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ggravated robbery c:

Blount County Sher- Fiss oo - uemm e e ==
iff James Lee Berrong - =
said BCSO deputies,
along with deputies
with the U.S. Mar-
shals Service Smoky
Mountain Fugitive
Task Force and offi-
cers and deputies wit
Lenoir City Police De-
partment and Loudo
County Shenii’s Of-
fice captured a ma

Task Force Works to Stem Flow of Il-] COrrection:
licit Drug Trafficking and Dismantle

Criminai Networks

The tip came to an FBI agent in New Or-
leans from a source there involved with a
violent Honduran street gang: A large ship-
ment of cocaine ultimately bound for the
U.S. was about to leave Costa Rica destined
tor Honduras.

That information was relayed to FBI per-
sonnel at the Joint Interagency Task Force
South (HATE-S) im Key West, Florida, a
multi-agency, international alliance whose
mission is to cover 42 million square miles
of territory primarily in Central and South
America to stem the flow of illegal drugs
and to disrupt and dismantle sophisticated
narco-trafficking networks. Much of that
work 1s carried out on the high seas.

The Honduran traffickers had set out from
Limon, Costa Rica. Their “go-fast” boat—a
small, low-profile vessel favored by smug-

et
_.f_:.-_';"’___:,-'-."::'_c"i’-:
R B

-

see¢ Lask Force pg. 4

e e DAL sy AT ol T A e

DA o A T 2 e e L e i A T STty T s

R

F - e e Ty v T L T b ot T

e Rra e e AT T

Py ) T e 2 e

Honor one another [t’s Almost Here? Are High 33F
above yourselves. —

wanted for aggravate
robbery Sunday.
David Anthony Yost, 5 ass gl -
Chief Aikens just days away from retirement is il work-
(see wanted pg. 2 ing hard as officers search the vehicle of the suspects

Jeremiah Burchfield see courts pg.7
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' Verse of the Day Tonight: Partly cloudy The fun and festive sea
 Be devoted to one an- Only 11 Days til Christ- skies. Low 24F. son IS ramping up, but
' other in brotherlv iove Can Vou Bel Thursday Intervals of there are some stressors
Y - IHas Lan 1O BCOUCVE  clonds “and  sunshine. present which keep yo

| You Ready? Thursday Night Mainly excitement. The Geminig
%}?ﬁ%{g&%ﬁ ég Veather clear skies. Low 19F. Full Moon occupies yous
AGA34 120 i 0 4 Lo ) Today: Cloudy. High Horoscopes 7th House of Relation-
see nside | agittarius 11/22-12/21 (Continued on page 6),
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NEW CENTURY COAL FRAUD ENDS IN

LENGTHY PRISON SENTENCES FOR TEN

nted by| INDIVIDUALS

Scheme was based in
Johnson City, Tennessee

U.S. District Judge
J. Ronnie Greer has
sentenced 10 men {o a
cotlective total of 284
months in federal prison
for their roles in the op-
eration of a {fraudulent
investor scheme which
defrauded 168 investors
of more than $14 mil-
lion dollars. The judge
also ordered terms of
supervised release by the

Follow us on
Instagram

from fully engaging in the

R R T e LaiL DI F L WL

U.S. Probation office,
special assessments and
$14.002205 in restitu-
fion to the victims of the
scheme.

‘The 10 men and their
prison sentences include:
Brian C. Rose, 37, Piney
rlats, Tenn., 108 months;

Hugh Sackett, 86, An-

derson, S.C., 12 months;
Robert McGregor, 38,
Bowling Green, Ky., 12
months; Johnny D. Phil-

see Coal Fraud PE. 7
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wanted gravated robbery in connec- December 19th. County Detention Facility
93 of Bast Edicon S tion with a robbery involving _ In  addition, Chassady without bond.
AIj, , O aStk ison otreet, . handgun that occurred on liona Fuller, 24, of Arrow-  Agents with the U.S. Mar-
dcoa, Wa? [aken 1nlo CUS- p,ype Avenue in Alcoa on head Drive, Maryville, who shals Service Smoky Moun-
tody shortly after 10 p.m. NSyember 29th. He was also Was in the car with Yost, was  tain Fugitive Task Force and
sunday on Highway 11 in charged with a warrant out of charged with a misdemeanor the Alcoa Police Department
;t?;sizzl ng}:rlg}lflaggé OE’%I% Knox County for violating Violation of probation. She have been following up on
Blount County to Lenoir his parole. He is currently be- 1S being held in the Blount

. | | ing held in the Blount Coun- N (see wanted ctd. pg. 5)
Clty . W hl Ch en ded 1n a ].OW g T e T T Y g T

_ _ tv Detention Facilitv on a Notice: The Daily Edition does not knowingly accept fraudulent or mislead-
speed pursuit on Highway 4 Y

- ) Ing materials. The Daily Edition cannot guarantee the validity of offerings or
11. Yost was arrested and .$10?000 bond pendlng a hear statements contained herein. All liability for the contents of all advertising, and

charged with an Alcoa Police glg 1 BIO(%IH E-:tou?t{- g}oeneral for any claims that may arise therefrom, is the responsibility of the advertiser or
epartment warrant for ae- CSSIONS LOourt at 1. P.111. Its agency. The Daﬂ‘y Edition reserves the right to reject, edit, or abbr§v1ate any
| Ailail - dx advertisement submitted. Advertising is accepted with the understanding that all
hability for all copyright violations is the sole responsibility of the advertiser.
Photographs, artwork and other copy submitted for publication is considered
the sole property of the advertiser. The Daily Edition will make every effort but
will not be liable for failure to publish and ad or for typographical and layout
errors. All statements and information about highlights featured items, letters to
the editor, herein are those solely given to the interviewer or writer and the Daily
Edition assumes no responsibility of the accuracy or validity thereof. The Daily
Edition will gladly reprint at no charge that part of an advertisement in which an
error occurs provided a claim is made within 3 days of the first publication of the
ad. Information contained in the Wazzup is received anonymously and the Daily
Edition assumes no responsibility for information and reserves the right to edit
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general circulation in Loudon County defined under TCA 2-1-104(a)(13).

. 5 d or reject any and/or all submissions. The Dailv Edition is a dailv newspaner of
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.. The Daily Edition also serves Monroe, Knox. Anderson. Roane and Blount co un_
f Y, @ua ve Thrie d Th e R est ties and serves 30,000 readers weekly. Send mail to PO Box 1240, Lenoir City
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NQW C@me Have Th@ %QS?'" : The Daily Edition is Loudon County’s premier public interest and paid advertising paper. The

[ '."";:F

Hi

Daily Edittion 1s produced and published daily Monday through Friday and is circulated through-

e Acce 111 ALL ﬁ@mmﬂm kS GO PGS out Loudon County and parts of Monroe and Knox Counties. Display advertising rates $5.00 per

986-3553 Mexico iyl

i

1%
T

ot e ] .
..,: o :;I_I.'\: *

Ford T ] 1N ]y o g L L b P R IR T S L

| column inch and quantity discounts available. Call for information on UpCOMINg promotons and

p=lml Tao Ak e oLt

T T - - - . . I - —— R o
af :-'- i L - At sapeeees e tUasdeonp s e s =0 G e f w L et e e e L T S o - e m aea f e ey
= == St = - =" i . o e = il R T AR el Ll i et g e T e T L b e T T L T

e e

L]

evenis.

S i D S Tl T S et R DTl T e e S e e S L T e T L ant e Bmp TR W el wermol L an gRte

= LI g ML AR s - R e e A T

e R R R i Bt e R B LR T e R TR | FRIARLE TR L E R L L TR - E FRLFEET RN TR L Wi, [T Y N T [ T S ]

forg

e e T
: poheReh

ARt

A A L T
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Sword
Charles James, 24,
Kelly Lane Lenoir

City, was charged with
Domestic Assault Fel-
ony.

Deputy Chris Jen-
kins LLCSO, responded
to Kelly Ln. to a report
of a domestic dispute.
Deputy arrived on
scene and separated
both parties. Deputy
Brad Rayfield and Jen-
kins then spoke to the
complainant/victim.
Victim gave verbal
and a written statement
that she woke up to the
heat on extremely high
in the apartment. Vic-
tim stated she got up
from bed and went and
turned it down. The
victim stated that when

she returned to bed she
must have woke her
husband Mr. Charles
Mathew James up. Mr.
James became angry
and cussed the victim.
The victim stated that
she stated that she told
Mr. james they did not
need to be together and
she stated that he went
crazy. The victim stat-
ea that she attempted
to leave and walk out
of the apartment and
Mr. James shut the
door and would not al-
low her to leave. The
victim stated that Mr.
James got a sword and
stated that if she tried
to leave that he would
kill her and himself
both.

The victim stated
that she went back
upstairs to calm down
and Mr. James came
upstairs got on top of
her and attempted 10
kiss her and trying to
pull her on top of him
and caused a red mark
on her side. Mr. James
did state on scene
that he did close the
door and also threat-

ened to kill himself
if the victim left. Mr.
James also stated that
he did attempt to hug
and console the vic-
tim. Mr. James actions
caused fear and bodily
harm to the victim. Mr.
James was deemed the
primary aggressor in
the altercation. Due to
Mr. James mental state
was transported to Ft.
Loudon ER for evalu-
ation and warrants was
1ssued for his arrest.
End of report. This did
happen in Loudon Co.,
Tn.

Task Foree

slers— was packed with 300
kilos of cocaine and a cache
of military-grade weapons,
including M16 rifles and
grenade launchers.

When intelligence
sources confirmed that the
boat was in the water, of-
ficers on the watch floor
at JIATF-S requested that
the U.S. Navy launch a P3
survelllance aircraft to lo-
cate the smugglers, who
were making their way up
the east coast of Nicaragua
toward Honduras. Because
there were no U.S. Coast
Guard cutters in the vicin-
ity to make an interdiction,
the watch {loor commander
called the Honduran liaison
officer assigned to JIATF-S
and asked for assistance.

In a matter of hours, ra-
dar-equipped Honduran air-
craft had taken over track-
ing the vessel and Honduran
navy patrol boats were un-
der way. As the navy inter-
ceptors closed in, the four
smugglers beached their
craft and ran into the jungle,
firing on their pursuers as
they fled. In the end, the
criminals were apprehend-
ed, along with the drugs and
weapons. The four are cur-
rently imprisoned in Hon-
duras.

From a single piece of
intelligence provided to
the FBI in New Orleans,
an international response
was quickly set in motion
that kept a large quantity
of drugs from entering the
United States. At JIATF-S,
scenarios like this play out
nearly every day.

Since its creation nearly

P e ir— e Rt MR S e e P e e ey T o LA e R PP T

three decades ago, the task
force—composed of every
branch of the U.S. military,
U.S. federal intelligence
and law enforcement agen-
cies, and 15 partner nations
whose liaison officers work
side by side—has proven to
be remarkably successful in

the fight against the illegal

drug trade.

“If you take the average
price of a kilo of cocaine
on Main Street USA,” =aid
Coast (Guard Rear Adm.
Christopher Tomney, JI-
ATF-§ director, “we have
taken more than $6 billion
worth. of illicit profits out
of the system. We're talking
hundreds of tons of cocaine
that have been intercepted.”

The challenges posed by
narco-fraffickers, however,
remain enormous. “The
threats we go against know
no boundaries,” Tomney

said. “These are threats that

affect multiple agencies and
maultiple nations. It not only
takes a whole government
approach to go after these
problems, it really takes
a whole hemisphere ap-
proach,”

The task force succeeds
by integrating intelligence
gathering and sharing with
streamlined and highly co-
ordinated tactical opera-

tions. Partner nations signif-

icantly extend the reach of
U.S. capabilities. Everyone
works toward the common

goal of stopping the illicit ¢

drug trade. As one task force
member noted, “We all take
the field as one team.”
Using intelligence largely
supplied by the FBI, the task
force detects and monitors
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the go-fast boats and diffi-
cult-to-detectsemi-submers-
1ble vessels used by traffick-
ers. Then, military and law
enforcement personnel from
the U.S. and partner nations
step in to carry out the inter-
dictions and arrests.

“It starts with narcotics,
but the criminal networks
are also smuggling weapons,
bulk currency, trafficking
humans, and using sophis-
ticated money laundering
techniques,” said FBI Unit
Chief Brett Chianella, who
heads the Bureau's staff at
JIATE-S. “Those networks
ar¢ organized, armed, and
well-financed, and they
have ties to corrupt public
officials and even foreign
terrorist fighters,” he added.
“The drugs are one spoke in
the wheel of all this orga-
nized crime activity.”

One of the task force’s
priorities is to stop the flow
of drugs at their source of
supply rather than after the
confraband enters the U.S.
and 1s distributed. “Either
you deal with it 1,500 miles
away or you deal with it af-
ter it crosses our borders,”
said Chianella, who was
recently appointed a JIATE-

S vice director (see sidebar
below).

Partner nations send their }

heat

L T

and brightest officers
to work at the task force for
one- and two-year assign-
ments, and when they return
to their home countries—
assume leadership
positions in their organiza-
ttons—they have built last-
ing relationships with their
feilow liaison officers and
U.S. contacts.

T L P T R T T T A e Ve T W P

(see Task Force ctd. pg. 5)

amage,
metic pamt damage,
only

caterer or contractor]
ivehicle, $7500. 865+

- Lenter Inc
f d by Stan Ledbetter and Ja
| their staff, they have over 136
 the collision repair business.

&, is locally
Ke
years of combined experience inj
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Lt. Col. Gustavo Alvarez,
a Honduran Army officer,
had just arnved in Florida
as the JIATEF-S haison offi-
cer in March 2015 when he
assisted with the FBI case
out of New Orleans. He saw
firsthand how the task force
model of integrating intel-
ligence and operations gets
results.

“One of the biggest take-
aways when you come
here,” he said, “is that the
foreign liaison officers are
all just a few steps away,
one office to the other.” That
means information flows
into the task force, Alvarez
said, “but 1t also starts going
between the other countries
of interest. So the informa-
tion flow really grows expo-
nentially.”

Cmdr. Jose Jose-Vasquez,
a JIATF-S liaison officer
from the Dominican Repub-
lic Navy, agreed. “If I have
to make a contact with the
Colombian liaison, for ex-
ample, I just have to look
in the office. I don’t need a
passport or a visa or a dip-
lomatic procedure. In a mat-

For Sale:

SOme  CoS-|

149000 miles
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owned
Tillett. Along with,

' After working for Knoxville Collision Center for years before it
{ was sold to an out of state corporation, Stan and Jake have ful-|
: filled their dreams of owning and running their own shop.
| “We are a family of past co-workers who have been togethert
Hfor 15 years. We support ALL our military and are ALL VOLJ|

| Stop by and see us and you will know with us “Quality is not an

7 ri
i,

|option it is the only standard = &

iwe will accept.” -

| The Collision Center, inc.

. 10439 Lexington Drive
Knoxviile, TN
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Task Korce ctd. from pg. 4

er of minutes, we have the
information needed to be
successful .”

Where drug traffickers
are concerned, minutes can
make a difference. On the
JIATF-S watch floor any
time of day or night, target-
ing officers and intelligence
analysts may be tracking
dozens of vessels on the
vast Pacific Ocean or Ca-
ribbean Sea suspected of
carrying cocaine and other
contraband. They must de-
cide how to deplioy limited
miiitary resources to track
these vessels and to target
them for interdictions.

e e oy 1L il S S i L S 1
AR
s
o™ T

r

Ot ]

S T
[ TS
e

TR Pl e Dl Ll i T A - ol L TR S U,

self-propeiled semi-
submersible craft (SPSS)
are the most highly prized
caiches because they carry
the most drugs, anywhere
from eight to 10 metric tons
of cocaine—that’s roughly
$300 million in street value.
But these vessels are <de-
signed for stealth, with very
little of the craft showin
above the water line.

“It’s very difficult to fin
them on radar, said Gerr
Canavan, a retired Coast
Guard officer who joined
the FBI as an analyst help-
Ing {o target vessels suspect-
ed of carrying drugs. “If 1t’s
not flat and calm, the radar
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probably isn’t going to pick
up an SPSS,” he said. The
task force has other techni-
cal means at its disposal, but
intetligence gained through
human and other sources is
critical to the process,

“The FBI doesn’t have
planes or ships at JIATE-S,”
said Kevin Lopez, also a
tormer Coast Guard officer
who joined the FBI to work
on the task force. “The Bu-
reau provides information
that will help the task force
position its aircraft and
ships to locate that go-fast
or SPSS.”

As successful as JIATE-

as been, Chianella and oth-

A - Ll o=t I T T LTL Py s TR T I

ers estimate that the drugs
interdicted annually repre-
sent only about 20 percent
of the total amount being
smuggled into the U.S. “As
long as there’s a demand
for cocaine or any illicit
contraband in the United
States,” he said, “the cartels
and criminal networks will
find a way to move their
product.”

The drug trade, added
the Dominican Republic’s

i

Jose-Vasquez, “is like an
energy — you cannot destroy
it; 1t only transforms in an-
other manner. This problem
1S a reality that we have
and that we have to work
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against,” he said. “Working
together makes us stronger.
Being in this organization
provides us with better tools

to work against these com-
mon threats.”

“We are fighting a trans-
national threat,” JIATF-
Director Tomney explained.
“No one nation, including
the United States, has all
the tools, all the capabili-
fies, and all the resources
to go 1t alone. By working
together,” he said, “we can
bring stability to the region
and keep more than drugs in
check.”

‘A Seat at the Table’

In December 2015, Spe-
cial Agent Brett Chianella,
who leads the FBI’s team
at JIATF-S, was appointed
vice director of the task
force—the first FBI fully
integrated Depariment of
Defense position. Chianel-
la’s new role 1s meant to fur-
ther leverage the Bureau’s
intelligence gathering abili-
ties and to acknowledge the
important role the FBI plays
in the continuing success of
the task force.

The position underscores
how unified the FBI 1s with
the Department of Defense
In carrying out the task
force’s mission—to moni-
tor and detect the most vio-
lent licit traffickers in the
Western Hemisphere and to
disrupt and dismantle trans-
national criminal organiza-
tions.

1J.S. Coast Guard Rear
Adm. Christopher Tomney,
director of JIATEF-§."This
has been a win-win proposi-
tion,” said Rear Adm. Chris-
topher Tomney, JIATE-
director. “'The FBI vice di-
rector provides key insights
and experiences that 1 just
don’t have as a senior Coast
Guard officer. Nowhere in
the command group, be-
cause we are such a melting
pot of organizations, do we
have that senior Department
ot Justice investigatory ex-
perience.” The vice director
position, he added, will be
“completely woven 1nto the

see St. Jude conc. pg. 7
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Coal Fraud

lips, 35, Bowling Green,
Ky., 30 months; Dallas
McRae,46,0rlando,Fla.,
24 months; Thomas Ber-
ry, 36, Bowling Green,
Ky., 27 months; Jason
Smith, 41, Franklin, Ky.,
27 months; David Rose,
66, Louisville, Ky., 18
months; Jim Robinson,
57, New Albany, Ind.,
two months; and Brent
Loveall, 33, Louisville,
Ky., 24 months.

Brian Rose led New
Century Coal, which ad-
vertised that it developed
Blue Gem coal, a special
type of coal used in the
manufacture of computer
clectronics. New Centu-
ry Coal staff sold shares
in nine different limited
parmershlps and falsely
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Wil major credit cards

ey McGonkey bongsmas

represented the existence
of coal reserves, profit-
ability, and ownership of
the coal mines. No coal
was ever developed and
80 percent of the inves-
tor tunds was diverted to
support the exiravagant
Iifestyles of the men ref-
erenced above, 1nciud-
ing thoroughbred horses,
multiple nomes, ARCA
Truck Racing, and exten-

_SiVE: travel.

U.S. Attorney Nancy
Stallard Harr said, “As
a result of the investiga-
tion efforts and joint ag-
gressive collection by the
federal agencies involved
with this case, the De-
partment of Justice ex-
pects to be able to return
some of what they lost to
the victims of this fraud.”
U.S. Attorney Harr added
that federal agents seized
homes, cars, horses, cash,
and personal property
was purchased
with investor funds.

Agencies involved
in this investigation in-
cluded the U.S. Secret
Service, Federal Bureau
of Investigation, Internal
Revenue Service - Crimi-
nal Investigations, and
Securities & Exchange
Commission  Enforce-
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ment Division. Assistant
U.S. Attorneys Helen
Smith, Corey Shipley,
and Anne-Marie Svolto

represented the United
States.

Courts

Jeremiah Burchfield,
41, Matlock Bend
Road lLoudon, was
charged with Failure to
Appear, Theft of Prop-
erty, and Violation of
Probation.

Deputy JC Schultz
LCSO, after a search

of the premise at Mat-
lock Bend Rd, arrested
Mr. Jeremuah Charles
Burchiield for a crimi-
nal court capias, a vio-
lation of probation out
of general sessions
court, and a warrant

for theft out of gen-

eral sessions court.
Mr. Burchiield was ar-
rested and transported
to the Loudon County
Jail without incident
by this Deputy. This
did occur in Loudon
County, Tn.
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command structure of this
organization.”

“The FBI and the military
share the same philosophy
on combating transnational
criminal networks and or-
ganized crime,” Chianella
said. “To have the FBI
fully integrated within the
Department of Defense to
disturb and dismantle vio-
tent networks supports a
whole of government ap-
proach and takes the fight to
them, before it affects us at
home.”

“To have the FBI fully in-
tegrated within the Depart-
ment of Defense to disturb
and dismantle violent net-
works supports a whole of
government approach and
takes the fight to them, be-
fore 1t affects us at home.”
- Brett Chianella, vice di-
rector, JIATF-S

By the Numbers

The Joint Interagency
Task Force South (JIATE-S)
was created in 1989 to mon-
itor and detect narco-traf-
ficking and to disrupt and
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dismantle the criminal orga-
nizations that profit from the
tlicit drug trade. The De-
partment of Defense-funded
operation, which falls under
the military’s U.S. Southern
Command, has responsibil-
ity for 42 million square
miles of territory in the
Western Hemisphere.

JIATF-S is composed of
every branch of the U.S.
military, U.S. federal intelli-
gence and law enforcement
agencles such as the FBI
and the Drug Enforcement
Administration, and 15 part-
ner nations whose liaison
officers work side by side at
the task force headquarters
in Key West, Horida. Five
additional countries are in
the process of joining the
task force.

Since its creation, JIATF-
S has intercepted hundreds
of tons of cocaine worth an
estimated street value of $6
billion. It 1s estimated that
the task force has been re-

leads regarding Yost’s
whereabouts since the
November 29th inci-
dent. Yost and Fuller
were taken into custo-
dy without incident.
“Yost’s ctppieheﬂSmu
was the direct result of
the close-working re-
lationship between the
U.S. Marshals Service
and the Blount County
Sheriit’'s Office,” stat-
ed Jimmy Fowler, U.S.
Marshal for the Eastern
District of Tennessee.
“His arrest highlights

David Yost at the scene
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sponsible for half of all the
cocaine interdicted in the
world.

Within the last three
years, nearly 700 non-U.S.
persons were indicted and
brought to the U.S. to face
criminal charges as a result
of task force operations.
Some 150 criminal net-
works were identified dur-
ing that same period, and
60 of those networks were
dismantled.

In 2015, JIATF-S opera-
tions led to the interdiction
of seven self-propelled,
semi-submersible (SPSS)
vessels. Designed specifi-
cally for smuggling, these
craft carry anywhere from

eight to 10 metric tons of
cocaine with a street value
of $300 million. The FBI
provided intelligence and
investigative resources in
siX of those seven cases.

For more information
about HATF-S: http://www.
Jiatfs.southcom.mil/

Smoky Mountains Fu-
gitive Task Force by
coordinating federal,
state, and local resourc-
es to protect our com-
munities from violent
offenders,” he added.

On scene as always
was our own Chief
Deputy and Lenoir
City Mayor Tony Aik-
ens. Aikens is retiring
at the end of the month.
The man doesn’t ever
seem to sleep and is
always ready to help
our community at all
times.

the effectiveness of the




