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A Lenoir ity man
has been charged by
Investigator Brad
Brown, LCPD with the
burglary and vandal-
1ism of a local church.
The thief broke 1n and
reportedly crawled
through ventilation to

get to items fotaling
over $6000. After steal-
items the thiefthenin- | - & .. - = & .
volved a witness who - . Michael Vickers
reported they were told
the 1tems came from a
demolition job.

(see church pg. 2)
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Pharmaceutical Executive Sold Fake
Stock in Medical Research Company

Greg Ruehle liked to gambie-—the
only problem was that he did it with
other people’s money. In the process,
the pharmaceutical executive not
only swindled his friends and people
from his hometown out of millions
of dollars, he injured the reputation
of a legitimate medical research
company.

Ruehle, a California resident who

A new report from the Comp-
troller’s Oifices of Research
and Education Accountability
(OREA) examines the way vir-
tual schools are funded in Ten-

nessee.

In 2011, the Tennessee Gen-.
eral Assembly passed legisiation
allowing school districts to es-
tablish full-time virtual schools,
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churelh Ave Church. Witness stated Deaton told

Brandon Deaton, 25, North ~ Bntry was made by break- him he obtained the items in
A Street Lenoir City, was g outa window and crawl- 5  bujlding demolition job
charged with Vandalism, Bur- 1ng through. After gain- and ask witness to help store

glary, and Theft of Property. g access to the building, the items. Investigator Brad
brandon Deaton did enter a Deaton removed numerous Brown LCPD, made the ar-
building other than a dwell- items. The total on items was yegt,

iﬂ g W éth Out Eh @ OWH @E.S CGH e approx = $6 E— 8 6 a Enve St]: gatOE-.‘ . Cé; T é "L - .1 -1-: o -_:':‘di i(}n dae t = ...I_gt':_ﬂ*ﬂmwﬁdhmm#ﬂw@:Efﬂuh?ﬁm:i.tf.ﬂm:.ﬂma:ﬂ-.I'F:-Fl-'-'fl:l:rm'u'r.'r.Hﬁm.::;-.i.-.w:'.
. . i 5 110 2) 1 -
sent, for the purpose of com- Brad Brown discovered that knowingly accept fraudulent or mislea

ing materials. The Daily Edition cannot guarantee the validity of offerings or
mitting a theft. Deaton forced 1€aton had sold some of the

statements contained herein. All Hability for the contents of all advertising, and £
entry into a huildin o at Sixth items to Cash America in or any claims that may arise therefrom, is the responsibility of the advertiser or

its agency. The Daily Edition reserves the right to reject, edit, or abbreviate any
A e @dVertisement submitted. Advertising is accepted with the understanding that all
2| liability for all copyright violations is the sole responsibility of the advertiser.
Photographs, artwork and other copy submitted for publication is considered
the sole property of the advertiser. The Daily Edition will make every effort but
will not be liable for failure to publish and ad or for typographical and layout
errors. All statements and information about highlights featured items, letters to |
the editor, herein are those solely given to the interviewer or writer and the Daily
Edition assumes no responsibility of the accuracy or validity thereof. The Daily
Edition will gladly reprint at no charge that part of an advertisement in which an
error occurs provided a claim is made within 3 days of the first publication of the
ad. Information contained in the Wazzup is received anonymously and the Daily
xdition assumes no responsibility for information and reserves the right to edit

711 {865) 986-8395
fonroe (423) 44727401
\Roane (865) 354-1054
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The Daily Edition also serves Monroe, Knox, Anderson, Roane and Blount coun-
ties and serves 30,000 readers weekly. Send mail to PO Box 1240, Lenoir City
TN 37771.865-771-2249. email: dan1204us@yahoo.com

1he Daily Bdition is Loudon County’s premier public interest and paid advertising paper. The

5 { || orrejectany and/or all submissions. The Daily Edition is a daily newspaper of
: g ¢ {  general circulation in Loudon County defined under TCA 2-1-104(a)(13).
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which must be pro-
vided resources as any
other public school in
the state. Since 2011,
nine school districts
have established vir-
tual schools: Bradiey
County, Bristol City,
Hamuilton County,
Metro Nashvilie, Rob-
ertson County, Shelby
County, Union County,
Washington  County,
and Wilson County.
The Comptroller’s
Oftfice surveyed the
virtual schools last
ear 1o learn how they
operate and how school
districts have allocated
funding to them. A
profile of each virtual

E o I Y A W T T A R o Bl R e L T W Pt~ WO g T

schooi which mcﬂud@s
ﬂmdmg information, is
included in the report.

Most virtual schools
have small enrollments

as a percentage of their

school district’s enroli-
ment, though Unlon
County’s  Tennessee
Virtual Academy 1s the

exception: 1n 2014-15,

virtual school students
made up 33 percent
of the district’s enroll-
ment. Collectively, the
nine virtual schools
served about 0.21 per-
cent of the total state-
wide K-12 enrollment
in SY 2014-15.
Funding for virtual
schools 1s most af-
fected by student en-
roilmem including
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The Lenoir City Purchasing Committee Meet-|

ing originally scheduled for Thursday, Apul
, 2016 has been rescheduled for Wednesday |
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Aprﬂ 60,2016 at 9:30 A.M. The purpose of the!
meetmg will be to consider/discuss items origi-
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naﬂy slated for the April 7th meeting.

The Lenoir City Budget Commitiee will hold
la meeting at City Hall, in the small conferencel

R LA T, e im L i B | T SRR

room on Wednesday, April 6, 2016 at 10:30
A.M. The purpose of the meeting will be to be—

T

Fiscal Year Budget.
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the number of smdmts
served, whether stu-
dents are full- or part-
fime, and whether stu-
dents originate from
other districts. Some
virtual schools charge
tuition for part-time
students that live out-
side the school district
in which the virtual
school 1s operated.
School districts may
manage their own Vvir-
tual schools or con-
fract for services with
nonprofit or for-profit
entities. Two districts,
Robertson and Union
Counties, contract with
tor-profit providers to
operate their virtual

schools.

- The report also
examines the aca-
demic  performance

of Tennessee’s virtual
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meeling schedule:

E

Fhe following meetings will begin a
4:30 at the Courthouse Annex: 5
Monday, April 4th
a Monday, May 2nd ‘
3 The following meetings will begin a‘&
4:30 PM at the County Office Building: |
E Wednesday, March 30th i
,ﬁ Thursday, March 31st ;
Tuesday, April 5th

schools. Student aca- | | 3
demic growth scores g Monday, April 11th 5
are generally lower for |
virtual schools thanthe | Wednesday, April 13th ;
scores of the school } ﬁ
districts that estab- | Thursday, April 14th
lished the schools. The | |
report notes that virtu- | - :
al school performance Wednesday, April 20th |
may be affected by the . *
number of students | 1nursday, April 21st

who enroll in virtual
schools for short pe-
r10ds of time, and that
enrollment changes in
virtual schools with
small enroliments can
atfect academic out-
comes.

Virtual schools that
perform “‘significantly
below
tor growth in student
achievement for any
three consecutive years
may have their student
enrollment capped or
be closed, subject to
a decision by Tennes-
see’s Commissioner of

Education.

Follow the Comp-
troller’s Office on twit-
ter: @TNCOT

expectations” |

Monday, April 25th
Wednesday, April 27th 3
Thursday, April 28th
Wednesday, May 4th
Thursday, May 5th
Monday, May 9th
Wednesday, May 11th ;
| Thursday, May 12th

Lhe regular April and May monthly mee‘i—~
ings will proceed as previously scheduled,
lon Monday April 18th and Monday May
léth 4:00 PM at the County Office Buﬂd—
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sex offender
Michae! Jefferson

Vickers, 38, of Buck

Creek Roag, Kingsion,

was charged with vio-

lation of sex offender

registry.

Deputy Craig Brew-
er LCSO, responded to
Hickory Creek Road

Lenotr City Tennessee

Lo a report ol a regis-
tered sex offender be-
ing on the promises
with multiple children
around. On  arnval
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Deputy found Mr. Mi-

chael Vickers Jr. was
at the community cen-
ter working there. On
checking he was not
there for religious ser-
vice but there was a
festival going on. On
checking there where
multipie children pres-
ent 1n the building and
the area where Mr.
Vickers Jr. was in. On
talking with Investi-
gator Cosner and Mr.
Vickers Jr’s  Proba-
tion Officer in Roane
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County it was found
he was n violation of
nis sex offender regis-
try. This did happen in
ioudon County Ten-

nessee. Deputy Craig
Brewer LSO, made

the arrest.

Obltuaries

Jesse Ray Cosiner, age
75, a lilelong resident of
L.oudon, went to be with
nis  heavenly father on
Wednesday, March 30,
2016, at his home, suir-
rounded by his loving
iamllv He scrved in the
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U.S. Army, and proudly
served on the City of
Loudon Police Depart-
ment for 30 vears. Jesse
foved tus famiiy and com-
munity. He spent his final
years under the loving
care of his daughier and
son-in-law, Jessica and
Jakub Avramov. Jesse is
preceded in dcath by his
parents, Sam Henry and
Mary (Presley) Costner,
and his sister, Yerri Cost-
ner Gentry. He 18 survived
by s loving children,
Kim (I.eRoy) Haun, Sam
(JoAnn) Costner, Jessica
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FErat Aty

(Jakub) Avramov, Bl'andi
(Jeremy) McNally, and

Pai_ge Tramell; his  sis-
Sammie (Jim) Nix:
G**rmci.chﬂd} enn,  bDallas,

Andrea, 31.::11\6.} and Blair
riaun; Christina and Faith
Costner;  Kaelyn  Rus-
sell and Luke Avramov:

Haley and Brady Mc-
Nally; as well as many
nmeces, nephews. fam-

ily members and friends.
The family would like to
extend special Thanks to
Covenant Hospice, espe-
ciaily Glynis Moore. Fu-
neral service will be Sat-
urday, 7:00 p.m.. Loudon

Funcral Home  Chapel,
with Pastor Jon Henson

and Rev. Chris Farmer of-
ficiating. Graveside ser-
vige Sundr.;w 2:00 pm..
Loudon County Memo-
rial Gardens. with mili-
tary honors provided by
the Loudon County Vel-
cran Honor Guard. Fam-
ity will receive friends
4:00 - 7:00 p.m. Saturday,
at the funeral home. Ar-
rangements provided by
Loudon Funeral Home.
www. loudontuncrai-
home.net
Fraud
worked in the biolech
industry, was hired by
the medical research
firm {CB Internation-
(1CBl) to identily
investors  who could
fund 1ts rescarch. The
San Diego-based col
pany 1s developing
technologies for early
diagnosis and treai-
ment ol diseases such
as Parkinson’s and Al-
zhelmer's.
“Basically,
companyv’s
invested  his  blood,
sweat, ana tears wy-
g to come up with a
cure tor Parkinson’s

the
founder

disease,’ said Special
Agent John Roberts,

who investigated the
case from the FBI's

e L T T T e T

San Diego Division.
(see fraud ctd.. pg. 7)
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(raud ctd. from pg. 5

“He was relving on
Rueble to help raise
money 1o move tne
company forward.”
instead, explained
co-investigator Special
Agent Brdgid Cook,
Ruehle “coliected
nearly $2 million and
uscd the money for
cambling and other
personat expenses.”’
Ruehle was not a

licensed  broker. Fe
was supposed to oe a

finder-—someone who
would introduce Inves-
tors to the company,
and then ICREI would
take 1t from there. But

Ruehie took advan-
tage of his hometown
friends, who relied

on him {o provide in-
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about the
company’s  financial
iuture. He ook inves-
tors’ monev and 1ssued
them take stock certifi-
cates, none of which
he reported to ICBI.
“There were a lot of
victims in this case—
more than 160, Cook
said, “and a major be-

tormation

trayal of trust.” Rue-
nle’s investors were
mostly  iriends from

Minnesota, where he
orew up, and they were
HOoU weaithy.  Many
contributed $5,000 or
510,000, “He preyed
upon people from his
nometown,” Cook ex-
plained. “They relied
on his expertise and
knowiedge of the i(n-
dusww”
i"hr’pSL(}ﬂS
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they were getiing in on
a great dea!,” Roberts
agded. But ﬂot one of
Ruehle’s investors saw

a penny—and peither

did ICBI. To make
matters worse, the
company had no 1dea
its mvestment “finder”
was collecting money
and 1ssuing 'fcalxe stock
it the company.

in 2015, somc of
the mvestors asked for
proof that their monev
was being used at the
company. i responsc,
Ruehle sent them a lfet-
{er on what appeared
to be ICRBI letterhead,
aliegedly signed by the
company s CEO. In
truth, the letter was a
torgery— Ruechle even
misspelled the CEQO’s
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“1CBI

WS COIYi-

pletely mnocent in the
- Koberts said,

iraua,”
“but they were made
to fook bad. Certainiy
there was damage done
to the company, which
was tryimng to do a good
thing.”
Worried
eventually
the FBI, and within
tour months, Cook
and Roberts had un-
raveied the scheme.
Last month, Ruehle
piec guilty to secuii-
ties fraud. In addition,
ne admitted 1o _gposses—
sion of a stolen fire-
arm—daiscovered dur-
img the execution of a
search  warrant—and
acknowiedged that he

Investors
contacted

owned three stolen
fircarms, ali unregis-

tered.
‘There Was 10 1rea-
n tor him to be buy-
iﬂg guns omnr the street
he could have
been buyingthemlegit-
imately from a dealer,”
Cook said, adding that
the 64-year-old Ruehie
1S ’{yplcal of many fi-
nancial fraudsters. “He
was charismatic and a
natural salesman, but
ne used those skills to
trick people. And then
he used theirr money
for gambling, to buy
expensive cars, and (o
itve on a waterfront
property.”

Ruehle 1s scheduled
to be sentenced in
tederal court later this
spring.
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