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Bradley Myers
see Threats pg.

ess calls for police ove

. Comptroller’s Of-
estic assault P

ice Completes
lEﬂw‘”'ﬁ Study of
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Sex Week Funding
and Includes Policy
Considerations

The Tennessee
Comptroller’s Of-
fice has released an
in-depth report ex-
amining Sex Week
..M at the University of
-~ 1 Tennessee-Knox-
vitlle (UTK).
Legislative lead-
oo o 8 g § ership requested a
e e v e review of the week-
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Denrnis Smith

Sentence Sca

s Stopped
HFraudsters

isgners’
uy

go0od tOo be frue—
ecause it was.

A group of fraud-
sters who made this
pitch to more than
information 20 inmates’ fami-
ies were paid more
than $4 million, but
neither the prison-
ers nor their rela-
tives ever received
too any benefit.

The sales pitch
was enticing: Fami-
lies with loved ones
in prison could hire
investigators to pro-
vide

to the government
that would resuit in
a reduction in their
family
sentences.
It

members’

sounded

i
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'We know also that the
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Fha A

Tonight: Clear. Low of

Thrusday: Sunny. High
of 50F.

on of God has come and  gyo-: ohn 5:20

has given us understand-
ing, so that we may know

Make sure you keep your

e

tar song or a whiff of ¢
assing strangers
ogne might act as a psy-t
chological trigger today.
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| — even in his Son Jesus Weather Horoscopes clifiation you, BRI J
 Christ. He is the true God Today: Sunny. High of Pisces 2/19-3/20 Continued on page 6) | 5 C
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where victims reported them their throat would SOME Ehmg he later regret.
that Brian and Bradley get cut in their sleep and Bradley told victim if they
Myers were living in their their house would be van- made them leave their
basement and would not dalized. Victims were very nome would get vandal-
leave. Victims stated both afraid of both Brian and 1zed. Both parties were in-

suspects were intoxicai- Bradiey Myers. Brian stat- toxicated and placed under

ed and yelling at victims ed to Officer he had said arrest. Officer J. Russell
and mbmidating them. i LPD, made the arrest.

Victim stated at one point

Brian Myers, 50, Holt
Drive L.oudon, was
charged with Domestic
Assault. Bradley Myers
23, Atkins Road Madi-
sonville, was charged with
Domestic Assault. Officer

responded to Holt Drive, ~one of the SuSpects ?[OM
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“Notice: The Daily y Edition does not lmowmﬁly dccept fraudulent or mislead- |
ing materials. The Daily Edition cannot guarantee the validity of offerings or
statements contained herein. All liability for the contents of all advertising, and
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i b
| 1| its agency. The Daily Edition reserves the right to reject, edit, or abbreviate any
| | advertisement submitted. Advertising is accepted with the understanding that all §
2 .cl? % g ' ;E
Ef You Have A Desire For Healith & Wealth + | liability for all copyright violations is the sole responsibiiity of the advertiser.
{vet Started ?@d@y ' | Photographs, artwork and other copy submitted for publication is considered §
i I Wﬁz H 655 @ g . & the sole property of the advertiser. The Daily Edition will make every effort but
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and scream to call
the law that’s when
she went to the desk
and told the clerk to

call 911. John has a
history of domestic

violence with victim
and his son. With all
this taken into ac-
count John was tak-
en into custody for
domestic and false
imprisonment  and
transported to the
jail without incident.

Scam

It 15 possible under
certain circumstanc-
es for incarcerated
individuals to get a
sentence  reduction
for providing infor-
mation to the gov-
ernment, but they
never have to pay for
that. Also, those cas-
es typlcaﬂ‘y involive
an incarcerated per-
son providing in-
formation regarding
their own co-defen-
dants.

Alvin Warrick and
several co-conspir-
ators set up a com-
pany called Private
Services n  Texas,
but the word—and
the  scam—qguick-
ly spread across the
country. Warrick and
his associates com-
municated primar-
ily through email
and phone and used
pseudonyms in an

attempt (o cover
their tracks. They

told the families
their  investigators
were making under-
cover drug buys and
that those “investi-
gations” would lead
to sentence reduc-

tions fm* ﬂieu fam—
ily members. They
repeatedly lied to
theiwr clients, telling
them that the inves-
tigations were on-
going and working
their way through
the legal system.
“That 1s just not
how the system
works, but many of
these families didn’t
know that,” said
Special Agent Tracy
Masington, who in-
vestigated this case
out of the FBI’s

Houston Field Of-
fice along with the
Department of Jus-
tice’s Offtice of the
Inspector General
(OEG)

Masington noted

that at least one vic-

tim was in another
country ftrying to
get his son out of
prison. Another vic-
tim was an elderly
woman who, on her
deathbed, made her
daughter  promise
she’d continue pay-
ing Private Services
to try to free her son

from prison after
her death.

Warrick  worked
with his former
girlfriend,  Tanya

Richard, a Bureau
of Prisons employ-
ee who had access
to sensitive infor-
mation on prison-
ers. Richard creat-
ed realistic-looking
documentation  to
facilitate the scam,
complete with seals
and forged signa-
tures from a U.S.
Attorney that fooled
many victims.

“I'ne sad thing
about this case 1is
they  manipulated
people’s  hopes,”
Masington said.

-of the scam,

“They

P T T P Tl L T

3 T T e e L e o i L e T T e s e

took advan-
tage of the hope they
had. These wvictims
just wanted to help
their family mem-
bers who were In-
carcerated.”

After several years
one of
the victims’ attor-
neys contacted the
FBI, who began an
investigation.

investigators
learned Warrick
and  his associates
spent their 1il-got-
ten gains on lavish
lifestyles, including
high-end cars, va-
cations, night clubs,
and gambling.

Warrick plead-
ed guilty to mail
fraud and wire fraud
charges and was
sentenced last year
to 19 years in pris-
on. Richard pleaded
guilty to conspira-
cy to commit wire
fraud and was sen-
tenced in October to
24 months in prison.

- T

Warrick’s wi €,

Co- |
litha Bush, also par- |

others were also
convicted and sen-
tenced.

At the fraudsters’
sentencing  hear-
ings, victims told
emotional stories
of having their
hopes dashed and
finances ruined.

“Some  victims
got home equi-
ty loans; others
spent their grand-
children’s college
funds,” said Spe-
cial Agent Rose
Medina of the De-

partment of Justice
OIG, who worked

on the investiga-

t ‘
et N T pam et ome e i = o,
Sy SR e A R e

L]
e T LT R e Lt T e e e I, g
dl PRERAR T SR vhani m AT Tl A PR A A R -.,-:-_ﬁ‘;r!“m':-.:?."-:!.".’-. ;,;_'
e - rd H
= - L = [
Se el AN

836 Mulberry St

ington.

“Listening
to these victims as

they told their sto-
ries to the judge, I
was struck by the
emotional toll they
endured and was
proud that our In-
vestigation brought
them closure and
helped empower
them.”

Masington noted
this case is an ex-
ample of the FBI’s
commitment to
equal justice.

“I hope this case
sends the message
that the system

should be fair to
see S{:m c‘m to pg- S
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* Life Insurance
* Vision Insurance
* Dental Insurance

Call us Today for a

0041 Executive Park BE‘E gng@
Kﬂ@xwﬂeg TN, 37 923
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Scam ctd. from p.4

everyone, whoev-
er the victim might
be. We’re protecting
the ntegrity or the
system,’” Masington
said. ““The law ap-
phies to everyone.
Just because you
happen to be In-
carcerated doesn’t
mean your issue IS
going to go unad-
dressed if you're a
victim.”

UTK
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long event which
has been held on
the UTK campus
each spring since
2013. The event is
organized by Sex-
ual Empowerment
and Awareness at
Tennessee (SEAT),
which 1s a regis-
tered student or-
cganization (RSO).
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From 2013 through
the present day,
some
have
their concerns and
disapproval of the
event.

The Comptroller’s
Office reached sev-
eral key conclu-
sions about the Sex
Week event. These
include:

-SEAT 1s one of
about 600 RSQOs at
UTK, all of which
are eligible to re-
quest student ac-
tivity fee funding.
In four of the past
five vears, SEAT
received the high-
est allocation of
student activity

fee funds, includ-
ing about $29,000
in both 2016-2017
and 2017-2018.

-SEAT  also  re-
ceived gift funds,
private donations,
and indirect bene-

cceasion Cakes

istey Mickinney

423-371-9297
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Hind me on Facebook

Trimmerkakes@outiook .com
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fits, such as use of 14 policy consider-

campus  facilities,
for Sex Week, all of
which are options
tor RSOs at UTK.
-T'he University has
taken some actions
to address the Sex
Week controversy,
out the most signifi-
cant change, to give
students the choice
whether to allo-
cate their manda-
tory activity fee to
student-organized
programming {such
as Sex Week), was
made reluctantly.
-SEAT has been un-
willing to compro-
mise with univer-
sity administrators
who have asked it
annually to “tone it
down” and consider
the impact of its lan-
guage choices.

The Comptroller’s
Office also exam-
ined policies and
practices at other
Tennessee  public
universities that
could be applied at
UTK. For example,
other lennessee
universities  limit
the amount of fund-
ing student organi-
zatlons may request
Or receive.

The report includes
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ations ranging from
minor changes to
campus policy to an
outright ban on the
event. Some policy
considerations may
have potential legal
implications.

The University of
Tennessee-Knox-
ville reviewed a
draft of the Comp-

x
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troller’s report and
indicated 1ts will-
mgness to  work
with its Board of
lrustees to 1mple-
ment a number of
changes. A letter
from the Universi-
ty’s Interim Pres-
1dent and Interim
Chancellor is in-
cluded in the report.
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