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Benjamin Cordero,
26, Cress Lane Lenoir

City, was charged with
DUIL. Trooper Pau

Clendenen THP, paced
a vehicle at 83 (n a 65
mph zone on 1-40.

traffic stop was con-
ucted, when Trooper
proached the ve-
icle the dniver Ben-
jamin  Cordero only
cracked the window
about inches and

see THP pg. 2. Benjamin €

- The Case of the ‘Kung Fu Panda’ Fraud
Massachusetts Man Made Bogus Claim Film
Was His Idea
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Adan Salazar see Assault pg.
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rawing on left de- panda sketches from aj. = 7
picts panda from a Disneycoloringbook. [0 g7 —an o L T
1996 Disney coloring A Massachusetts manf . B il o s 0 o0 ey
DOOK: drawing on right 1S behind bars after his
1s onc that Jayme Gor- scheme to defraud the
don traced and claimed makers of the animat-
was his own during ed film Kung Fu Pand
his attempt to defraud backfired.
the makers of the film  Jayme Gordon
Kung Fu Panda. latmed that Dream
; Jayme Gordon  Works Animation SKG,
claimed the makers Inc. stole his idea fo
of the animated film the characters and sto-
“Kung Fu Panda” stole ry behind the popula
s 1dea and drawings 2008 film, and in 2011
or the movie,butit was the Boston-area resident
1scovered that Gordon f{iled a civil suit against
had traced some of his '
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Verse of the Day Obituaries Weather 69F. ]

Blessings crown the 355 inside loday: Partly cloudy in Tluesday iervals —off g i

Lead of the riohteous Wﬁzmﬁp the morning followed by ¢louds and sunshine. AL |[1s JHIE 1h |

oy = " Special deals, BIG scatiered thunderstorms stray shower 011; 1thundm‘ i

‘N violence over- j ‘ storm 1s possible. Hisgh 1
BOOM  Packages 18r18Fthe arternoon. High oor P o LR

whelms the mouth of .
he wicked. — Prov. just .fOI' yOou ONLY Tonight: Partly cloudy. A Tuesday Night Vari
| at Bimbos! The Fire- stray shower or thunder- @ble clouds with a slight

erbs 10:6 works [eader! storm is possible. Low  (Confinued on page 6)
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NnoL  answer

[Nslyg

kept his hands on the wheel
he woluld not make eye con-
lact with the Trooper

When Trooper ask for eye
contact he noticed Cordero
had bloodshot eyes. Trooper
could smeli the odor of mar-
juana on Cordero breath,
and observed a glass pipe
in the floorboard when he
had Cordero exit the vehicle
Cordero did poorly on sobri-
ety test and stated he would

=St Mgt e kg L el b el e e S o gt i e T il o e e e e g T L s e L g G T T L A S Rl i AT Rl gty e e e LA S Ty P e T

arrest.

AR o A e S L A A= S R

#
3
o
¥
3
!

Washer,
Freezer,

o1
Cal

TS, L

RN LA e o o el e

A7 I T A T e T L AL 2 TR T T - i e R I e L T I o i e ML .-'-nwn:-.-r:-n:;z-‘...‘.r:tfa.'-!-ﬂf‘.ﬂr‘. =

S T W - 2 e, i b 1 e o e i

ad e !
.1*"'-'"’

I T R o o e 1 T e T Ly i < i b e

¥

L
1

B LR RS | T F

‘-r:ll r
%
Big £

P

Akl 14 s

TR et Rt mi L e g i T e M L g

(L= s

:
Ty

>

o PR L T

LT A

T e g P T D g 1

P it L T S A R

2011 Nissan Pathfinder Lug%ge Rack
Back Up Camera, Tow PKG PL PS,

Bt Ly BT [T e e T
AR Y G e BB

o )
5 5
o -
] :
i r
o r
- ]
=LF W
P e AT e =T e 1 1 e i g i (e E e Al e DU T R rdmd R e e b A | b A o R Ly T L R L U S el T RIT © L o o, Ly
I
e =i
=
i

L HE TR L R i D T N R L L LSS DAL FE ERT . T WL TR | R L B P LR T s R RN Ty Pl LEERE | JRIE T TIF PRACRURY AR R g i, 3 T o e R Bt AT

LR LTI TP L H LU b

B T

o L

A TN T e g T

X
Ef
4
.!'I.
2 ¢
i o
o 1=
£3 i
f:-l' b
L
7
5 5
i 5
Sih 3
it %
72}

a
=

b
=

2012 Dodge Ram 5.7 V8, 4x4, Remote Start,
Flip Up Tow Mirtor, Bed Liner, Tow PKG, Chrome
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without his lawyer present.
Cordero was placed under

er, Stove,

efrigerator.
0 & up

423-351-4319
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2007 Mazda RX8 Alloy Wheels, Sporty, 6
Spd, Sunroof, PW, PL, Bose Premium Speak-
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| Notice: The Daily Edition does not knowingly accept fraudulent or misiead- |
: % ing materials. The Daily Edition cannot guarantee the validity of offerings or §
1§ statements contained herein. All liability for the contents of all advertising, and §
; | tor any claims that may arise therefrom, is the responsibility of the advertiser or j
;I 1ts agency. The Daily Edition reserves the right to reject, edit, or abbreviate any :
| advertisement submitted. Advertising is accepted with the understanding that all §
liability for all copyright violations is the sole responsibility of the advertiser. |

Photographs, artwork and other copy submitted for publication is considered
the sole property of the advertiser. The Daily Edition will make every effort but §
will not be liable for failure to publish and ad or for typographical and layout
errors, All statements and information about highlights featured items, letters to |

the editor, herein are those solely given to the interviewer or writer and the Daily¢
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Edition assumes no responsibility of the accuracy or validity thereof. The Daily §
i ¢ bdition will gladly reprint at no charge that part of an advertisement in which an ¢

error occurs provided a claini is made within 3 days of the first publication of the;
ad. Information contained in the Wazzup is received anonymously and the Daily 3
Edition assumes no responsibility for information and reserves the right to edit |
or reject any and/or all submissions. The Daily Edition is a daily newspaper of |
general circulation in Loudon County defined under TCA 2-1-104(a)(13).
he Daily Edition also serves Monroe, Knox, Anderson, Roane and Blount coun-§
ties and serves 30,000 readers weekly. Send mail to PO Box 1240, Lenoir City
TIN37771.865-771-2249. email: dan1204us@yahoo.com
1he Datly Edition is Loudon County’s premier public interest and paid advertising paper. The
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2008 Ford F350 V10, P«ui'a, Dually, Lem‘her
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Joshua Wright, 22,
Bishop Road Knox-

ville, was charged
with DUI, and Poss.

of Drug Para. Deputy

Kevin Dailey LCSO,

was advised by dis-
patch about a caller
who stated she thought
she had heard a wreck
around Hwy 72 at
Matlock Bend Road.
While in the area Dep-
uty tound a brown ve-
hicle 1n the ditch at the
mtersection of Hwy
72 and Matock Bend
Road. C(ontact was
made with a male at
the back of the vehi-
cle identified as Josh-
ua Wright, who was
sweating  profusely
which was not nor-
mal tor the weather.
Wright had an odor
of an alcoholic bever-
age , and bloodshot
eyes. Wright stated he
would not be able to
pertorm sobriety test
due to hurting his leg
but  refused medical

‘orm the eye portion
of sobriety test and did
poorly. szht stated
there was a marijua-
na grinder, ptpe, and
rolling papers in the
vehicle. Wright was
piau,d undu‘ arrest.
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treatment. He did per-
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Ubituaries

James Allen Nix,
age 53 ol Sweetwater,
passed away Thursday,
suly 29th, 2017.

Known by family
and friends as Jamie
and “Bubba” to the
kids, he was born to the
late Aubrey Lee and
Goldie Irene (Phillips)
Nix. He was a candy
maker tor more than
20 years tor the Blan-
ton Candy Company,
Sweetwater. He en-
joyed working on his
old 1970 Dodge Char-
ger and was an avid
collector of KISS and
tvil Knlevel memora-
bilia.

In addition to his
parents, he was pre-
ceded in death by his
nephew, Scott.

Survivors  include
nis wife of 23 years,
Yvette Frndley Nix,
Sweetwater; children.
Jonathon Nix, Ryan
and Michael Smali-
wood; grandchildren,
Trinity and Isaac Nix;
brother, Kenneth Nix:
sister, Pam Traylor;
sisters in-law, Katrina
Neuhard (and fiancee
Donnte Erickson).and

rPuckett:

Landscape Install Team Memiber

landscape install,

j Landscapes & Gardens by Pam is a full-service;
]
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construction, and maintenancel |
company. Looking for motwated hard-working, and;

lcustomer-service based people. We have Immedlate
f l-time openings tn the company that will allow ford

orowth and promotion. We are a high quality, cus—
mmu -service based company with full-time work
’n ailable, based on weather conditions.

s -H0-50 hours Monday -
tor any hours over 0.
Requirements:

{ a %%-8% 8992
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txperience in landscaping is a plus, but a willi
tess o learn and the ability

ronment is of the utmost priority. Typical work weeky
Friday. with time and hal

mg

MNust hine avahid s driver's heense
Nust be able to pass a drug test
\'Lm

uinv e dependable transportation 1o and from work g

fi

to work 1n a team Envi-i
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brother in-law, Larry
(Grooms; nieces and
nephews, Jessica Nix,
Ashley, Devin and Jar-
ed Neuhard, Tori and
Mitchell Puckett, Kev-
in Grooms and special
tormer brother in law,
Kelly Neuhard.
Services  honoring
and remembering Ja-
mie will be held 11:30
AM Saturday, July 1st
in McGill Click Chapel
with Rev. Gail Fridley
officiating. Interment
to follow in Sweetwater
Valley Memorial Park.
Jamie struggled with
cancer which spread
throughout his body
and ultimately took his
life. The family has
asked that in place of
floral or charitable gifts
that financial donations
may be made to the
funeral home to help
during this difficult
ttime. The family will
receive friends 10:00
11:30 AM Saturday
prior to the service at
McGill Click Funerals
& Cremations, 1366
Hwy 72 N, Loudon
Sammie Joe Lowe,
78 of Cleveland, passed
away Thursday, June 29,
2017. He was preceded
In death by his parents,
rFrank “Roadman” - and
Laura (T me) Lowe
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sisters, Nora and Dora
Lowe; brothers, Jimmy,
Charlie, Amos, Bill and
Frank Lowe. Survivors
include his daughters,
Sandra and Cindy Lowe,
of Calhoun; sister, Lucy
(J.T.) Letterman, of
Loudon; nephew, Bil-
ly (Pamela) Lowe, of
Loudon; and grandchil-
dren, nieces and neph-
ews. Funeral service will

insured
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be 7:00 pm Saturday,
Loudon Funeral Home
Chapel, with Rev. An-
thony Sutton officiat-
ing. Interment 11:00
AM, Sunday, Roberson
Cemetery. The fami-
iy will receive friends
5:00 - 7:00 pm, prior to
the service on Saturday.
Loudon Funeral Home
1s in charge of the ar-
rangements.
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Fraud _ Agent Scott McGaunn,
who 1nvestigated the
case from the FBI’s
Boston Division, “but
1t was all lies.”

Protecting 1ts intel-

Works used his ideas, lectual property was

and he claimed to have a serious matter for

evidence,” said Special DreamWorks, and the

the  studio  seeking
more than $12 million
in damages.

“He said Dream-
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company spent $3 mil-
ion defending itself
against the charges in
a case that dragged on
with motions, e-mails,
and deposttions for
more than two years.
Gordon  produced
drawings that appeared
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to validate his claims,

and his attorneys were
convinced he had a
strong case. “We lat-
er showed that those
drawings had been fal-
sifted and backdated as
part of Gordon’s elab-
orate ruse,” McGaunn
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said.

Investigators learned
that months before the
release of Kung Fu
Panda, Gordon saw a
trailer for the movie.
He had previously cre-
ated drawings and a
story about pandas—
which he called “Pan-
da Power”—that bore
ittle  resemblance to
the movie characters.
He proceeded to re-
vise his “Panda Power”
drawings and story, and
renamed 1t “Kung Fu
Panda Power.”

Gordon later filed the
copyrignt infringement
suit  against  Dream-
Works, and during the
course of that lengthy
civil hitigation, he per-
jured himself and pro-
vided falsified docu-
ments to the court. “He
was using the legal
system to try and extort
over $12 million from
DreamWorks,” C-
(Gaunn said.

Ultimately, in addi-
flon to fabricating and
backdating  sketches
that supported his suit,
it was discovered that
Gordon  intentionally

eieted relevant evi-
ence on his computer
hat he was required to
roduce, and he lied
urtng  court-ordered
€posItions.

The truth came to
light when Dream-
Works learned that
Gordon had traced
some of his panda
drawings from a Dis-
ney The Lion King
coloring book. Those
sketches, which he
claimed to have drawn

in 1992 and 1993, were
copied from the color-
Ing book, which was

not published until
1996.

“The coloring book

see fraud ctd. pg. 7
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Stephame  Ledbet-
ter, 41, Cloyds Church
Road Greenback, was
charged with DUT.

According to the
report, Deputy Kev-
in Dailey LCSO, ob-
served a silver vehicle
on Meadows Road
West cross the center
line multiple times.
Traffic stop was 1niti-

ated where the dniver

discovery was the
smoking gun 1n the
civil case,” McGaunn
said. Gordon dropped
his copyright infringe-
ment lawsuit, but he
was by no means done
with the legal system —
he was now the subject
of a criminal case for
the crimes he had com-
mitted. Gordon was ul-
timately charged with
pulled mto a dnve- perjury and wire fraud.
way on Sheets Hollow At his criminal tri-
Road. al 1 2016, Gordon

Deputy made con- maintained he  had
(act  with the driver not traced his draw-
Stephanie  Ledbetter, ings from the color-
who had a strong odor ing book. Instead, he
of an alcoholic bever- claimed, Disney—like
age coming from her DreamWorks—had
person. Ledbetter did  copied his drawings
boorly on  sobriety and based characters in
test, and placed under The Lion King on his
arrest. Deputy located work. He also claimed
a Bud Lieht half full that DreamWorks and
in the passenger floor Disney had copied oth-
oard. er characters from his
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Pennte Lindsey
Atfiliate Broker.

River Rock Real Estate
wwaw RiverRock TN com
Pennie@riverrockin.com
865-755-5264 - Cell
865-635-9706 Ext. 2 - Business
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“The jury didn’t buy
it for a second,” Mc-
Gaunn said.

Gordon was found
gullty on numerous
counts of perjury and
wire fraud. In May
2017, the 51-year-old
was sentenced (o two
years in prison and or-
ered to pay more than
$3 million in restitu-
tion.

“It’s possible that
when Gordon  first
saw the movie he had
believed that Dream-
Works stole something
from him-—that he
came up with the orig-
inal 1dea for a kung fu
fighting panda,” Mc-
Gaunn said. “But even
it be did initially believe
that, his actions after-
ward were criminal: He
copied and backdated
others’ drawings, de-
stroyed computer evi-
dence he was ordered
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VIST OUR OFFICE TODAY FOR AR INTERVIEW

: 3286 Northpark Blvd Suite D
| {coa

865)238-5736

. ow - S+ i v E Lia e, LR R L i
- rTEOLORE S 4. -~ A B r P A
£ L R L ! 4 - i’ 3 E Lo -+ 4 ~ =Tl
cPif LERL Txan  Pa o B A I S S L F
T I B R T Th I B " L 3 S
- LR - [ i T i A i R A e
"t ¥ .‘. - - 3 I H [ .o - - . = :
rt tE T oF : 't:"-'-:’-?-;': Trn TuF R I t’“ - L -
e DT T T S TDARAS DIV L e Dl p R e e i el e T T R TR A T S T A i S e i e e e

OFFICEHOURS
MONDAY THRU THURSDAY 8 A.M. - 7 P,
' - FRIDAY 3 A.M. - 5 PM.

T

R T P DY T 0 L o T P T Fo - C P . P PR

Page 7 ¢ Daily Edition ¢ July 3,2017

e

A S L e T e T A L e Rl A T L P R B A D A i VT i T R aboh o,

to tumm over, and lied tem to extort Dream-
under oath—all to fur- Works in the hopes that
ther his civil suit.” they would quickly set-

in the end, McGaunn tle. He was counting on

said, “Gordon was us- that, but he was sadly
ing the civil court sys- mistaken.”
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mittee will meet at 2:30pm at thel
Loudon County Office Building on|
he following dates:

onday, July 10, 201
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| luesday, July 11, 201
| Wednesday, July 12, 2017
| Thursday, July 13, 2
. Friday, July 14,2017
| The regular July monthly meeting
will proceed as previously sched-
uled, on Monday, July 17, 2017,
4:00 pm at the Loudon County Of-
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+ DON’T MISS THESE GREAT
OPPORTUNITIES

- BRING STATE ISSUED ID
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ECURITY CARD OR BIRTH
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