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Brandin Gage, 33,
Foster Road Lenoir
City, was charged
with DUI, and Vi-
olation of Implied
Consent. Officer
Benny Houser [.PD,
was dispatched to
the area of Robin-
son Spring Road for
a suspicious vehicle.
On arrival Officer
made contact with
Brandin Gage. Ms.
Gage stated to Offi-
cer she was traveling
on Robinson Spring
Road and ran off the
road into a ditch, at-
ter 1nvestigation it
appeared (Gage had
ran off the roadway
striking a fence post
causing damage (o

her vehﬁc!e. While
attempting to get
information from

Gage, Officer could
smell a strong odor
of alcoholic bever-
age coming from her
vehicle and person.
Gage had bioodshot
watery eyes and at
‘Stimes had a hard

AWl B LA

peﬁermed poorly on
sobriety test and was
placed under arrest.

Scam

most salient detail
about his intended
victim, who was 90

years old the time:
Willlam  Webster
had served as direc-
tor of both the FBI
and the CIA, and so
had a pretty good
radar for pernicious
criminal schemes—
in this case, a Jamai-
can lottery scam.

Thomas’ persistent

Websters

calls in ZOM Eo Web—

ster and his wife,
Lynda, tollowed
the familiar arc of
scams that target the
elderly: The caller
promises riches but
requires some form
of payment to move
the process torward.
The caller demands
more and more, and
then resorts to in-
timidation when the
cooperation  tapers
off.

In the Websters’
case, the former
judge was told he
had to pay $50,000
to get his prize.
When the money
wasn't torthcoming,
the frequent calls
escalated to scary
threats, which led
the couple to contact
the FBI.

“I  don’t know
how the conversa-

tion turned sour,’
sald Webster, 95, di-

‘rector of the FBI for

a decade beginning

: 56 . : :
in 1978, “Butitdid. § .
And at that point, | B T4
he shifted gears. In- § (%20

stead of sweet talk,
he began to threaten

her.”

in one exple-
tive-filled recorded
message left on the

phene?
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Jih@mas Ehrea‘iemd scammed others in

The

and
fraudsters buy and

the U.S. out of hun- lonely.

dregs of thousands
of dollars.

“l get complaints
all the time.” said

to kill them and burn
down their house if
he didn’t get what he
wanted. “You live at

a very lonely place,”

trade “‘lead lists” on
the Internet with se-
nior citizens’ names,
phone numbers, and

‘he said. “And the Special Agent John other personal infor
‘moment you arrive, Gardner, who was mat OE Then the_
I'm gonna put a shot assigned to the start calline ho ini
in your head.” case and has been o reach mrjece %w”é
Special agents investigating these HAWATY ears y
from the FBI's types of crimes “They 1 ;:Old—caﬂ
Washington  Field since 2011. He said Y
. . them. And a lot of
Otfice enlisted the the perpetrators , ,,
: . them won’t fall for
Websters” help in  frequently prey on it”  Gardner said
nabbing the caller older people be- ., '

“But all it takes

by recordinge their - ’;
J 5 just one.

phone conversations

to build a case and fmancmﬂy secure,

ture of the scheme. i ;:;'_,i{*;__=.’.5'_;_;
The legwork ulti- | a3 o &% _ o
mately led to Thom- |~ =28 == |
as’ arrest in 2017 |t
and his sentencing
last month in feder- § vy
al court in Washing-
ton, D.C., to nearly |
six years in prison. |

cause they tend to
be more trusting,

see Scam ctd. pg. ’7'
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Eﬁhﬁ“m“}f will cost $2 or less. its used book sales p.m. Monday, April
at Chilhowee Park’s Thefﬁe will also be a to support outstand- i: Half-Price Day,
Jacob Building on SPecial selection of ing library pro- 10 am-6 p.m. (35
Saturday March 30 rare books for col- grams such as the Bag Sale for Teach-
’ lectors as well as Children’s Festival e¢rs and Librarians
DVDs, CDs, audio of Reading and the 4-0 p.m.) Tuesday,
The <ale will bhe books, music, and Summer Library April 2: Bag Sale
open to the public magazines. Club. Day, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
Sunday, March 31 The purpose of the The Knox County WHERE: Jacob
throueh Tuesdayj sale is twofold — Public Library, the Building at Chil-
Apﬁ.ﬂb 0 Monday} to raise funds for Kknoxville News howee Park, 3301 E.
' " the Knox Coun- Sentinel, the City Magnolia Ave.
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April 1,15 Half-Price . , | | GURHRHIGEILIGE |
' of Knoxvi e —
Day. Area teachers U Public Library lle, Chil . o

(KCPL) and to howee Park and
offer affordable Exposition Center,

. _ books to everyone Magpie’s  Bakery,
2?_16$§ gler g}?gﬁgi in the community. Three Bears Cof-
day. Tl;lﬁilﬁSt day of “The Friends of the fee COmpﬁﬂya Three

and librariapns are
also invited to shop
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the sale, Tuesday Mbra_ry have been Ré_v?rs Market, 7
Apl’ﬂ 2. IS an aﬂ-d&); amazing  Ssupport- VG;, > }ﬁkery, Yas- % Eﬂg
$5 Bac Sale. ers of and advo- SIS Falatel House, | Anth A
Thanks to months cates for the library WATE, — WUOT, | €n Anthony - Agent |
of planning and or- for more than 40 and  Maintenance | Cell: 865-314-36
ganizﬁﬂg by Fﬁ.lends ye&r8?33 SﬁyS Myret_ TeChﬁOEOgRES Enc B T o I N

ta Black, director are jomning Friends
of KCPL. Over the as sponsors of this
years, Friends has Yyear's sale.

raised over a mil- WHAT: Friends An-
hon dollars from nual Used Book Sale
WHEN: March 30—

volunteers, shoppers
at this year’s sale
will find thousands

of books for all ages
and interests. Most
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see Scaim ctd. from pg. 4

Lynda Webster,
3, said she and her

that.”

mers can be ruthless,
usband frequently squeezing  money
et suspicious calls, from their victims
ikely because of and then, when the
eir demographic.  money runs out, get-
“This is not only ting their victims to
¢ greatest genera- SCrve as middlemen
ion that Bill’s a part 1n illegal transac-
of,” she said, refer- tions. “When the
ring to people who victims are tapped
grew up during the out, they’ll be told
Great  Depression ‘Hey, I know you
and fought during can’t pay the fees
World War [I. “It’s anymore. But we
also the most trust- have a sponsor that
ing generation be- will help pay your
cause they haven’t fees. So, we're going
been exposed to the to send you a check.
Internet and all the We want you to cash
bad that can come of 1t. And we want you

B R T A B e T T B 2 R e D A T P T T N R A e i S A o Tt

i A TP T Ayl Ly e =~ e T b T T T iy = =h:
—aE i e r Al = PR e Tl Y T vy Y e ey Ly s o T e o cu e T Oy T P T S e e o e i g, e i g ——— T Fry

Gardner said scam-

to send the cash to
another person.” So
now they're launder-
ing money. They just
think that that’s part
of the whole process
of claiming their
DIiZe

Gardner sard
sweepstakes or lot-
tery winners do not
have to pay fees
Or taxes to claim a
prize. “If it looks too
good to be true, it’s
probably a scam,” he
said

William  Webster
sald the entire ex-
perience — gettin
calls, working with
the FBI, and see-
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show they were sti
in the money.”

ing his tormentor in
court last month—is
a reminder that se-
nors and the trusted
friends and family
who look after them
need to be vigilant.
“The average old-
er person doesn’t
get caught in a bind
where they think the
screws are turning
on them,” Webster
said. “They think
something good s
happening They
want to believe it
natever 1t was
they were able to be
convinced that they
were about to get | Serious Inquiries
something good to | only please
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