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Assault Gavin George. Victim 11 3 different place on the lake and a buddy dropped
had been crying and stat- drivers side. Mr. George him off there and victim

Matthew George, 22, o4 that Mr. George had stated that he did grab was there to pick him up.
White Wing Road Lenoir grabbed her in a bear hug her and that he did hit the Mr. George had drank a
City, was charged with .4 tried to put her out of outside of the vehicle and few beers while on the
‘Domestic Assault. the car, victim is 7 months that he would pay to have lake. The above incident

Officer with LPD, was preonant.  Victim  also it fixed. mr. George stat- happened in the City of
dispatched to Roberson giated that Mr. George ©d that he had been at the Loudon.

Sprines Road for a pos- - A A At e
pring P> had hit the dash on the [™Nefce:The Dal Siiton doss morkmowimely scecpt Trnduon oy e

S_Ebie DO@@SUC . UPOH al- passengers side and also ing materials. The Daily Edition cannot guarantee the validity of offerings or
rival Officer made contact hit the outside of the car | Statements contained herein. All liability for the contents of all advertising, and |

with victim and Matthew
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. | liability for all copyright violations is the sole responsibility of the advertiser. |
! Photographs, artwork and other copy submitted for publication is considered
| | the sole property of the advertiser. The Daily Edition will make every effort but |
% HEXTCAN BAR & T ¢ will not be liable for failure to publish and ad or for typographical and layout §
:er { errors. All statements and information about highlights featured items, letters to |
ﬁ {the editor, herein are those solely given to the interviewer or writer and the Daily
¢ ¢ Edition assumes no responsibility of the accuracy or validity thereof. The Daily §
4 | Edition will gladly reprint at no charge that part of an advertisement in which an |

7 gerror occurs provided a claim is made within 3 days of the first publication of the!

1 ¢ ad. Information contained in the Wazzup is received anonymously and the Daily
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Edition assumes no responsibility for information and reserves the right to edit
or reject any and/or all submissions. The Daily Edition is a daily newspaper of

general circulation in Loudon County defined under TCA 2-1-104(a)(13). |
The Daily Edition also serves Monroe, Knox, Anderson, Roane and Blount coun-
ties and serves 30,000 readers weekly. Send mail to PO Box 1240. Lenoir City
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TN 37771. 865-771-2249. email: dan1204us@yahoo.com
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‘:“ We Accepi ALL ‘ 4 outLoudon County and parts of Monroe and Knox Counties. Display advertising rates $5.00 per}

eI,

986-1355 3 %mmmﬁim'g 3@3“53553 column inch and quantity discounts available. Call for information on upcoming promotions and |

events.
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_ 2011 Nissan Xterva ﬁmmm& Luggage | Alloy Wheels, DVD. 3rd Row Seating, Tow

[N L N

2010 Dodge Ram, Laramie, Loaded, 4Xé,
PW, PL, PS, V8, Leather, Tow Package, Alloy
Wheels
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| BO10 Ford FI50 Platinum PKG, Power Run. | | 2007 Chevy Suburban LTZ | 12009 Ghevy Tahoe V8, Aulo, PW, PL, Alloy Wheels, |
@ Boards, NAY, Ent. PKG, Leather, Heated/ | | Alloy Wheels, Leather, 3rd Row, Sunroof, | y PL,
oats i | LuggageRack, PW,PL,DVD,NAV | | Tow Package, PS, Great Shape
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the owner/victim.
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arrival Deputv met with the residence with Depu-
e i ?he ty. When asked to leave
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Anne Pindar, 43, Coun- owner told him that a the residence the offender

ty Road Sweetwater, was friend of hers, was wo-

chgrg_ed with Aggravated keﬂ up 'by the Qﬁ'enderﬂ
riminal Trespass. Mrs. Anne Pindar who
Deputy Spears LSO, was naked in bed with
and Deputy Pesterfield him and who was ex-
LCS0 responded to a call  ¢remely impaired to the

of an unwanted guest at pojnt of falling down
Bat Creek Rd. East. Up()ﬁ while wa }dﬁg Way()m
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stated that she was going
to bed, when asked again
she refused to leave. The
owner, nor any of the peo-
ple in the house knew the
offender nor gave her per-

mission to be in the resi-
dence. Both doors to the
residence were believed
to have been locked,
and the residences of the
home do not know which
door she came in through.
The offender was placed
into custody and trans-
ported toc Loudon County
Jail. All above did occur
in Loudon County, TN.

us with the bread of
life, and in turn we feed
and nourish the bodies
of God’s children.

Some years ago, the
church I was humbled
to served had a small

portant work. The staff
and volunteers took
great pride in stocking
the pantry with fresh
fruits and vegetables
in the summer months.
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When patrons came to
use the pantry, they are
greeted by name. There
are no restrictions on
who can use the pan-

try or how often they
can come. When peo-

ple come to the church
in need, we sometimes
feel helpless in the face
of the complex prob-
lems of poverty. Yet,
knowing we always
have food in the house
to oifer guests brings
a great deal of comfort
and purpose in these
difficult times.

Prayer: Feeding God,
help us to feed others
as you teed us. Nour-
1sh our physical bodies
and the bodies of those
around us. Amen.
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Hraud

HBallow, a'Texas man
who had seeming-
iy made a career
out of separating
neople from their
hard-earned  mon-
ey through various
financial  scams—
starting  back in
the 198Us. But that
career has {finally
come to end: The
75-year-old Ballow
was sentenced 1n
May to 40 years in
prison after pleading
guilty to defrauding
mvestors in a Neva-
da company. He was
also ordered to pay
more than $37 mil-
lion 1n restitution to
those nvestors.

And according to
FBI Houston Speua}
Agent Kendall Hop-
per, who worked the
case, what made this
particular criminal
scheme even worse
.was that Bailow had
perpetrated it while
he was a fugitive
irom justice hiding
out in Mexico. “Bal-
iow ftled the United
States in late 2004
right around the
time ne was sched-
ied to appear in
court for sentenc-
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INg on 4a prevﬁous
federai conviction
for fraud-related

money laundering,”
said Hopper, “but
instead of keeping a
iow profiie, he bra-
zenly continued his
criminal ways.”

In this most recent
scheme that net-
ted him the 40-vyear
prison term, Ballow
and co-conspirators
were able to buy
up the majority of
the publicly traded
shares of a Neva-
aa company called
=-SOL Internation-
al Corporation and
install fictitious
people as compa-
ny oiricers. At the
time, E-SOL had al-
mos{ no assets and
conducted no busi-
ness. Ballow then
rebranded E-SOL as
a holding company
for a couple of pho-
ny businesses—of
course  controiled
Dy nim and his as-
sociates—and  got
to work soliciting
investors.

“Ballow used lies
and deception to sell
stock in his compa-
nies to unsuspecting
investors, including
many Canadians,”

Malones Wrecker Service

 can 986-00

51

It A et Y - e e T gl
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sai¢ Hopper.
nid his frue identi-
ty, his past criminal
conviciions, and his
fugitive status. He
also published false
and misleading in-
tormation about the
companies in order
to tempt investors
and increase stock
prices.”

Une of the partic-
ular scams involved
Ballow—through
his phony compa-
nies—selling land
and ownership in-
terests 1in a number
of proposed resort
gevelopments  in
Mexice.  Potential
investors were even
taken on tours of
the properties. Of
course, expiained
Hopper, there were
never any actual re-
sorts buiit.

“Baliow used
ties and deception
to sell stock in his
companies to un-
Suspecting  ives-
tors.”

Kendall Hopper,
special agent, FBI
Houston

During his five-
plus years m Mex—
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ico, Ballow and his
Criminai associates
opened Various
bank accounts in
Mexico and sever-
ai other countries
and transferred
mitlions of dollars
i1 investment mon-
ey from his clients
into these bank ac-

counts—and ulti-
mately 1nto their
own pockets.

But the gravy

train ended in July
2010, when Ballow
was detained by
Mexican  author-
1tles on an arrest
warrant issued by
the Southern Dis-
trict of Texas relat-
ed to his previous
money laundering
conviction. He was
extradited back to
the U.S. i April
2011, and not long
atter that, he was
sentenced to 10

years on the money
iaundering charge.
- Also in July
2010, the same
month Ballow had

been apprehended
in Mexico, he was
indicted  again—

thls tlme lelated LO

e gl VA ey, -

e d

SR e T ek el PR e e e B, SR T A T e, A W " g T | N b e L g N e W L A R TR i A R AT e, b o T D L T, TR

B S A

ST T s e

...._ -

-

the B-S OL
traud scheme.
few months

stock

A
later.

nis co-conspirators
were 1ndicted and
additional charges

WETe

against Bailow.
This

lodged

C{)mp}ea

case, which start-

ed in the

FBI's San

Antonio Field Of-
fice but was even-
tually moved to the
Houston Division,
was worked close-
ly with the Internal
Revenue Service’s

Criminal

sion—in particular,
IRS-C1 Agent Aar-

on Gogley,

Investi-
gation (CI) Divi-

who

was detailed to an
FBI Houston task

force.
“Aaron
vital
investigation,”’
plained

Was

part of the
eX-

Hopper.

- "An important as-
pect of these kinds

ot cases

involves

iollowing the momn-

ey trail lex

it by the

criminals—and

Aaron’s

expertise

in doing just that

See Fraud cid on pg. 5
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multi-agency collab-

el pery g e T e e e e e P e e T T

stages of the distri-

Fraud ctd from pg. 4

oration—even across - bution Process.

national borders—in.
solving crimes and
protecting the public.

made a big difference
in the outcome of the
case.”

Gogley said that
mvestigators in the
case were motivated
by a desire to stop a
carecer criminal who
had financially hurt
a large number of
victims ifrom taking
advantage of one
more person. “Most
of Ballow’s victims
were not wealthy
people,” the IRS-
Cl agent explained.
“They were just reg-
ular folks planning
for their financial fu-
tures—1tamilies with
kids, workers nearing
retirement, retirees.
Some even took out
loans to fund their
investments, and the
loss of this money

had a severe impact
on them.”

In addition to the
IRS, the Bureau re-

ceived invaluable as-
sistance from author-
ities in Canada and
Mexico, along with
the U.S. Marshals
Service and Postal
Inspection  Service.
This case was vyet
another example of
the 1mportance of

e MM R S G AT L e i - py W R e e S, A e e S o D, 2

B My R
r J%%
R

Charges

James

rested in September
2017 at a motel in
White Pine, Tennes-
see, with co-defen-
dant Amanda Cure-
ton, 34, of Newport,
1Tennessee, after a
search of the room
uncovered a quan-
tity of meth and a
firearm. An addi-
tional quantity of
meth was found hid-
den within the per-
son of Romero after
his arrival at the jail.

search warrant
was obtained and
executed on the con-
tents of Romero’s
cell phone. Three
clear photographs
of Romero holding a
firearm were found
as well as a photo
of Romero holding
up a large amount
of cash. Three other
hotographs show
varying quantities
of meth in Romero’s
hands.  One other

photograph showed
meth in  various
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nessee,

months:

nessee,

nessee,
months.

iS set in
2018.
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Others who were
previously
tenced in this meth
trafficking conspir-
acy include Randall
Stephens,
34, of Cosby, Ten-
who was
sentenced to 100

SCII-

Christo-

her Justin Mixon,
3, of Parrottsville,
Tennessee, who was
sentenced
months; Larry Mi-
chael Allison, 37,
of Newport, Ten-
, Who was
sentenced
months; and Taylor
Denee Gudger, 24,
of Newport, Ten-

who was
sentenced

to 110

to 98

to 168

Cureton’s
senfencing hearing

eptember

Law enforcement
agencies participat-
ing in the investi-
gation included the
rBI, Bureau of Al-
cohol, Tobacco and
Firearms, Hambien

Snerift’s

Jeiferson

Sherifi’s

Office, White Pine
Police Department,
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Tennessee Bureau
O Investigation,
Tennessee Nation-
al Guard Counter
Drug Task Force,
Fourth District Ju-
dicial Drug Task
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Cocke
Shernftf’s
and the

Newport  Police
Department. As-

sistant U.S. Attor-
see Charges ctd. pg. 7

Force,
County

Office

521 Hwy 321N Suvite 3 {next 1o $taived Ink)

Pon't Walt to start feeling better!
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