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| ustin Plemons see Choke pg. 2 Coy Best see Wal-Mart pg.

an ask officer which way to inary Se

annual Crime
; o in traffic stop with open peceral Jury con- | Statistics for 2018 Released
container in console Jent for meth. | Report Shows
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' amphetamine traf- Declined in First
ficking Year

TR

aif of Last

-1

L Ry

Preliminary statis- Semiamua Uni-
tics show declines in form Crime Report,
both violent crime released today.
and property crime  Ihe report con-
in the first half of tains data from
2018 when com- more than 14,000
pared to statistic law _ GHfOF%m@m
36, of Morristown, | L0 the first half 8ERCIEs - Baton-
Tennessee, of poSses- of the previous year, L voiuntart
sion with the intent to |according  to  the !y submitted crime
distribute 50 grams or FBl's  Preliminary data to the Uniform

more of methamphet-
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In February, following

two-day trial in the
U.S. District Court, be-
fore the Honorable J.
Ronnie Greer, Senior
U.S. District Judge, a
jury convicted Bran-
don Lee Alexander,
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E}C)t?x’l:ig%;-sl?tgumhp}; and sound with minor JAourday night: Rain. about the sheer feeling off
, S shou q Low of 47F. unknown eyes watching
aloud to the Rock of our damages. Ty
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salvation. Weather

L0 what you cglo. You may} |
—Pgalm 951 Today: Mostly Sunny. Pisces 2/19-3/20 | shapeshift like a chame-
AYNANS,

i oh of 66F. Your work receives some leon in a new environ-
Prayers go out to all af- Tonight: Cloudy. Low of
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public exposure today. ment. Although trying to
AQE However, the amount of

(fected by the flooding. " . qhawe ion  fecognition is not the im-  (Confinued on page 6)
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Cholke cali the police. Officer ar- room. Officer asked the in- informed her bovfriend was
;".f- : w7 Ay S ™ ] 1 FaR Ll T I, ~ T .y . - - i 'y A 44 '- i e :
rived on scene and ooserved  dividuals 1t cverything was  using Victhamphetamine

Dustin Plemons, 37, Cedair g male standing at the front ok in which the male, Dustin  behind her back. She con-
Si;;'eet Loudon, was charged  door of the room which ap- Plemons, stated him and his  fronted him and stated she
with Aggravated Assault, peared out of breath. This girlfriend, victim, had been wanted to leave the hotel for
Officer Green LCPD, was subject rushed back into the involved in a heated argu-  the night. Mr. Plemons be-

- . 1 T £ - -
dispatched to the Inn of  room once he observed Of- ment. Officer separated both  came hivid and threw a bcer

T iagm g v Lt e oy ey ] : : o ., . . C . .

Lenoir n @gmfs L0 2 possi- - ficer pull into the parking individuals and spoke to the

Ei’lﬂ domeshp.fa guest at ﬁ;@ lot. Olficer made contact victim, which siated she was Choke ctd. to pg. 3
Inn of Lenoiwr heard a female with the occupants ol the § Notice The Dumly }JilllIOHdE}L‘)I’l(i]\llﬁ%iﬂgﬁ accept fraudulent or mislcad- |

-

i the room beside theirs  hotel room which orant-
screamung for somebody O ed him access to enter the
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2012 Chevy Tahoe 4x4, Leather, 3rd Row,
Chrome Wheels, PW, PL, Sunroof, Remote
Stari, Auto, 5.3 V8 Power mj
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Choke ctd. from p.2 arrival. Officer did observe

fresh, bright red ‘hand prints

can against the wall, he pro- Tre
ceeded to grab the victim around the victims neck. Of-

by the throat and choke her [icer also observed the beer

while dragging her around that had been thrown against
ne room and pinning her

he wall, Mr. Plemons has
in the corner continuing to been convicted of Domestic
she was unable to breathe
at different points during

ficer took Mr. Plemons into
this encounter. Mr. Plemons

custody and transported him
to Loudon County Jail with-
would not allow victim to
cave the hotel prior to his

out incident. Officer charged
Mr. Plemons with aggravat-
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cd domestic assault. AU the

above did occur in Lenoir
City, TN.

vised Best had 2 active
warrants out of Lenoir
City.

Wal-

Charles Morgan, 33, Will-
Coy Best, 32, South Far- ington Manor Loudon. was
num Street Friendsville, charged with DUI, Open
was charged with Theft Container, Violation of Ini-
of Property x2, Criminal plied Consent, and Se ling/
Irespassx2, and Evading Bartering/Giving Away/Ob-
Arrest. Officer Espinoza taining. Deputy K Palmer
LCPD, was dispatched LCSO, was on Vonore Road
to Walmart in regards to directing traffic fora prior in-
a shoplifter. Upon arrival cident causing the road to be
Loss Prevention office ad- shut down. While directing
vised a male was walking traffic a silver vehicle pulled
out of Walmart with sto- up with his window down.
ien merchandise. When The driver Charles Mor-
Walmart personnel made gan asked where he needed
contact with the male to go. While speaking with
identified as Coy Best Morgan Deputy could sme
outside he fled on foot. a strong odor of alcoholic
Officer ran after Best and beverage emitting from the
identified himself as po- vehicle. Deputy observed
ice officer. Best did not Morgan to have red glassy
comply with Officer com- eyes. Deputy ask Morgan if
mands {0 stop. Best was he had anything to drink he
caught in the Starbuck stated 2 beers. Deputy had
parking lot. Dispatch ad- UI ctd to pg.
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DUI ctd from pa?is loaded Sﬁmi-automam EMGHSI‘?EY Dmg Tmf— mission of the OC- gram provides agen-

Morgan pull behind
his vehicle, and ask for
Morgan license, regis-
ration and insurance.
Deputy observed an
open can of beer in the
console, Deputy had
Morgan to exit the ve-
hicle and could smell
an alcoholic beverage
emitting from his per-
son. Deputy had Mor-
gan pertorm sobriety
test which he did poor-
ly on. Deputy located
a pill bottle with 7 or-
ange pills and 7 yellow
pills 1dentified as Ven-
lafaxine 150mg and 75
mg. Morgan did not
have the pills in a bot-
tle with a prescription.
Morgan refused breath
sample. Morgan was
placed under arrest,
and transported to the
LLoudon Jail.

Meth

amine; possession with
the intent to distribute
five grams or more of
methamphetamine;

possession of a firearm
in furtherance of a dr ug

A dhe e R

tratficking crime; and
possession of a fire-
arm by a convicted fel-
on. Sentencing is set
for 9:00 a.m., June 3.
2019, in U.S. District
Court 1in Greeneville.
Alexander faces a
minimum sentence of
15 years to a maximum
of life in prison. There
is no parole in the fed-
eral system.
Evidence presented at
trial revealed that as a
result of a traffic stop
by the Morristown Po-
lice Department In
April 2017, Alexander
was ftound to have 28
grams of methamphet-
amine in his waist-

band and also possess
$11,580 cash and a

pistol. Alexander was
arrested and released
on bond the follow-
g day. In May 2017,
Alexander was again
pulled over by law en-
forcement and had 100

grams of methamphet- -

amine 1n his posses-
S101.

Alexander was part
of a 20-defendant in-
dictment returned
oy the federal grand
jury in February 2018
charging various of-
fenses related to meth-
amphetamine traf-
ficking, firearmis, and
money laundering. All
defendants except Al-
exander pleaded guilty.
Theinvestigation lead-
ing to the indictment
was the product of a
partnership  between
the Morristown Police
Department, Hamblen
County Sheriff’s De-
partment, Grainger
County Sheriff’s Of-
fice, Cocke County
Sheritf’s Office, New-
port Police Depart-
ment, Third Judicial
Drug Task Force, Ten-
nessee Highway Pa-
trol, Appalachian High
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Help nab a drug |
dealer
S88-DRUG
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Jamey Smith
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ficking Area - Rocky
1top Task Force, Third
Judicial District Attor-
ney General’s Office,
U.S. Marshals Ser-
vice, Bureau of Al-
cohol, Tobacco, Fire-
arms and Explosives,
and FBI. Assistant
U.S. Attorneys Thom-
as A. McCauley and J.
Christian Lampe rep-
resented the United
States at trial.

The investigation was
a result of the Depart-
ment of Justice’s Orga-
nized Crime and Drug
Enforcement Task

DETEF program is to
identily, disrupt, and
dismantle the most
serious drug traffick-
ing and money laun-
dering organizations
and those primarily
responsible for the
nation’s drug supply.
This case was also
part of the Appala-
chia High Intensi-
ty Drug Trafficking
Areas (HIDTA) pro-
gram. The HIDTA
program  enhances
and coordinates drug
control efforts among

cies with coordination,
equipment, technol-
ogy, and additional
resources to combat
drug trafficking and its
harmful consequences
in critical regions of
the United States. The
program began in 1988
when Congress autho-
rized the Director of
The Ottice of Natjonal
Drug Control Policy
designate areas within
the United States that
exhibit serious drug
trafficking  problems
and harmfully im-

_ local, state, and fed- pact other areas of the
rorce (OCDETF) pro-  eral law enforcement country as HIDTAs.

gram, the centerpiece agencles The pro- see Meth ctd. pg. 5
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reduction  strategy. ff <%
OCDETF was estab- || ¢ « &
lished 1n 1982 to con-
auct comprehensive,
multi-level attacks on j}
major drug trafficking §f
and money laundering §
0 rg gmi za_ti ons. TO day j _-_;,;:-;.._é e LU ek e PRI A
OCDETF combines |
the resources and ex- |
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ctd. from p.4 cent, larceny-thefts Donald at Blount

decieasedfﬁ per-- County Jail, and
cent, and motor 1 e
vehicle thefts de’ ?aﬁisp@fedc him
ciined 3.3 percent. U Loudon Loun-
The tull Crime in W Jail on an ac-
five warrant for

the United States,
2018 report will be Reckless Endan-

reieased later this
year.
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Crime  Reporting
(UCR) Program,
1'he report showed
nearly all offenses
in the violent crime
category declined.
Robbery  offenses
decreased 12.5 per-
cent, murder and
nonnegiigent man-
slaughter offenses
decreased 6.7 per-
cent, and aggravat-
ed assault offenses
declined 2 percent.
Rape (revised defi-
nition), however, in-
creased 0.6 percent.
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T'he Lenoir City Utilities Board (LCUB) will

ave a Workshop on Thursday, February 28,
2019, at 9:30 a.m., at the LCUB Headquarters
located at 7698 Creekwood Park Boulevard,

Lenoir City, Tennessee 37772. The purpose
of the Workshop is to discuss the Martel Utili-
ty District merger and the FUD Sewer System

purchase in the Martel basin.
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Call Dakota at
865-657-9159 or
365-660-1498
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