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Multiple Medical Professionals Among 60 Charged with Facilitatin
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Executive Assistant Director Amy Hess speaks at an April 17,2019 press conference in Cin-

cinnati were charges against 60 defendants were announced as part of an Appalachian Region-
al Prescription Opioid (ARPO

Ariel Richmond
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Verse of the Day

The LORD works righ-
teousness and justice

for all the oppressed.
— Psalm 103
Wazzup

LC Parks and Rec Egg
Hunt is Saturday at
Ipm!

¥

Strike Force takedown.
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egional Prescri
pioid Strike Force Takedown includes Charges
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against 8 Health Care Professionals in East TN

(senera
nd De-
partment of Health and
Human Services (HHS)
Secretary Alex M. Azar
1, together with multiple
law enforcement partners,
today announced enforce-
ment actions involving 66
charged defendants across
11 federal districts, includ-
ing 31 doctors, 7 pharma-
Cists, 8 nurse practitioners,
and 7 other licensed medi-
cal professionals, for their
alleged participation in the
illegal prescribing and dis-
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Event at LC Park!
9

Today: Rain. High of 70F.
‘Tonight: Ramn. Low of 51F
Saturday: Rainy and cold.
Highof 51F

Saturday night: Rain. Low
of 45F.

Rain. 1

Sunday:

Aries 3/21-4/19
You often

run ahead of
demonstrating

the pack

w of today, it is with a special;

prefer 1o

your
ways a Great Sunday: Rain. High of brave self-reliance. How-
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tributing of opioids and
other dangerous narcotics
and for health care fraud
schemes. In addition,
HHS announced today
that since June 2018, it
has excluded over 2.000
individuals from partici-
pation in Medicare, Med-
icald, and all other Feder-
al health care programs,
which includes more than
650 providers exclud-
ed for conduct related

ik o mﬂ‘mJWMEWiﬂﬁﬁ

ever, when you reach out)

Qo T do rk Lo A T o

purpose in mind. Includ-}
ing others 1 your plans;

B

upbeat company,

hali motivated by you
(Continued on page 6) j
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to opioid diversion and
aopuse. Since July 2017,
DEA has issued 31 imme-
diate suspension orders,
129 orders to show cause,
and recetved 1386 surren-
ders for cause nationwide
for violations of the Con-
trolled Substances Act.
“The opioid epidemic
ts the deadliest drug crisis
in American history, and
Appalachia has suffered
the consequences more

See Opioid P.4
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FBI Executive Assistant Di-
rector Amy Hess is joined
by partner agency oificials
at a press conterence in Cin-
cinnatl where charges were
announced against 60 defen-
dants as a result of a take-
down by the Appalachian
Regional Prescription Opi-
o1d (ARPO) Strike Force.

The FBI and Department
of Justice today announced
criminal charges against 60
detendants—including 53
doctors, pharmacists, nurse
practitioners, and other
medical professionals who
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2007 Ford F150 Worker Spec:al Long Bed
Alloy Wheels, Low Miles, New Tires, Tow
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| 2014 J‘eep Grand Cherokee Leai'her;, Sun-
roof, V8 Power, 4x4, Loaded, NAY, ﬁl[oy
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allegedly gave thousands

.

of oproid prescriptions to
addicted patients, essential-
ly acting as their patients’
drug dealers. The effort is
the largest law enforcement
action to date against illegal
Opioid prescrivers, officials
said. ._

The arrests and charges
are among the first cas-
es brought against medi-
cal providers as part of the
Appalachian Regional Pre-
scription Opioid (ARPO)
Strike Force, a team of fed-
eral imvestigators and pros-
ecutors who are working
to investigate illegal opioid
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1991 Baylner Cobra Pristine Condition, Tested & Rurs, |
Troling Motor; Depth Finder; Mulfiple Seater
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201} Hyundai Vemm 3rd Raw; Beautiful
Leather & Trim To Match, A/C, PW, PL, PS,
Spacious
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prescription distribution in
the areas of the country hard-
est hit by opioid addiction

“Using the strike force mod-
el, we have now focused our
resources on a region of the
country which arguably has
suffered the most from egre-
gious prescription opioid di-
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Notice: The Daily Edition does not knowingly accept fraudulent or mislead-
ing materials. The Daily Edition cannot guarantee the validity of offerings or
statements contained herein. Al liability for the contents of all advertising, and
- for any claims that may arise therefrom, is the responsibility of the advertiser or
. 1ts agency, The Daily Edition reserves the right to reject, edit, or abbreviate any
advert:sement submitted. Advertising is accepted with the understanding that all
liability for all copyright v:olatmns is the sole responsibility of the advertlser
Photographs, artwork and other copy submitted for publication is considered
the sole property of the advertiser. The Daily Edition will make every effort but
will not be liable for failure to publish and ad or for typographical and layout
| errors. All statements and information about highlights featured items. letters to
the editor, herein are those solely given to the interviewer or writer and the Dail y
| idition assumes no responsibility of the accuracy or validity thereof. The Daily
| Edition will gladly reprint at no charge that part of an advertisement in which an
terror occurs provided a claim is made within 3 days of the first publication of the
| ad. Information contained in the Wazzup is received anonymously and the Daily
. bdition assumes no responsibility for information and reserves the right to edit
or reject any and/or all submissions. The Daily Edition is a daily newspaper of
general circulation in Loudon County defined under TCA 2-1-104(a)(13).
{I'he Daily Edition also serves Monroe, Knox, Anderson, Roane and Blount coun-
ties and serves 30,000 readers weekly. Send mail to PO Box 1240, Lenoir City
TN37771.865-771-2249. email: dan1204us@yahoo.com
The Daily Edition is Loudon County’s premier public interest and paid advertising paper. The
Daﬂy Edition 1s produced and published daily Monday through Friday and is circulated through-
1 out L oudon County and parts of Monroe and Knox Caunues Display adverﬁsmg rates $5.00 per
| columnn inch and quantity discounts avaitable. Call for information on tipcoming promotions and

events,
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" 2008 Toyota 4Runner Like New, Alloy
Wheels, PW, PL, 4X4, Tow, Sunroof, V6, Auto
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version schemes,” FBI Exec-
utive Assistant Director Amy
Hess said at news conference
today in Cincinnati, where
the charges were announced
Formed last October, the
ARPQO Strike Force oper-

ates 1n Cincinnati, Louis-
(see FBI ctd. pg. 2)
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DUl
Gary Morrison, 55,
Browder Hollow  Road

Lenomr City, was charged
with DUI, and Driving on Re-
voked/Suspended  License.
Cpl. Chris Jenkins LCSO, re-
sponded to a reckless driver
on 1-75 south bound.

Dispatch advised they re-
cerved several cail on a tan
Impala all over the roadway.
Deputy observed the vehicle
approaching the 76 mm exit
ramp in the lett lane then the
right lane. The vehicle was
traveling in the center of the
lanes then traveled to the
right lane into the grass al-
most wrecking then traveled
back onto the interstate and
sliding around in the inter-
state and Tace northbound n
southbound lane.

The vehmcle then pulled
into the median. Deputy
made contact with the driv-
er Gary Morrison. Morrison
appeared {o be confused and
unsteady, lethargic and heavy
dilated eyes. Morrison exited
the vehicle and was unsteady
on his feet. Morrison did
pOOIiy on sobriety test and
was placed under arrest

Morrison license were sus-
pended for accumulation of
convictions. Morrison was
transported to the Loudon ER
for blood draw, while at the
ER he refused to give blood.
Morrison was then transport-
ed to the Loudon Jail.
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Ariel Richmond, 18, Stone-
gate Road, Loudon, Tn, Was
charged with theft of property.
The defendant identified as
a Ms. Arniel Richmond was
at the residence of the victim
residing at Erie Road. The
victim stated that approx.
0030 hours and the suspect
was sitting in the vehicle lis-
tening to music. The victim
told her to come inside and
go to bed. The victim awoke
at approx. 0330 hours and the
suspect and the vehicle was
gone. 1he vehicie was taken
without the owners permis-
sion or knowledge. The vic-
{im stated that she attempted
to call several times with no
answer or response, She then
reported the venicle stolen.
We recelved word that the
vehicle was seen around the
Bon and Grand street area of
Lenoir City. The suspect is in
the company of a white male
approx. 21 years of age and
was seen and recorded with
the suspect at an address in
Lenoir City The male was
stating to burn the vchicle
that way they wouldn’t be
caught. As of this date Deputy
was advised by dispatch the
vehicle was located in Polk
County and hit conformation

was sent. Deputy then spoke |

with a Detective Cole with
Polk County stating 1t was in
the forest in there county and
was burned. We do not know
the extent of the damage at
the time of this warrant. At
this time the suspect Ms. Ari-
el Elizaveth Richmond is be-
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$5,000.00. This did happen
in Loudon County.

On 4-9-2019, Dep. Parton
along with Inv. P. Upton
came into contact with Ms.
Richmond at
3ell on Oakland Road in
Sweetwater. Ms. Richmond
was then placed into custody
and transported to Loudon
County Justice Center with
no further incident.

FBI ctd. from pg. 2

ville, Pittsburgh, Knoxville,
Memphis, and Birmingham
o investigate illegal opioid
prescriptions in the surround-
ing areas. ARPO is an exten-
sion of the Department of
Justice’s Health Care Fraud
Strike Force, which investi-
gates and prosecutes Medi-
care 1fraud nationwide In
partnership with the FBI, the
J.S. Department of Health
and Human Services, and the
Drug Enforcement Adminis-
tration.

“The ARPO strike force is
going after doctors who act
like drug dealers,” said FBI

Criminal Investigative Divi-

sion Health Care Fraud Unit
Chief Steven
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Notice _
This 1s an attempt to apply for Tennessee res-i
istration of a 1992 Ford F450 truck VIN#2F-

IAnyone who may have interest in this Vehlde
shmﬂd reply to : 311 West Hills Dr, Lenoir Cny

Page 3 ° Daily Ed}atmn Apm 19, 2019
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ing charged with Theft Over
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focus is on the doctors be-
cause the sheer volume of
pills they can prescribe can
have a significant impact on
their communities in terms
of access to illicit opioids. By
removing just one bad doc-
tor, we can stop the addiction
cycle before it starts.”

Among the  defendants
charged are two Kentucky
doctors—one who is accused
of giving his staff blank pre-
signed prescriptions to pro-
vide to patients, and another
whose {riends paid for opioid
prescriptions. A Tennessee
doctor 1s accused of prescrib-
ing opiolds in exchange for
sex. And a group of Ohio
pharmacists are charged with
operating a “pill mill” that
dispensed 1.75 million opi-
oid pIHS I two years.
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nities.”
in the Fastern District

of Maryville, Tennessee,
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On April 16, 2019,
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tigated by the DEA and

q charging him with one g federal orand iu IRS-Criminal Investi-
f‘gi?onl:{?hi}stsenig %ng Ofﬂ;?@j?i?? ala t{;)tajl gf count of conspiracy (0 returned agn inéiciz gations.  Assistant U.S.
eral William P. Barr said. ;fli - :f; tIZiOIC;é)I‘SS} ;“;uu . distribute Schedule T, IV ment against Dr. Hen- Attorney  Anne-Marie
“But the Department of practitioner, a ph siciaf:‘g and Vdrugsas wellasone - ry  Babenco, 58, of ~Svolto, along with DO}
Justice 18 doine its part {0 gSSiStElﬂt E:;l’ld pag office COUIliE Of healthcare frB-Ud - Paducah, K@HYUC}{}?; ral Att(}mey Scott Arm-
help end this Crisis. One ot baro d{': for aiding and abetting & Sharon Naylor, 53, of strong, will represent the

SR Dafiager WETe charged I faise statement related 0 Jacksboro. . Tenmessee:  United States in count
of the Department’s most  four cases. Four doctors, ’ )

promising new initiatives
1s the Criminal Division’s
Appalachian  Regional
Prescription Opioid Strike

a nurse practitioner and a

physician’s assistant were
charged with the unlaw-
ful distribution of opioids.

health care matters.
This case was inves-
tigated by the FBI and

HHS-OIG. Assistant U.S.
Attorney Anne-Marie

Alicia Taylor, 29, of
Oneida, Tennessee: and
Gregory Madron, 54,
of Jacksboro, Tennes-

proceedings.

On April 16, 2019, a
federal grand jury indict-
ed Dr. Harrison Yang, 75,

s : ‘ ‘ see, chareine all of them of Manchester, Tennes-
E,%rff ’igv%lggm?ﬁgf : J;;st T“i“’ﬁ iﬁcggﬁs were charged  Qyolio will represent the  with con%pi?acy to dis-  see, with healthcare fraud
ooy wilh health care fraud Vi- - {pited States in court Pro-  tribute Schedule 11 con.  violations.
four months later, thiS olations. Three of these -

team of federal agents
and 12 prosecutors has

cases relate to alleged pill

ceedings.
On April 16, 2019, a

trolled drugs. Naylor

and Babenco were also

This case was investi-
gated by the FBI, HHS-

chareed 60 defendants for mll O-pe I"El tions in the East- federal gfaﬁdjﬁfy returned Charged with MOoney OIG: DEA , and TBL
A ' em Districtof Tennessee. a5 jndictment against - launderine.  Babenco, Assistant U.S. Attorney
al leged crimes related to Included in the Ch&rgeg o ’

millions of prescriptions.
[ am grateful to the Crim-
inal Division, their U.S.
Attorney partners, and to
the members of the strike
force for this outstanding

announced today are the
following  indictments,
which are on file with the
U.S. District Court for the

Eastern District of Tennes-
see:

Dr. Stephen Mynatt, 64,
of Knoxville Tennessee,
and Dr. David Newman,
58, of Maryville, Tennes-
see, charging them with

COHSpil‘acy tc distribute e R

Naylor, faylor, and Ma-
dron were all associated

with LakFollette Well-
ness Center.

’""his case was mves—
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Anne-Marie Svolto, along
with DOJ Trial Attorneys
Drew Bradylyons and

see Opioid ctd. to pg. 5

_ . Schedule” II controlled §f
work that holds the prom- - On April 2,2019,afed-  grygs.  Mynatt was also hgmﬁwaﬁ% @ﬁf@
iS¢ Of saving many lives  eral grand jury returned cha?ged with two counts i
N Appalachian commu-  an  indictment against distribution of Schedule ff r :
_Dr. ,m., Brooks. 6L 11 drugs. Both Mynatiand |} will scon be
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with Tennessee Valley j

Pain Specialists.
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G(’s Kitchen

Loudon County Govemmem 1S sohc-—
iting sealed bids for a New 2019 SUV.
Bid Opening is May 2, 2019 at 2:30, Anne-Marie Svolto, along |
PM. Interested bidders should con- g;g;yOér;g;{ggomgggg

Lo N C1
. o ol ¢
o == vk == i ~
i o by e o g
H R - e S pr Iy ol
. LA T Hokhie L e Y Wl o T e i el Py '
2 B - N o L TR R D TS o el o : - i - ! P N
5 R o .;r;-_:-:“'e_;.'_‘;‘:j.;_."a-'_:..nf:.\-__ __;;-__.-»:_:-};.E'E ".'.:_l-:_li"-- S _5';__%’5".-;- -'.-E-ﬁ'-""-'f.:-'“—-* R "':_: -.-_;_.-;,'__ _::- : ;_:-"
Y- e A e L e AT Nty T N N T T e '
ok W e T e T M R A T R T R A RSN 2.
ar. i .
ga’ y -_— A R A e e SR = e T TR S A S g g B [ s e == TR =Lk, (ST s i T, J -]
C C 3
3 ' ¥
2 -
n o
et

836 Mulberry St
Loudon, Tennessee
{865}2@%77%

g?ﬂ_Ct Matt Kieinschmidt at 865-4—58“ [.ouis Manzo, will repre-

i Y o U
Sent ine Uﬁiu?u S1aics i1 &

court pmceedm gs.

-"rr'\r'dr.i-....-hi-rb"'\--r*p-"—l-w " P Y, et by,

i e b

3%663 Loudon Cu‘um‘y Governmes:
will not discriminate on the basis of

'I-.l'.l'"'-l"-rl'-l-

= -
& B

igender, race, national origin, creed,] |
\age, marital status, or disability.

et L BT, T TR b e

e s T el S R )
R R AT, M T S L

I ERT 1 L TR AR rp L

3% l %E as E@EE DWS:

|  Tuestayis Beef Roast

iennesday is Salishury Steak
ﬂmmw s Lasagna
rrigay is Fried Fish

980 Grove St

Loudon, Tn ollih

e T e T Tl p);

9041 Executive Park DM@ Sm‘i 250
3 Kﬂ@wﬂe 'EN 3’7923

H@%ﬂ“@* M@ﬁﬂﬂy %@ %‘m@ayg @ AL

"I: A S A b P A = RS g e T Ty A i B S T R i Vi m

T
Iewpirs s A B 8
il

AT B0 T ST T R BT S 2 ST AL L e o 3oLy

PR TSR
VIR A s e K

2T b i e, B S VR TR T

S R T A TR

[l ™ SET R T AT Lo TR e L T

m 5 pm est.

Bl e T T3 N, o P S T T ey i = P HP-T Eapt o ot Flog JITT ST ESIERY

)
i gt e L oreld L0 A 4 AT

ol
VA T I e Fy L A Pl BT 30 T T AP S, | LR ey L e X Pl Lt G e T o T L L N A T P o R e ) o e T i e e} o s i T it e g, TP T e T P J i e L g

-




A B v S A Rl P T TP T A e et E P T e o Tl N P it o gl i,

Opioid ctd from P.4

Louis Manzo, will repre-
sent the United States in
court proceedings.

“Unfortunately, the
Appalachian region,
which includes the East-
ern District of Tennessee,
IS experiencing a surge
m drug abuse and over-
dose related deaths,” said
U.S. Attorney J. Douglas
Overbey. “Today is an
example of how our office
is working with our law
enforcement partners In
the Appalachian Regional
Prescription Opioid Strike
Force to identity and pros-
ecute dishonest medical
professionals and others
engaged in healthh care
fraud schemes involving
tllegal prescription, dis-
tribution, possession, and
use of oproids.”

Troy Sowers, Special
Agent in Charge, Federal
Bureau of Investigation,
Knoxville Division said,
“Today’s airests clearly
and tragically illustrate
these so-called medical
professionals were not
legitimately assisting
their patients - they were
contributing to the opioid
crisis epidemic that has
destroyed families and
taken so many lives. Noft
only were they engaging
in criminal behavior, they
were profiting from the
addiction and pain of un-
suspecting victims. Work-
ing alongside our partners,
HHS DEA, TBI THP
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and many other state and
iocal agencies, we will

pursue anyone involved
in tratficking opioids in
this country while pro-
tecting the public’s health
and welfare.”

“The Drug Enforce-
ment Administration
and our law enforce-
ment partners remain
committed to fargeling
unscrupulous  medical
practittoners who choose
proftts over patients,”
said D. Christopher Ev-
ans, Specital Ageni in
Charge of DEA’s Louis-
ville Field Division. “We
will never stop fighting
for those who have been
rendered helpless by
America’s on-gong opi-
oid crisis.”

“Opioid fraud schemes
have hit the Appalachian
region particularly hard,
resulfing in staggering
numbers of addiction,
overdoses and deaths of
individuals to include
Medicare and Medic-
aid beneficiaries,” said
Special Agent in Charge
Derrick J. Jackson of the

Department of Health
aﬂd H}_ an QPI‘?H‘"P@ ﬂF_

A ALAL K

fice of Inspector General.
“Working . hand-in-hand
with our law entorcement
partners, our agents wiil
continue to address this
devastating epidemic by
thoroughly 1nvestigating
corrupt providers who
contribute to the ongoing
opmid Crisis and threaten

L1 o A e C R L - el ey S i el Al e S
'
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the health and well-being of

© patients, as alleged in these
continue to vigorously

cases.” |
“The health and well-be-
ing of Tennesseans is of the
utmost of importance to the
TBI and our law enforce-
ment partners. It’s through
efforts like this that we are
able 1o further work toward
attacking the opioid crisis
and the effects it has on
our residents,” said David
Rausch, Director, Tennes-
see Bureau of Investigation.
In addition to the cases
announced today, Attorney
General Barr and U.S. At-
torney thomas T. Cullen
announced today that the
ARPQO Strike Force will
expand into the Western
District of Virginia, making
it the tenth ARPO Sirike
rorce district. ARPO is a
joint law enforcement ef-
fort that brings together the
resources and expertise of
the Health Care Fraud Unit
in the Criminal Division’s
Fraud Section (HCF Unit),
the U.S. Attorney’s Offices
tor ten federal districts in
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Call For Gravel
Prices Today!!

Jamevy Smith
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SIX states, as well as law
enforcement partners at
the FBI, HHS Office of the
Inspector General (HHS-
OIG) and U.S. Drug En-
forcement Administration
(DEA). In addition, the
operation includes the
participation of the Ten-
nessee Bureau of Investi-
gation and multiple State
Medicaid Fraud Control
Units. The mission of the
ARPO Strike Force is to
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identify and investigate
nealth care fraud schemes
i the Appalachian region
and surrounding areas,
and to etfectively and effi-
ciently prosecute medical
professionals and others
involved in the illegal pre-
scription and distribution
Ot optoids.

The charges announced
involve individuals con-
{ributing to the opioid ep-

see Opiold Cm pb. '7
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idemic, with a particular
focus on medical profes-

sionals involved in the un-
lawtul distribution of opi-
olds and other prescription
narcotics, a priority for the
Department. According to
the CDC, approximately
115 Ameucans die every
day of an opioid-related
overdose.

The ARPO Strike Force
1S made up of prosecutors
and data analysts with the
HCEF  Unit, prosecutors
with the ten U.S. Atfor-
ney’s Offices in the region,
including the newly added
Western District of Virgin-
1a, and special agents with
the FBI, HHS-OIG and
DEA. The ARPO Strike
Force operates out of two
hubs based in the Cincin-
nati, Ohio/Northem Ken-
tucky and Nashville, Ten-
nessee, areas, supporting
the ten districts that make
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up the ARPO Strike Force
region.

closely with other state
and tederal law enforce-
ment agencles, including
the ‘Tennessee Bureau of
Investigation, State Med-
icatd Fraud Control Units.

The case against Baben-
co, Naylor, Taylor, and
Madron was also a result
of the Department of Jus-
tice’s Organized Crime
and Drug Enforcement
Task Force (OCDETEF
program, the centerpiece
of the Department of Jus-
tice’s drug supply reduc-
tion strategy. OCDETF
was established in 1982 to
conduct comprehensive,
multi-level attacks on ma-
jor drug trafficking and
money laundering organi-
zations. Today, OCDETF
combines the resources
and expertise of its mem-
ber federal agencies in
cooperation with state and
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In addition, the
APRO Sirike Force works:

ki B e By o Ty T PR N T T =Ty Ry o L I R e oL

local law enforcement.

The principal mission of

the OCDETF program is
to identify, disrupt, and
dismantle the most serious
drug trafficking and mon-
ey laundering organiza-
tions and those primarily
responsible for the nation’s
drug supply.

For any patients impact-
ed by the law enforcement
operations, DQJ, DEA.
AHS-01G, HHS® Sub-
stance Abuse and Mental
Health Services Admin-
istratton, CDC’s Opioid
Rapid Response Team and
all five State Departments
of Health are deploying
federal and state-level
strategies to address pa-
tient harm and insure con-
tinuity of care. Additional
information regarding
available treatment pro-
grams and where patients
can turn for assistance is
avatlable in Tennessee as
follows:
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For a referral to addic-

tion treatment services,

call the Tennessee RED-
LINE: 800-889-9789

in a mental health cri-
sis, call the Statewide Cri-
sis Line: 855-CRISIS-1
(855-274-7471).

bor help accessing sub-
stance abuse or mental
health services call the
Tennessee Department of
Mental Health and Sub-
stance Abuse Services
Helpline: 800-560-5767 or
615-532-67C0. This line is
stafted Monday-Friday, 8
am.-430p.m.CT.

The Fraud Section
ieads the Medicare Fraud
Strike Force, which is part
of a joint initiative be-
tween the Department of
Justice and HHS to focus
their efforts to prevent and
deter {fraud and enforce
current anfi-fraud laws
around the country. Since
its inception in March
2007, the Medicare Praud
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Strike Force, which main-
tains 14 strike forces op-

erating in 23 districts, has
charged nearly 4,0(}0 de-

fendants who have collec-
tively billed the Medicare
program for more than
$14 billion. The Medicare
Fraud Strike Force. in-
cluding the ARPO Strike
Force, has charged more
than 200 individuals with
oprotd-related crimes.

It you, a family mem-
ber, friend or loved one
believe you may be a vic-
tim in any of these cases
or 1n connection with any
charged defendant, please
visit the following website
tor additional information:
https://www justice.gov/
criminal-vns/case/ ARPO

Additional documents
related to this announce-
ment are available at;
https://www justice.gov/
opa/documents-and-re-
sources-april-17-2019-
press—conference
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