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Shane Chaney ' see Assauit pg. 3

o Former Middle School Bookkeeper In-
: L OUs iCed Reputed Member gicted for Theft At least $15.908 Stolen
| EEEV@SE@TS allll %ESQ €rs LOST| Of Mafia Insane from West Bemis School.
| More Than $26 Million to Repeat| vice Lords Con-
:' Fraudster  victed For Herion
Distribution

On November 13, [SE 8 r——
2018, after a five- &

day jury trial before iz
the Honorable Cur- [Zie BB g . nmi & eranni
tis L. Collier, Senior el @8 . yor s ccoosomm
U.S. District Judge, ' '
James Silas, 50, of
the Chicago suburb
of Dolton, Illinois,

Marcus Davis

¢
D
fock

Fyre Festival Founder Sentenced Repu

e 1 p Y |

The slick, online mative weekends”
video promised pure with high-end ac-
luxury—it  showed mmodations and

attractive young pec- food.

; ple frolicking on the Instead,according to
beach near franslu- pumerous social me-
| cent Caribbean wa- dia posts and news
| ters and partying at media reports, the
' exclusive  concerts partygoers arrived
: ont a private 1sland. It in The Exumas, Ba-
f touted “an immersive  hamas, last April to
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music ~ experience find tents, cancelled |was convicted of ee School P.5
over “two transior- Vi 3
see FBE pg.4) | see Mafia pg.
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Poss. Of Drug Para. Offi-
Marecus Da‘visﬁ 36? N B Cer Sg leyan LCPD, WdsS

charged with Mfg/Del/ public intoxication call.

Sale or Poss. Of Meth,and ©MPployee stated 3 males
Poss. Of Drug Para. were leaving Walmart and

Robert Davis, 61, Mor- getting into a maroon ve-

ganton Road Greenback, hicle sitting in front of the

was charged with Mfg/Del/ awn and garden. Upon
Sale or Poss. of Meth, and 2rr1ving to the area Officer
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Xican Restaurant

arket Dr. * Lenoir City (In Front of Food City
Real Authentic Mexican Food at Affordable Prices
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) jects sitting inside the ve-
Street ILenoir City, was dispatched to Walmarttoa hicle. During questioning

| 2011 Honda PilotLuxurious, Leather, 3rd
| 44, DVD, NAV, PW, PL, PS, Tow, Luggage
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vehicle for a pat down of
weapons. As he stepped
out of the vehicle he then
was seen dropping a clear
plastic baggie down at his
teet, which later field test-

right seat passenger Mar-
cus Davis was seen con-
cealing an unknown item

and was removed from the See PI ctd to pg. 3

| Notice: The Daily Edition does not knowingly accept fraudulent or misicad.  §
| ingmaternials. The Daily Edition cannot guarantee the validity of offerings or |
statements contained herein. All liability for the contents of all advertising, and

i:or any claims that may arise therefrom, is the responsibility of the advertiser or
1ts agency. The Daily Edition reserves the right to reject, edit, or abbreviate any
advertisement submitted. Advertising is accepted with the understanding that all

liability for all copyright violations is the sole responsibility of the advertiser.
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| Photographs, artwork and other copy submitted for publication is considered |
§ the sole property of the advertiser. The Daily Edition will make every effort but |
will not be liable for failure to publish and ad or for typographical and layout
i errors. All statements and information about highlights featured items, letters to §
 the editor, herein are those solely given to the interviewer or writer and the Daily}
¥ Edition assumes no responsibility of the accuracy or validity thereof. The Daily
§ Edition will gladly reprint at no charge that part of an advertisement in which an

error occurs provided a claim is made within 3 days of the first publication of the
ad. Information contained in the Wazzup is received anonymously and the Daily |
Edition assumes no responsibility for information and reserves the right to edit §
or reject any and/or all submissions. The Daily Edition is a daily newspaper of
general circulation in Loudon County defined under TCA 2-1-104(a)(13).
Lhe Daily Edition also serves Monroe, Knox, Anderson, Roane and Blount coun-
ties and serves 30,000 readers weekly. Send mail to PO Box 1240, Lenoir City §
TN 37771. 865-771-2249. email: dan1204us@yahoo.com
The Daily Edition is Loudon County’s premier public interest and paid adverfising paper. The
Daily Edition is produced and published daily Monday through Friday and is circulated through- §
j out Loudon County and parts of Monroe and Knox Counties. Display advertising rates $5.00 per
colurrn inch and quantity discounts available. Call for information on Bpooming promotions and §
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2013 Toyota Corolia Low Miles, Like New, Locdl Car;
Alloy Wheels, PW, PL, 4 Cyi, A/C, Auto
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ed positive for metham-
phetamine. Driver Robert
Davis was removed at this
time and during pat down
search was found to have
approx.. .7 grams of a crys-
tal like substance i a clear
bag located 1n a cigarette
pack believed to be meth-
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amphetamine.
the vehicle Officer recov-
ered over 10 needles, 2 cut
coke cans with unknown
white substance on them,
filters used with needles to
filter narcotics, and sever-
al caps, all considered to
be drug para. Both were
placed under arrest.

i e o by
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search of Assault

Shane Chaney, 32, West
Ist Ave Lenoir City, was
charged with Aggravat-
ed Assault. Officer Es-
pinoza was dispatched
to Athens Community
Bank in regards to a pos-
sible domestic assault.
Officer made contact
with the victim who stat-
ed she was on her way
to pick up Shane Chaney
at the Bank parking lot.
When victim made con-
tact with Chaney she
noticed his demeanor
was unusual. Victim be-
gan to question Chaney
about why he was act-
ing strange. Chaney
admitted he had some
alcoholic beverages
throughout the day. Both
parties began to argue
about Chaney’s drinking
problem. Victim stat-
ed during the argument
Chaney grabbed her by
the throat and attempted
to hit her, before Chaney
could hit victim she was
able to run to her vehi-
cle. While in the vehicle
Chaney did struck and
broke the passenger side
rear view mirror. During
the Investigation 1t was
discovered that victim
did have contusions on
her neck. Chaney was
placed under arrest.

aiia

conspiring to distribute
one kilogram or more of
heroin.

Sentencing 1s set for
2:00 p.m., April 24, 2019
in U.S. District Court in
Chattanooga. Based on a
prior drug conviction and
a corresponding notice of

e T T e i e b X e T T e e T P e e e e e e e

enhancement filed by the
United States, Silas fac-
€s a statutory mandatory
minimum of 20 years to
life in prison, to be fol-
iowed by no fewer than
10 years of supervision
by U.S. Probation. He
also faces a fine of up to
$20,000,000.

Witnesses at trial testified
that Silas, who is reputed
to be a member of the na-
tionwide street gang Ma-
fia Insane Vice Lords and
kxnown by the moniker
“the Prince,” served as a
multi-kilogram source of
supply to heroin distribu-
tors and fellow gang mem-
ers based in Chattanoo-
a, iennessee; Knoxville.

ennessee; Atlanta, Geor-
ta; and elsewhere. Be-
inning in 2016, the Drug
Enforcement Administra-
tion (DEA) conducted a
series of court-authorized
wiretaps on a number tele-
phones belonging toc gang
members as a component
of the large-scale inves-
tigation. Through these
wiretaps, they discovered
the involvement of Silas
in this interstate conspira-
cy. Silas was arrested in
Hlinois and brought to the
Eastern District of Ten-
nessece for trial.

This investigation was
conducted by the DEA,
1n conjunction with the
Hamilton County Sher-
itf’s Office, and with the
assistance of local and
federal law enforcement
agencies 1n the Chicago
area. Assistant U.S. At-
torneys Kyle Wiison and
Scott Winne represented
the United States at trial.
Assistant U.S. Attorney
Michael Porter indict-
ed the case and handled
pre-trial matters.
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concerts, and cheese
sandwiches in lieu of
gourmet food. Many

attendees had paid
thousands of dollars
for their tickets.

"It was heavily mar-
keted on social media
by celebrities and via
word of mouth. The
testival targeted peo-
ple in their 20s and
30s, so a lot of people
on soctal media knew
about 1t,” said Special
Agent Matthew Tay-
ior, who oversaw the
investigation out of
the FBI's New York
Freld Office.

Fyre Festival founder
Willlam “Billy” Mc-
Farland’s company,
Fyre Media, started
a year earlier with an
app that was designed
to book celebrities for
special events. He got
the idea after meet-

ing and striking up a

fﬂand;shlp with a ce-
lebrity in the music
mdustry.

The business ap-
peared to be an op-
portunity to capture
a customer base of
wealthy young peo-
ple. McFarland’s sales
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Wrecker Service
Hiwy 70, Lenoir City
986-6518
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pitch was strong, and
at least 80 1nvestors
ponied up more than
$24 million to be a
part of it.
“McFarland was a
skilled, believable
salesman. He repre-
sented Fyre Media
as very profitable to
potential investors to
draw them in, which
was a he,” Taylor
satd. “The sales pitch
ulimately  worked,
and he convinced
people to invest in
what they thought
was a lucrative op-
portunity.”

But after the festival
was cancelled, inves-
tors and investigators
soon learned that Mc-
Farland, 26, had used
various  fraudulent
tactics to lure in in-
vestors. He used fake
financial statements
about the company
and told his investors
that a venture capital

ALLRD

me W(ﬂﬂd be invest-

im Fyre Media.
En fﬁp‘ﬁ"" the

venture
capttal firm had not
agreed to invest, be-
cause the firm had
not vetted the doc-
uments McFarland

provided to them.

1
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(Those documents
uitimately turned out
to be {raudulent.)
Fyre Media made
only a smalil fraction
of the money—and
completed few of the
celebrity  bookings
for the Fyre Festi-
val —that McFarland
had claimed to his
Investors.

“The sales pitch ulti-
mately worked, and
he convinced people
to invest in what they
thought was a lucra-
tive opportunity.”
Matthew Taylor, spe-
cial agent, FBI New
York _
McFarland also told
investors he had pur-
chased event cancel-
lation insurance for
the Fyre Festival so
they could recoup
their investment if
the festival did not
work out as planned.
In actuaﬁty he never
k““ght the insurance .
and the investors lost
their HiOHICY.

After the FB’Er learne
of the potential fraud
and conducted a sub-
sequent  investiga-
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arrested and charged
with wire fraud last
year. Yet, after plead-
Ing guilty to crimes
related to Fyre Media
and the Fyre Festival
and awaiting sen-
tencing, McFarland
began a new but sim-
ilar fraud scheme to
continue supporting
his own lavish life-
style, which included
high-end clubs, trav-
el, and other luxuries.
McFarland used an-
other company, NYC
VIP Access, to claim
to procure tickets for
exciusive  sporting
events, fashion galas,
music festivals, and
award shows. Given
the notoriety of the
Fyre Festival, he hid
his 1nvolvement in
the company though
nis employees, but
he still collected the
proceeds. For nearly
a year, the compa-

ny received approx-
imately $150,000

.irom 30 victims, who

either never Tecmveﬁ
the tickets they were
promised or received
tickets different from

S3ReG (Rane con Ne pilachant Do foles v, bul fwd dan simfal frecke pondenatk juoad
suniues Thice srw cven baties frr o Diplo-esined oot b not masdy bradhaa™

E_ f%iﬂ.t:fﬁ.«:“iL

A M e o T R P DPTEY  Vurle Tog —EE he o PR P ] e e b i T T L T T D E e T o e TR P e L P r i e P L EELT ST ey

“McFarland did not
have access toc the
tickets he said he
had access to,” Tay-
lor said. “Ahhough
this fraud was bra-
Zen, 1t's not unusu-
al to see recidivism
among fraudsters.”

In March, McFar-
land pleaded guilty
to wire fraud relat-
ed to his original
crimes, and in July,
he pleaded guilty to
an additional wire
fraud charge, bank
fraud, and false
statements steml-
ming from his sub-
sequent scheme.
On October 11, he
was sentenced to
SIX years in pris-
on. As part of his
guiity pleas, Mc-
Farland agreed to
forfeit $26 million
in ill-gotten gains.
Money that can be
recovered through
the asset forfeiture
process will be re-
turned to victims, if
possible, though that
will likely be a small
portion of what was
lost.

When Do We Meet:

Feery Monday Might
Dowrs open at Hpoi. Program starts
at 230, Childcars provided.

Where Do We Meeat:

201 M, B S
Lenoir Gy, TN 37772
B53.599.0025

Vthat Groups We Offen;
Lhemically Dependent Men & Women
LoDependent/Family Support Men &
Worren

“fouth Recovery 14 - 18
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gg pet supplies, fuel, might be tempted to because of the care-
, L tires, hair dye, and :-read it as such. This lessness of humanity, |

An - investigation grocery items. She. passageisnotsomuch but we will hold fast :
by the Tennessee also improperly uti- about whatis to come, (O yourcovenantsand
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]

Comptroller’s  Of-  ized the school’s butabout whatisactu- the gift of grace given |
fice, in cooperation tax-exempt status ally happening around !0 us, through your |
with  the Jackson g avoid sales tax- Jesus’ disciples. Son, Jesus  Christ.
Police Deparjtmem& es on purchases. During the 2000 Amen.
nas resulted in the She failed to pay years since the res-
ndictment of Judy the balance of the urrection of Jesus
Hale, the former card on time, which Christ, the temple has
bookkeeper at West reguited in a large been destroyed and
Bemis  Middle ynpajd balance, in- the Roman Empire
>chool In Jackson.  terest, and late fees. has fallen. There have
The investigation  jydy Hale was been earthquakes and
began ﬁfm' Jack- suspended with- famines, but humani-
son-Madison Coun- out pay and subse- ty continues to thrive
ty School District quently retired from upon the earth. Jesus’
OffiC}ﬁES Fep(?l‘t_ﬁ-“ the Jackson-Madi- words invite us then
missing deposits 0 son County School to think not so much
the  Comptrolier’s System  effective about rulers and king-
Office and Jackson Qctober 7, 2017. doms on earth. but
Police. She was indicted by about the kingdom of
Investigators the Madison Coun- God. The stone struc
: determined that ty Grand Jury on turesof humanity may
Hale stole at least Qctober 29, 2018 tumble and fall, but
515,908  between for one count of God wil always love
_ July 2017 and Octo-  theft over $10,000. and care for us. God
oer 2017. She failed  “School  system will not abandon us.
to  deposit cash officials must en- Weare called to live in
f_ trom candy, T-shirt, gyre that bookkeep- faith and to trust in the
cookie dough, and ers and cashiers word of promise God
discount card fuﬂiﬁd" follow established has bestowed upon us
-_ raisers. Instead, she  policies to separate - the gift of grace giv-
kept the money for money handling re- en to us through Jesu
her personal benefit. sponsibilities,” said Christ.
Investigators were  Comptroller Justin Prayer:  Lord, the
ii unable to account P Wilson. “Recon- world may seem (o
: for an additional ciing credit card be coming to an end
1 $63475 that was col- statements and de-

ected from fund- positing collections
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' raising activities  within three days
but not deposited. j;jg0 help avoid

Hale did not prepare  fraudulent activity.”
i and keep detailed

records  of these The Good News
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vestigators were not McCarter

able to definitively Scripture: Mark
determine who was 13.7.¢

responsible for this Ty, point of this

shortfall. '

" reading from Mark
us‘i‘giﬂégﬁggg j i%}i is not to predict the
card to make unau- . ooy tming of
the end of the world,
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