edition also serves Monroe, Knox, Anderson, Roane and Blount coun-
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; . . . : _ ' ﬁ errors. All statements and information about highlights featured items, letters to g

§ allments mdudmg C&HCEE’, MS , Migfﬂiﬂﬁsg Fﬁbmmyaﬁ- | f#the editor, herein are those solely given to the interviewer or writer and the Daily!

L . : - | || Edition assumes no responsibility of the accuracy or validity thereof. The Daily §
2 o ; . . , Y

gla and mOE'e &HCE has no hﬁarmmb Sl'de effects. You can | i Edition will gladly reprint at no charge that part of an advertisement in which an !

E | beCome a distributor of this life SavIng p}‘ggjﬂ@t as well § lerror occurs provided a claim is made within 3 days of the first publication of the!
’ : . , : . g ad. Information contained in the Wazzup is received anonymously and the Daily f
| 1o find out more or o g@’i Slgned up as a (%ESH'EEJUEOE' ; Edition assumes no responsibility for information and reserves the right to edit §

: :

‘hecome a distributor and you will also receive 2 FREE] & ties and serves 30,000 readers weekly. Send mail to PO Box 1240, Lenoir City |
: _ _ - TN 37771.865-771-2249. email: dan1204us@ yahoo.com
- Websites with no fees to get you started | || The Daily Edition is Loudon County’s premier public interest and paid advertising paper. The
E T ; - & Daily Editionis produced and published daily Monday through Friday and is circufated through-
: il N - W ! ¢ | out Loudon County and parts of Monroe and Knox Counties. Display advertising rates $5.00 per

column inch and quantity discounts available. Call for information on upcoming promotions and
CVenis.
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advised Richard McCullum

held a knifte to her neck. Vic-
tim stated she tried several

Street. Upon arrival Off

call of a domestic at Summer
spoke with the v

Assault. Officer

charged with
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Fl
ber of reasons, accord-
ing to Angela William-
son, senior forensic
policy adviser with the
Bureau of Justice As-
sistance (BJA), which
1s leading the sexual
assault kit initiative.
Many jurisdictions
have backlogs going
back to the decades
before DNA profiling
was well developed.
Still other kits have
gone untested due to
limited law enforce-
ment and iab resources,
victims  withdrawing
from the process, or
lack of training and
understanding among
law enforcement per-
sonnel.
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he City of Philadelphia May-
m and Board of Aldermen wm
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million in grants for the
kit initiative between
2015 and 2018 to doz-
ens of state and local
jurisdictions; the agen-
cy will award another
$48 million in grants
this year to confinue to
chisel away at the prob-
lem.

Since 2015, the pro-
gram has inventoried
61,134 kits and sent
44,952 for testing. Of
the 39,565 kits that
could be tested to com-
pletion, 13,521 pro-

duced a DNA profile
of high enough quality
that 1t could be entered
imto the FBI's Com-
bined DNA Index Sys-

tem (CODIS) forensic
database.

monthly meeting on Monday
ril 8, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. lo-
caﬁed at the United Methodist
Chmch of Philadelphia.
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BJA awarded $159

When the 13 521 kits
were entered into CO-
DIS, 6,366 matched to
an entry already there.
A CODIS entry is only
created when an in-
dividual or his or her

DNA 1s linked to an al-

-leged crime.
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The FBI Laboratory
tested 3,610 kits and
uploaded 1,965 entries
into CODIS. “In 829
of those, there was a

match to someone in
the database or to an-

other sample in the da-
tabase.” said Heather
LaSalle, a forensic ex-
aminer with the FBI's
DNA Casework Unit.
LaSalle stressed that a
hit in CODIS is an in-
vestigative lead only,
but those leads can
connect cases and of-
fenders.

“When you test so
many kits at the same
time, you can see how
much serial offending
1S going on,” said Ra-
chel Lovell, a senior
research associate at
Case Western Reserve
Untversity and the lead

research partner on the’

BJA grants received

9041 Em@‘me Park BH mm
Knoxville, TN. 3‘7923

) ﬂmﬂﬂmmmf&m&”fm&rm*mnwm&Mt#mprmm LI

e iR, P A T e A T . ST P T O S P T i e I Bl T e L (g I O S e A e Fom i, M T

A A A O NI o W o HGE s P
h

T

by Ohio’s Cuyahoga
County. “We saw se-
rial offenders who are
frequently assaulting
strangers and non-
strangers,” she added.

The wvast majori-
ty of sexual assault
victims know their
assailants, but Lovell
stresses that even if
the victim names his
or her offender, the
DNA 1s still worth
taking and testing.
“Someone’s  known
offender could be
someone else’s un-
known offender.”

said Carey Aldridge,
of

the coordinator
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Kentucky’s sexual as-
sault kit initiative

“When you test so
many kits at the same
{ime, you can see how
much sertal offending
IS going on.”

Rachel Lovell, se-
nior research associate,
Case Western Reserve
University

One kit submitted
to the FBI Lab by the
bBverett (Washington)
Police Department in
2016 linked the DNA
gathered from the
victim to the host of
a 2010 holiday party
at which the woman

see I¥BI ctd. to pg. 5
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reported being raped.
Two weeks after that
report was made, the
party host was arrested
tor assaulting another
woman 1n the restroom
of a bar. When the FBI
Lab tested the first vic-
tim’s kit six years later,
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backlog of more than

3,000 kits in response
to 2016 legslation;

Kentucky and other
states are finding that
individuals who com-
mit sexual assaults
often commit more
than one sexual as-
sault-and not only do
these offenders often

many, many years mis-
characterized  rape,”
said Gretchen Hunt, ex-
ecutive director for the
Office of Victim Advo-
cacy with the Kentucky

FBI ctd to pg. 7
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tigation the female
was later identified
as Samantha Skip-
per. Several witness-

es identified Skipper

as the female chas-
ing the victim with a
knite. Officer made
contact with the vic-
ttim who stated he
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a plece of tile and
threw it through the
driver side window
causing the gjass
to break. The knife
was located in the
nhome where Skip-
per and victim lives
as a coupie. Saman-

Page 5 ¢ Daily Edition ¢ April 05 2019

he man had alread - ' A tha Skipper was
Leen celeased from risy- assault more victims, ~amantha Skipper, tried to leave and placed under arrest.
dIromp they are often linked 32, 2nd Ave West gki ked
on after serving time for y arc olten Jnke - . skipper  picked up
the second assault to other violent and/or Lenoir City, was pe oo
Another kit the FR] Property crimes. charged with Ag- '
tested in 2017 from . LheKentuckystudy gravated Assault

a 2011 Fayetteville,
North Carolina, case
linked the DNA to a
man who was In prison
for a 2016 kidnapping,
robbery, and rape. A kit
tested by another lab
also linked the man to a
1998 assault. The delay
in processing the evi-
dence was devastating
and costly.

That cost, in dollars
and to lives, 18 some-
thing Kentucky has
been working to under-
stand as It tests a state

ﬁmﬁm
E@mﬁ@ﬁ Qammy BOKE

found that the cost to
society of not testing
the kits is far great-
er than the expense
the state would face
i fuily funding its
crime lab. “We know
that rapists are often
serial criminals,” re-
searchers wrote In
the report. ““Someone
willing to commit vi-
olent, intimate crimes
against another per-
son poses ‘the highest
risk to other persons
and property

Board Meeting
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April 11, 2019 at7 pm
Courthou.se Annpex

“Director of Schools Contract will be
Considered”
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Criminal Imper-
sonation, and Van-
dalism. Officer S.
Runyan LCPD, was
dispatched to the
are of D Street and
2nd Ave to a call
of a armed female
possibly chasing a
male down the road
with a large knife.
Upon arrival Officer
made contact with a
female and several
citizens standing in
the road at the cor-
ner of 2nd Ave and
D street. Several cit-
izens pointed at the
female and cont

was made with her
Officer ask for a date
of birth. Female stat-
ed her name was Sar-

ah. After an inves-
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Attorney  (General’s
Oftfice. She added that
he assumption was
hat 1f it happened in
a tamiliar setting—if
it was someone the
person knew—that it
was somehow less se-
rious. The reality, bom
out by the data, is that
sexual assault is a vio-
ent crime, committed
by an individual who
is likely to be violent
Agaln.

Another  powerful
tool  supporting the
ettort 1s the FBI's Vi-
olent Crime Appre-
ension Program (Vi-
CAP), which can help
in cases where there
1S no DNA or if cases
are linked by DNA but
there is not yet a name
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attached. VICAP al- better picture, it’s just information and fol-

ows for agencies to

;]

capture  descriptions
of suspects, vehicle in-
formation, incident ac-
counts, and other data
that can help connect
cases.

Kentucky 1s one
state that has volun-
teered to enter the
information from its
sexual assault  Kkits
mto ViCAP: the BJA
program nOw 1equires
it of grant recipients.
Aldridge says using
VICAP 1s just good
policy for Kentucky:
“We are a poor state.
We don’t have a lot of
resources. We are try-

Ing to work smarter.”

the tip of the iceberg,”
said Lovell. “These
victims reported an
submitted to a sexual
assault kit being col-
lected. Two thirds of
victims don’t report,
and our data suggest
that only about half of
those who report get a
sexual assault kit.”
Experts agree that the
primary lesson learned
trom the backlog is that
law enforcement should
investigate each inci-
dent of reported sexual
assault with vigor and
care, which requires
reform beyond the lab
work and data entries.

“It’s not sufficient

“One of the most just to test—depart-

frightening things is
that although these
data give us a much

e, e s -

-y

)

%
3
3

ments need (0 do
something with the

low up,” said Angela

Wilhhlamson, the BJA
policy adviser. The
BJA grants provide as
much funding for pros-
ecutions and investi-
gations as they do for
testing. The grants also
require that recipients
institute organizational
changes to prevent the
packlog from building
up again. In addition,
agencies  nationwide
are emoracing the need
for first responders to
oe better trained in sex-
ual assault response,
how victims respond
to trauma, and how (o
institute a victim-cen-
tered approach In ev-
ery step of an investi-
gation.

“It’s great to
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many  junsdictions
saying, "We may not
have done this the best
way before, but we
are doing something
about it now, 7 said
Lovell. “Such change

1S happening,” echoed
Williamson.
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Somic In ]
City is looking
for some help. If
you are immterest-
ed please apply
1n person at 1000,
. E.Broadway !
iLenoir City or
Call 365-936-
2266.

erious Inquiries
only please.
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