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132 m.p.h. speeder
nabbed for DUI

Deputy Charles Butler,
LCSD was patrolling the
area of Hwy 411 Morth when
he locked a blue vehicle in
on radar at 132mph in a
50mph zone. Upon activat-
ing his lights and siren the
officer attempted to stop the
vehicle but it did not stop
until the Monroe County line
on Hwy 411,

The driver was identified

(see Kennedy pg. 3)

A 911 call alerting police
to a possible drunk driver
on the interstate resulted in
the arrest of a young Loudon
man who was charge with
his third DUI.

Justin Earl Dotson, 22,
of Steekee Road, Loudon,
was charged with DUI 3rd,
and violation of implied

consent. According to the
(see Dotson pg. 8)

Truck reported stolen

A local man called police manwho wasn't home when

to report the larceny of a the theft occurred.
vehicle belonging t another  According to records,
(see Truck pg. 9)

Justm Earl Datsnn

Pills found on LC man

Deputy Marty Stanley
LCSD was on saturation
patrol in the area of Lenoir
City on Hwy 11, The deputy
observed a tan vehicle turn
into the oncoming lane of
traffic while turning left. The
vehicle was almost com-
pletely on the opposite side
of the roadway and was
stopped on Hwy 11.

The driver was identified
as Christopher Dale Blile,
35, of Beals Chapel Road,
Lenair City. Mr. Blile could

(see Blile pg. 11)

Truck trailer stolen

Authorities were called local man’s property.
to investigate the theft of According to records,
a trailer Friday after it was Deputy Freddie Gene Walk-
discovered missing from a er, LCSD responded to a

Chfistnpher Dalr.-‘z- Blile

(see Trailer pg. 4)

Utility trailer stolen

A local couple called po-  trailer had been stolen.
lice when they returned Records indicate Deputy
home to find their utility Lawson, LCSD was dis-

{see Stolen pg. 6)

2008-09 Gun Season For Deer
Beginning Home Stretch

Mashville, - Tennessee's heading down the home
second segment of gun stretch with one deer unit
season for deer hunters is slated to have its season

(see Season pg. 8)

Verse of the day
The fear of the
Lord is the begin-
ning of knowledge:
but fools despise
wisdont and instruc-
tion..
Proverbs 1.7

Obituaries
Melodee Maxwell
Jackson

Weather:

Today: Considerable
cloudiness. Highs in
the upper 40s.
Tonight: Lows in the
low 40s.

Tuesday: Chance of
showers. Highs in
the upper 50s and
lows in the upper
40s,

Wazzup
Happy Birthday, Daniel
Capps! We love Youl
Glad to have you on

bﬂard Pat Morgan -
you're doing a great job!
Horoscopes

Capricorn
tDec 22-Jan 20}

You feel pretty great
right now, which might
put you at odds with a

family member or co-
worker who is Teeling
too emotional. There's
no need to inflict your
happiness on them
just now!

{see Horoscopes pg. 2)
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oroscopes

Aquarius
{Jan 21-Feb 19)

Try your best not
to just dig out your
checkbook or credit
card at the first sign
of stress -- it's way
too easy for you to
overspend today. If
you can keep yourself
from spending a cent,
it's a big win!
Pisces
(Feb 20-Mar 20}

Your energy is still
flowing freely and you
can get almost any-
thing done. In fact,
this may be your most
productive day in
quite a long time and
you should be able to
kee.p gaing late.
Aries
(Mar 21-Apr 20)

You need to avoid
the temptation to take
on new challenges
today -- you've got
enough going on! It's
one of those days
when you are much
better off sticking with
the tried and true.
Taurus
(Apr 21-May 20)

Yau may usually see
yourself as somewhat
conservative in your
approach to change,
but today is perfect
for big, radical plans.
You ought to be able
to pull off something
really satisfying.
Gemini
(May 21-June 21)

You're usually pret-
ty solidly in favor of
change -- as long
as it's not toc pain-
ful or radical. Today,
you may find yourself
yearning for some-
thing much bigger
than usual, so think
it throuah and then

o for it!

ancer
{Jun 22-Jul 22}

You're feeling pretty
great about the day,
thanks to an infusion
of positive energy
that keeps your emo-
tions right where they
should be. It's a good
day to take care of big
or intense projects.

Leo
(Jul 23-Aug 23}

Keep your check-
book locked away
today -- you need
to avoid the tempta-
tion to get involved
with new financial
schemes. Even a tiny
investment can turn
into a huge headache
if you jump in today!
Virgo
(Aug 24-Sep 23)

Try not to push any
friends too hard today
-- they are almost
certainly more sensi-
tive than they're let-
ting on. It’s a really
good time for you to
turn that criticism into
wholehearted sup-
port!

makes more sense
to you. It's tough, but
you've got to make
the call..

Scorpio

{Oct 24-Nov 22)

You need to deal
with some big stuff
today -- but you've
got better energy than
almost anyone else,
so it should go guite
well for you. Use your
imagination and you
ShDU|Eﬂ be g_;olden_
Sagittarius
(Nov 23-Dec 21)

It's a tough morn-
ing for getting gout
of bed, but somehow
you manage. Your
energy levels never
quite reach the point
you'd like them to,
but it's all just part of
life's ebb and flow.

Police Beat
Daniel Erick Louder-
milk, 23, of Dogwood
Lane, Loudaon, was
charged with driving
on revaked.
According to the
repaort, Officer De-
wayne Williams, LPD
stopped Loudermilk
for his license plate

Andrew Robert Yel-
verton, 19, of Turman
Drive, Lenoir city was
charged with violation
of probation.

According to the af-
fidavit, Yelverton was
convicted of speed-
ing, driving without
a license, reckless
endangerment, evad-
ing and simple pos-
session and was
sentenced to proba-
tion for 11 months 29
days.

Since then he has
tested positive for
cocaine and mari-
juana. Officer Greg
Reno, LCPD made
the arrest.

ST
The 4th annual
Soup s On 1o ben-
elit Kids First Child
Advocacy Center
will be held on Janu-
ary 21, 2009, tfrom
11:00—1:00 p.m. and
4:30—7:00 p.m. at the
Tellico Village Come-
munity Church Chris-
tian Lile Center. Tick-
ets cost $10.00—buy
your tickets garly and
save 52,00 ($12.00 at
the door). For more
information please
call Denise at Kids
First CAC (Bh5) 986-
15035,

Darrell Moats
Heating & Cooling
- SALES * SERVICE

INSTALLATION

986-HEAT

(4328)
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Libra
(Sept 24-Oct 23)
You're well known
for understanding
both sides of the argu-
ment, but today you
can't seem to make
up your mind which

hanging off the bum-
per.

A check showed
Loudermilk to have
a revoked license for
DUI. Officer Dewayne
Williams, LPD made
the arrest,

PAUL’S TIRE & FURNITURE, INC.

Bedroom Suites, Living Room and Dining
Room sets, Curi

TV/DVD Stands,;
Mattress sets.
Excellent Prices

All tires on Sale Too

Call for Quotes:
458-92109 or

408-0679
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Melodee Maxwell
Jackson, age 41, of
Lenaoir City, passed
away suddenly Tues-
day, December 30, 2008
at her home, Melodee
was a 1985 graduate of
Greenback High School.
She was an employee of
Kroger for 22 years and
currently served as head
of the floral department
at Markelplace Store.
Preceded in death by
her grandparents, John
and Louise Maxwell, Lil-
lie Mae and Lewis Frid-
ley and uncle, James
Waughn, Jr. Survived
by her parents, Carroll
and Lequeta Maxwsll,
orather, Carroll Maxwell,
Jr.; aunts and uncles;
Mary Lynn Vaughn, Ray
and Sue Maxwell, all of
Lenoir City, Patricia and

ﬂm{al

rfes
Jack Abbott of Oneida,
Hubert and Sue Fridley
of Chattanooga, and
John and Daoris Fridley
of Kokomo, IN; flance’,
David King of Maryville;
best friends, Kimberlea
Waterhouse of Lenoir
City and Vivian Nowad-
ing of Maryville along
with many other friends
at the Krogar Company.
Melodee also has many
cousins that survive
her. The family will ra-
ceive friends from 510 7
p.m. Friday with funeral
services to follow at 7
p.m. in the Click Fu-
neral Home Chapel with
Rev. Charlie Carpen-
ter officiating. Family
and friends will gather
at the funeral home
by 12:30 on Saturday
and proceed to Davis

Cemetery for graveside
services at 1 p.m. Click
Funeral Home, 109 Wal-
nut Street, Lenoir City
is serving the family of
Melodee Maxwell Jack-
30N,

Kennedy

as Christopher Todd
kennedy and he had
a strong odor of an al-
coholic beverage on
his person. Kennedy
performed poorly on
sobriety tasks. A pas-
senger was also in
the vehicle as well
identified as Brandon
Shawn Tilley. Tilley
alsa had an odor of
an intoxicant on his
breath and person
and was unsteady on
his feet.
Christopher Todd
Kennedy, 33, of Corn-
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tassel Road, Vonore,
was charged with DUI
and reckless endan-
germent, The passen-
ger, Brandon Shawn
Tilley, 28, of Toqua
Lane, Vonore, was
charged with public
intoxication. Deputy
Charles Butler, LCSD
made the arrests.
Police Beat

Kelly M. Taylor, 32,
of East 1st Avenue,
Lenoir City, was
charged with domes-
tic assault.

According to the
report, Officer Al-
len Bean, LCPD re-
sponded to a domes-
tic assault call. Upon
arrival and investi-
gation Kelly Taylor
was determined 1o be

the primary aggressor
and had assaulted
her sister by pushing
her and grabbing her
arms.

Taylor continued
to verbally curse the
victim who did have
a small cut on her
right arm. Witnesses
confirmed the victim's
statement of events.
Officer Allen Bean,
LCPD made the ar-
rest.

Courtney Darlene
Brown, 23, of Danel-
son Road, Philadel-
phia, was charged
with a mittimus out of
Lenair City.

Officer B. Gentry
LCPD made the ar-
rest.
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Trailer

report of theft of a
trailer and spoke with
hir. Jeff A. McDon-
ald who advised he
discovered his 18-
foot dual wheel trailer
missing. He stated
it was there around
7:00 a.m.. Whoever
took the trailer should
nave damage to the
right rear of their ve-
hicle. The vehicle hit
the gate and the post
as they were leav-
ing toward Highway
11. There was dirty
green paint on the
gate. Mr. McDonald
stated the trailer had
new tires from the
Loudon Coop.

The trailer is black
and has two tailgates
for loading a tractor;
it had some rotten
wood bhoard on the
floor. The light hook
up on the stolen trailer
had burnt places on it
from being dragged.
The wheels were 8
lugs.

The value of the loss
is $2,000.

Police Beat

Marc Duane How-
ard, 40, Upper
Street, Loudon, was
charged Tuesday with
two counts of bad
checks.

According to re-
cords, the arrest
came after Officer
Blake Morman, LPD,
stopped Howard's
vehicle for his driver's
side brake lights not
working and upon
running him through
MCIC discovered he
had two warrants for
bad checks against
hirn.

Courtney Nicole
Turner, 29, of Louis
Lane, Harriman, was
charged with violation
of community correc-
tions.

According to the
affidavit, Turner was
convicted of sched-
ule Il drugs {meth)
and sentenced to
community correc-
tions for 8 years.
Since then she has
new Roane County
meth charges. Depu-
ty Brian Smith, LCSD
made the arrest.

JUMP START THE HOLIDAYS

{1, available

“We also of fer

adult classes.

self-defense classes, opew
classes for ages 6 & up. &

TTJC Karafe

Loudon * 710 Mulberry St.

869-458-1445

~ WITH A FREE UNIFORM!

Get a FREE uniform & 4
wt’fks of instruction for r::lr.r!}

$39. 95'

% Privale dasses

i

" When vou've fried the rest, come fo the best!

" Global Loan & Pawn

Buy, SELL anp Pawn

Title Loans, Jewelry, Electronics, Guns,
Musical Equipment & Scrap Gold!

KBoyx, PS2, Gamecube Games $8 each or 4 for $20|
Tools 30%0FF - We Buy Gift Cards

& &
ﬂ“NS starting at sﬁg.““ while supplies last
401 West Broadway Lenoir City

865-988-5263 Tille l“ans

GE] Get Your FREE Full Spinal Examination EXEl/
Value No Obligation - Nothing To Pay Value
Find out now whether careful, professional chiropractic care can
relieve your aches and pains.

The examination normally costs $150 or more. It will include orthopedic
test, a neurological test, a blood pressure test, a spinal alignment check,
an examination for restricted or excess motion in the spine, a test for
muscle strength, an X-Ray, and a private consulatation with the doctor
to disuss the results. FREE! Call for your FREE appointment

A Healthy Life Chiropractic - Dr. David Holt, D.C.

Broadway - Lenoir City $150
988-9004 Value
Medicare, Tenncare and many more insurances accepted
Check Out Our Brand New

U-Pull-it Auto Parts Bill‘lll
Over 500

Vehicles i )
In Stock AII Makes & Mndels
We Buy Salvageable New parts Vehicles

Cars, Toolll

H Arriving Daily
Cheapest Prices On

Chevelle, Camaro, Nove, Impala,

Parts Anywhere! 753 "\ionte Carlo, GTX, Road
Parts for 1960-2003 Runner, Mustang, Cutlass, El
Models Camino, SS, Torino, Galaxy,

Also Parting Out Barracuda, LeMans, Challenger,
Antique Vehicles  “"}igp SEIIIIIII Used Tires!

123-359543

Hwy 11, Sweetwater
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Stolen

patched to Bird Road
where he spoke with
James and Donna
Barber who advised
they left the house
at separate times on
Thursday morning
and when they l|ater
returned around thay
discovered their utility
trailer gone.

The trailer is 5x10,
two wheels, black in
color, with a white
stripe down the side.
The value was esti-
mated at $700.
Police Beat

Glynn Allen Hughes,
31, of Blacksferry

Lane, Knoxville, was
charged with driving
on revoked 2nd of-
fense, driving under
the influence, simple
possessmr‘ of mari-

\IES « 3862227

Mg~

juana and possession
of drug parapherna-
lia.

According to the re-
port, Deputy Jerramie
Bowen, LCSD
stopped a vehicle for
violation of the light
law and viclation of
registration. The ve-
hicle had a brake light
out and the tag came
back to a different
vehicle.

The driver was iden-
tified as Glynn Hughes
and a check showed
his license to be re-
voked with one prior
conviction. Hughes
had a strong smell of
an alcoholic beverage
on his person and
petformed poorly on
sobriety tasks.

Deputy Michael
Watkins, along with

K2 Denero responded
ARTT'S ADTO SALES = 965

-I and the canine alerted

on the vehicle. During
a search a pipe was
found along with a
small cigarette con-
taining a green leafy
substance believed

986-505

Road Test &
Lift IIIS[IEI.‘-'IIEIII

‘)86-5050

to be marijuana. Dep-
uty Jerramie Bowen
LCSED made the ar-
rest.

Bradford Virgil
Cooley, 28, of Avery

ADVANCED TRANSMISSIONS

“Discover A Proven Value That Gives Positive Results”
Import & Domestic
We Specialize In Computer Controlled & Overdrive Transmissions

St. Lenoir City, was
charged with violation
of community correc-
tions.

Deputy Mike Wil-
liams LCSD made the
arrest.

0 ( “Keeping pace with today's technology ")

200 W. Broadway
Lenoir city

q
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Margy

s Auto Sales
986-2222
Payments As Low As 59 a week* HURRY! These Deals Won't Last!!

Ellﬂlllll

** 530,90 aweeh is on select cars, *Down payments plus tax, tag and fees on da].r of sale. See deaber for detalls,

ARFS AUTO SALES - 986-2222 « MARTY'S AUTI SALES = 9852272 « HIARTY'S AUTD SA
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Season

end Jan. 7 while the
remaining two units
will have their seasons
close on Jan. 11.

The state’s 2008-09
deer hunting seasons
will conclude in all
units with the Young
Sportsman Deer Hunt
to be held the week-
and of Jan. 17-18.
Only youth, ages 6-
16 may partcipate in
the Young Sportsman
Hunt, regardless of
whether they possess
a junior or adult li-
CEnse,

For better wildlife
management, Ten-
nessee is divided into
thraee deer units. (A
map identifying Units
A, B, and L can be
found on pages 22-23
of the 2008 Tennessee
Hunting and Trapping
Guide). The closing
dates for the second
segment for each unit
are as follows:

“Unit & - Jan. 11.

“Unit B - Jan. 7.

*Unit L - Jan. 11.

The statewide bag
limit for antlered
bucks is three, except
a hunter may take no

more than two ant-
lered bucks from Unit
B. Mo more than one
antlered buck may be
taken per day.

For antlerless deer
hunting in Units A and
B, refer to the list of
hunts on page 21 of
the Hunting and Trap-
ping Guide. There are
guota and non-quota
hunts listed on that
page.

An Annual Sports-
man, Lifetime Sports-
man, Type 167 Permit,
or Type 84 permit is
required to harvest
antlerless deer on all
nan-quota hunts in
Units A, B, and L.

Antlerless deer are
defined as deer with
no antlers or deer with
antlers less than three
inches in length.

Anyone born on or
after January 1, 1969
is required to carry
proof of satisfactory
completion of a hunter
education class or be
in possession of the
Apprentice Hunting
License (along with
other required licens-
as) while hunting any
species in Tennes-

See.

For more informa-
tion about Tennes-
see’'s deer hunting
seasons, refer to the
Hunting and Trapping
Guide available at all
license agents or on
the TWRA website at
www thwildlife.org.

Dotson

report, Officer Blake
MNorman LPD received
a 911 call of a pos-
sible drunk driver on
175 southbound. The
officer observed the
vehicle matching the
description exit on
Hwy 72 and stopped
it for not having the
registration secured.

The driver, Mr. Dot-
son had very slurred
speech and bloodshot
watery eyes. Dotson
was unsteady on his
feet and performed
poarly on sobriety
tasks.

Dotson reported he
had been smoking
marijuana prior to the
traffic stop. Dotson
refused a BAC test
as well. Officer Blake
Morman LPD made
the arrest.

Police Beat

Crystal Tenila Shu-

oLk, SR B LT

Bon & Grand Furniture

Tellico Plaza
785 Hwy 321N, Lenoir City

865-988-9511
Back Room Sale

Prices Reduced Too Low To Mention
Name Brand Furniture, Bedding,
Accessories and More

bert, 29, of Rogers
Drive, Lenoir City, was
charged with theft un-
der $500.

According to the
report, Shubert was
observed throughout
Walmart concealing
iterns with her one year
old daughter. They then
went together to the self
checkout and paid for
ten items and Shubert
concealed the rest of
the items in a shopping
bag.

The items totaled
$125.13. Officer Darrell
Butler, LCPD made the
arrest.

Hector Luna, 44, of
‘Yonore Road, Loudon,
was charged with DUI
and possession of a
legend drug.

According to the re-
port, a 911 call was re-
ceived advising a truck
had run them off the
road. The truck was ob-

senved and stopped.
Luna was the driver
and he had a very strong
odor of anintoxicant on
his person and was very
unsteady on his feet,
At the jall Luna was
found to have four pink
tablets believed to be
Shelexin, alegend drug.
Deputy Charles Butler,
LCSD made the arrest.

Deborah M. Walk-
er, 44, of Sunnyside
Road., Philadelghia, was
charged with driving on
suspended.

According to the re-
port, Officer Dewayne
Williams, LPD observed
a vehicle with the reg-
istration not visible and
stopped it.

Walker was the driv-
er and she was found
to have a suspended
license for failure to
satisfy citations. Officer
Dewayne Williams, LPD
made the amest.

{ Defender
b Joaist

- A m1 Um U]nwrmm FJJ -"; | _
BV our Game Needs for Home !
or Business
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Darts
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& Much Mare
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Truck

Deputy Kevin Parks,
LCSD responded to
Foster Road about
the theft of a vehicle.
According to Mr. Jose
Rodriguez a truck was
missing from the resi-
dence. The vehicle
was at the residence
on Tuesday. The
man noticed the ve-
hicle was missing on
Wednesday maorning.

The vehicle belongs
to Mr. Lorenzo Rodri-
guez who was not at
home at the time.

Jose Rodriguez
stated he did not give
anyone permission
to use the truck, and
it was taken without
the knowledge of the
owner.

The truck is a 1997
Chevy 1/2 ton, ma-
roon in color, valued
at $3000.

Police Beat

Micolas Thomas
Sizemore, 26, of John-
son Circle, Lenoir City,
was charged with sus-

pended license and fi-
nancial responsibility.

According to the
report, Sgt. Eddie
Range, LCPD stopped
the vehicle Sizemore
was driving for a viola-
tion of the light law.

A check showed
Sizemore to have li-
cense and he also
has no insurance. Sgt.
Eddie Range, LCPD
made the arrest,

Robert Allen Ben-
nett, 22, of Gene Whitt
Road, Atalla, AL, was
charged with registra-
tion violation, driving
unregistered vehicle
and being a fugitive
from justice.

According to the
report, Trooper Phil-
lip Wagner, THP re-
ceived a complaint
about Bennett's driv-
ing and found him at
McDonalds on Hwy
72 in Loudon. A check
of his license came
back as having three
felony warrants for his

arrest out of Alabama
for probation viola-
tion and burglary, 3rd
degree and Alabama
will extradite. Trooper
Phillip Wagner, THP
made the arrest.

Krystal Lynn Can-
non, 22, of Towne
Creek Circle, Lenair
City, was charged with
failure to appear after
officers responded to
a domestic call and
found she had an out-
standing warrant.

At the jail she was
charged with a mitti-
mus out of Lenoir City
for failing to pay costs
and fines on driving
without a license,
leaving the scene of
an accident x2 and fi-
nancial responsibility.

Sgt. Eddie Range,
LCPD made the ar-
rest.

Murphy's Lesser
Known Laws

Flashlight: A case
for holding dead bat-
teries.
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Governor Bredesen Visits Roane

County Spill Site

Harriman, - Gov-
ernor Phil Bredesen
visited Roane County
Wednesday to review
the progress of clean-
up efforts at the site
of the coal ash spill at
TWA's Kingston Fossil
Plant. The Governor
was joined by mem-
bers of his Cabinet,
including Environ-
ment and Conserva-
tion Commissioner
Jim Fyke and Deputy
Commissioner Paul
Sloan, Health Com-
missioner Susan
Cooper, and General
James Bassham, Di-
rector of the Tennes-
see Emergency Man-
agement Agency.

“The initial response
has been outstanding
and we're thankful no
one was hurt, but now

that the emergency re-
sponse is completed
we clearly have long-
term issues to deal
with,” said Bredesen.
“My first concern is for
the families that have
been affected. My
other chief concern is
the lasting effects on
the environment and
ensuring the clean-up
process is thorough
and complete.”

Bredesen toured
the site by air before
receiving a briefing
on the status of the
clean-up operation
fromm TVA and Roane
County officials. Fol-
lowing a brief walk-
ing tour of the site,
Bredesen met with
members of two of
the families affected
by the spill.

W{f Mexican Restaurant

131 Kelsey Lane, suite 106 on Hwy 321 in the Lenoir Mills Shopping Center
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Fajitas - Nachos - Homemade Salsa -
Queso bip - Guacamole - Chimichangas,
Enchiladas - Salads and
The Coldest Beer in Town
Daily Specials
Call for Carryout

Come see Lupe and Jesus for great Mexican Food,
Friendly Service and a Great Atmosphere

ONLY at Ayala’s

We Accept ALL Competitors Coupons




Biile

not produce proof of
insurance and Sgt.
Billy Hall and K9 Dra-
ga walked around the
vehicle. Draga alert-
ed to the vehicle and
after a search a pill
crusher was found
with residue also in a
prescription bottie a
Roxicodone pill was
found. In a children's
aspirin bottle two pills
believed to be pro-
vigil were found. A
further search of the
vehicle produced a
spoon burned on the
bottom, a syringe, a
cut straw and an ink
pen top with residue
inside along with sev-
eral more cellophane
wrappers with residue
inside them as well.
Christopher Dale
Blile, was charged
with possession of
schedule Il narcotics,
possession of sched-
ule IV narcotics and
possession of drug
paraphernalia. Deputy
Marty Stanley LCSD
made the arrest.

Phillip Dale Mock,
38, of Avenue A, Knox-
ville, was charged with
a rnittimus out of city
court of Lenoir City.

Officer Jason Butler,
LCPD made the arrest
at the Polk County
Jail.

Record Month, Record Year for
Office of Inspector General

Mashville, — De-
cember was a record
month and 2008 was
a record year for the
Office of Inspector
General (01G), the law
enforcement agency
tasked with pursuing
fraud and criminal ac-
tivity in TennCare and
preserving the integ-
rity of the expandead
Medicaid program.

“We are very seri-
ous about our duty
to eliminate fraud in
TennCare and to see
that justice is served
far people committing
these crimes,” Inspec-
tor General Deborah
Y. Faulkner said. “We
pursue a lot of pre-
scription drug fraud
cases but we have also
worked many cases
where people try to
hide their household
income to get public-
financed health care
senvices.”

By the last week of
December, the OIG had
made 35 arrests for
the month, including
20 who were arrested
in Smith County on
December 10 for pre-
scription drug fraud
involving pain medica-
tion obtained through
TennCare with the in-
tention to sell all or part
of the prescription.

Throughout 2008,

TENNESSEE

Handgun Carry Certifica-
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(865) 986-2779
Leave Message

the OIG also logged a
record year with 262
arrests bringing to the
total number of indi-
viduals arrested for
TennCare fraud in four
yvears to 867. Fauikner
said one of the most
effective new tools the
Q1G special agents
have is the “"doctor
shopping” law passed
by the General Assem-
bly and signed by the
Governor in 2007,

“"Once the 'doctor
shopping’ law was
signed, we worked
hard to get this infor-
rnation to pharmacists,
medical providers and
local police that this is
now a crime that we
can pursue,” Faulkner
said. "Those cases
routinely involve pain-
killers, with the drugs
of choice being Oxy-
contin, Oxycodone,
Hydrocodone, Per-
cocet and even Mor-
phine.”

Examples of OIG
cases in 2008 in-
clude:

A McNairy CGoun-
ty woman pleaded
guilty to TennCare
fraud relating to a
murder-for-hire plot.
she was charged
with traveling to Dy-
ershurg to hire an
undercover agent
who was posing as
an assassin to kill
her ex-husband. She
paid the agent $200
in cash and gave him
120 Hydrocodone
pills which had been
obtained through
TennCare.

In Macon County, a
woman was charged
with TennCare fraud
and theft of services
for abtaining medical
services and not ac-
curately reporting her
own or her husband's
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income, which would
have made her in-
eligible for TennCare.
She and her children
received almost
$35,000 in medical
benefits they were
not entitled to.

Awornan from Knox
County was charged
with four counts of
TennCare fraud and
two counts of forgery
when she attempted
to use TennCare to fill
forged prescriptions.

A Bedford County
woman pleaded guilty
to five TennCare fraud
charges after using
TennCare to obtain
prescriptions for the
painkillers Morphine
and Lortab, along
with the anti-anxiety
medication Xanax,
while concealing that
she planned to sell a
portion of the pills.

In Anderson Coun-
ty, a woman and man
were each charged
three times with
TennCare fraud, with
all the charges linked
to obtaining controlled
substances by com-
mitting fraud, forging
prescriptions or iden-
tify theft.

A Williamson Coun-
ty woman who was
charged with doctor
shopping to obtain the
painkiller Hydrocodone
was apparently living
in Kentucky. The CIG
partnered with the U.5.
Marshal to have her
transported to the Wil-
liamson County jail to
be charged. She has
since been charged a
second time with doc-
tor shopping.

A Franklin County
physician and a patient
were each charged with
criminal conspiracy in
a scheme to defraud
TennCare and fourteen
counts of TennCare
fraud. The doctor was

accused of writing
prescriptions for the
patient’s son, who was
a TennCare member,
for the Oxycodone and
other drugs, includ-
ing painkillers and anti-
anxiety medications,
with the son's TennCare
paying for the preserip-
tions.

In Maonroe Coun-
ty four people were
charged with TennCare
fraud in a round-up
called “Operation RX"
where 36 others were
arrested on narcotics
charges.

Alltheyear's TennCare
fraud arrests and details
of the crimes, along
with photos, can be
viewed online at http/f
tennessee.gov/finance/
newsrel/newsroom,
RO,

The OIG, which
is separate from
TennCare, was created
by Governor Bredesen
and began full opera-
tion in February 2005
and has investigated
cases leading to aver
$2.6 million paid in res-
titution and recoup-
ment to TennCare, with
a total estimated cost
avoidance of over $159
million for the TennCare
pragram, according to
latest figures.

Through the OIG
Cash for Tips Program
established by the Leg-
islature, Tennesseans
can get cash rewards
for TennCare fraud tips
that lead to convictions.
“Anyone can report
suspected TennCare
fraud by calling 1-
B00-433-3982 toll-
free from anywhere in
Tennessee, or log on
to www.tncarefraud.
tennessee.gov and
follow the prompts
that read “Report
TennCare Fraud.”



