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Israel Gonzalez, 24
: Corinth Church Road
l.oudon, was charged
with Domestic As-
r_. sault, and False Im-
- prisonment.

Deputy Craig Brew-
-: er, met with victim at
Hope Way Loudon

on, Monrce and Surrounding Counties
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her Schlichting,
31, Homeless Lenoir
City, was charged with |
Man/Sell/Del/Resale
SCH. II, and Theft of
Property.

‘David Smith, 32,
Little Valley Road
Maynardville, was
charged with Criminal
Impersonation, Theft
of Property, and Fail-
ure to Appear.
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Deputy Robbie | |
patched to Hotchikiss Christopher Raper

et i

Valley Rd East and | g=
Happy Hollow rd for
a DAV. Deputy ar-
rived on scene to find
a Maroon Ford F150
on the side of the road
no onearound it. Dep-
uty ran the Tennessee
registration with dis-
patch. Dispatch ad-
vised that the truck was
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Thomas W. Lucas, Jr. that would make the
was such an effective nearby scrubland worth
liar that he was able to a fortune for those who
convince hundredsofin-  bought it ahead of time.
vestors—evenmembers Of course, there was
of his own family—that no “Frontier Disney,”
he had inside informa- as Lucas claimed, but
tion about a Disney re- using false documents,
sort 1o be built in Texas forged signatures, and

n ) ) hon esentations,
arion County Audit Finds County ie W)és a&; St?;)n Sécﬁet
Employee Profiting on Taxpayer Time

nearly $450,000 in real

The Tennessee government found that | estate fees over a four-
Comptroiler’s annual one county employee | Yol period and cause
audit of Marion County (see andit pg. 3
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(see meth pg. 2)

Investors to lose approx-

| Tennessee. She ad- |

vised that on this date

she was getting ready

_i_ for work and her boy-

friend Israel Gonzalez

prevented her from

leaving and made her
- (see domestic pg. 7) {srael Gonzalez

j_' ' Verse of the Day Obituaries

- |Ruth replied, “Don’t see inside

jurge me (o leave you or Wazzun

'to turn back from you. Talk about snow com-
j | Whereyou golIwill go, ing outta nowhere,
; and where youstay Iwill Wow! Looks like we
: stay. Your people will be might be getting some
‘my people and your God more too! Be safe

my God.” — Ruth 1:16
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M e

imately $20 million.

watch for slick spots.  morning. _
Veather Saturday Night Cloudy skies] ..o (3¢¢ fraud pg. 4)
Today: Rain likely. Thunder Sy, Will ‘become party, N flgHq 1)

cioudy later at night. A few)
flurries or snow showers
possible. Low 19F. ;
Sunday Some clouds in th
morning will give way tg
mainly sunny skies for th
Continued on page 6
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possible. High near 40F.
Tonight: Rain and snow in
the evening transitioning

to snow showers late. Low
20F.

Saturday Cloudy with snow
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oth tratfic stop with the vehicle
i under Interstate 75. Deputy
stolen out of Monroe County. made contact with the driver
Deputy drove up Hotchikiss Mrs. Heather Schlichting.
V&ﬂ?}’ Rd lgokmg for 4NyOnt  and a male passenger. Deputy
walking. Dispatch advised a placed into custody without

male and female was seen al incident. The male advised

the vehicle and ran up under he had no ID and stated that
the bridge. Deputy turned

et Paid To Wave!
Now Hiring Wavers at
Liberty Tax

Apply in person at Liberty
ax, Hast Broadway Lenoi
City or Hwy 321 Lenoir
City. Must be dependable
and ready to work.
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back onto Hotchikiss Vaﬂey : | Notice: The Daily Edition does not knowingly acﬁt fraudulent or mislead- &
and a date of birth . Deputy | ; terials. The Dai " .- .
Rd East from Oak Grove R puty | ing materiais. The Daily Edition cannot guarantee the validity of offerings or ¢

a tound a wallet in the drivers | statements contained herein. All liability for the contents of all advertising, and

to find the truck pl]ﬂiﬂg Onto seat of the truck with Mrs. © for any claims that may arise therefrom, is the responsibility of the advertiser or

'E road. De puty conducted meth cid. ne. _ its agency. The Dail_y Edition reserves the right to rfftject, edit, or abbreviate any
e e Watiiegt i MR shet iU sty 1 @dVertisement submitted. Advertising is accepted with the understanding that all
liability for all copyright violations is the sole responsibility of the advertiser.
Photographs, artwork and other copy submitted for publication is considered
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? | | the sole property of the advertiser. The Daily Edition will make every effort but
§ ; ,,if will not be liable for failure to publish and ad or for typographical and layout

i % g eITOrS. All statfzmeuts and mforma{:ion about hi ghlights featured items, letters to
% ; the e§1t0r, herein are those solely given to the interviewer or writer and the Dajl y
: : E Edifion assumes no responsibility of the accuracy or validity thereof. The Daily

Edition will gladly reprint at no charge that part of an advertisement in which an
error occurs provided a claim is made within 3 days of the first publication of the
: ad. Information contained in the Wazzup is received anonymous y and the Daily

| Edition assumes no responsibility for information and reserves the ri ght to edit
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: ; or reject any and/or all submissions. The Daily Edition is a daily newspaper of §

. | general circulation in Loudon County defined under TCA 2-1-104(a)(13). |
fﬁ e R S s { The Daily Edition also serves Monroe, Knox, Anderson, Roane and Blount coun-f
- Youve Tried The Rest ) i ties and serves 30,000 readers weekly. Send mail to PO Box 1240, Lenoir City
- Now Come Have The Bestlll | ~ TN37771.865-771-2249. email: dan1204us@yahoo.com
. - The Daily Edition is Loudon County’s prermier public interest and paid advertising paper. The
] e Accept RLL Compet - ¢ Dailly Edifion s produced and published daily Monday through Friday and is circulated through- |
1 out Loudon County and parts of Montoe and Knox Counties. Display advertising rates $5.00 per
986-3553 ikl LA f] i column inch and quantity discounts available. Call for information on upcoming promotions and |
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2010 Kia Soul Sporty, 4 cvi,
BL, A/C , Great On Gas, Like N
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2007 Dodge Ram 1500 Quad Cab, Thunder
Road PKG, 20 in.
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2010 Ford Escape Limited Leather, Alioy
Wheels, Heat, A/C, Luggage Rack, 79X,
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2011 Ford Ranger Low Miles, Tow Pkg, New
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2011 Dodge Grand Caravan DVD, Stow

| | ing, Luggage Rack, Tow PW, ' }
|| "o tugedag , Tow Pkg, PW, PL | Tires, A/C, Heat, Bed Liner. ' & Go, Loaded, Remote Doors, Rear A/C
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audit paid by five different com- fices. Some of the repeat is- with employees being paid to

was being paid by private PARICS to run backgmun SUES mciucjed multiple em- do background checks while
usmesseég thﬂe wgrk}:i)ng on checks. ﬁiudi‘mrs determined ployees using the same cash on taxpayer time,” Comptrol-
-- overnment fime. the deputy clerk performe drawer, not depositing funds ler Justin P, Wilson said. “This

Auditors found that 1 SOmﬁ of this WOrk dﬂﬂg within three -d.ays?,_a.ﬂd f&lhﬂg acﬁvﬁy ,iS not apprgpﬁgﬁe
depmy clerk in the Circuit pusiness hours and was p&l UE) _se_pamﬁe financial respon- and must be corrected. 1 am
and General Sessions Courts at least $36,617 over a five sibilities between more than also particularly concerned

Clerk office was personally 7 & period. A similar issue one person. - when I see half of a county
ety Was also noted in Bledsoe  The Comptroller’s audit government’s findings come

County’'s fiscal year 2015 au- report also includes recom- from repeat 1ssues.”

dit. This deficiency has been mendations to address each  To view the audit online, go
reviewed with the district at- of the findings. o: http://www.comptroller.

torney general. “Unfortunately, multiple tn.gov/repository/CA/2015/

| Ma_ﬂ_on County’s audit counties have now had issues (see audit ctd. pg. 5)

of concern, many of them re-

lated to financial operations.
Five of the ten findings were
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also noted in last year’s report |

but had not been corrected.

Auditors examined the
county’s operations for the
fiscal year ending June 30,
2015 and found several is-
sues spread across multiple
county departments and of-
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] | provide service for wrecks, DUI’s, breakdowns, etc. and|
| i [are on an on-cali basis for ser-
- : vice. This list is approved by !

| - The Sheriff.
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business,  purchased had acquired enough
land outright, believing land to make the deal
the Disney story. happen. He included
“There was not one the letters—complete
grain of truth in Lucas’ with forged Disney of-
presentations,” Velas- ficials” signatures—in
quez said, “but his pitch  his presentations to
was very elaborate, and investors, along with
it fooled a lot of people. detailed maps, concept
He duped his own fam- plans, and images that
ily.” were later discovered (o
L ucas claimedtohave be lifted from the Inter-
letters between Disney net, some from Disney
and a management firm  websites.
saying that the company  According

Jr.

“Thomas Lucas
fooled savvy investors

and very intelligent
people,” said Special
Agent Rick Velasaquez,
who investigated the
case from the FBI’s Dal-
las Division. “He was a
very believable guy.”
From 2006 to 2010,
i_ucas defrauded more
than 250 investors. He
claimed to have insider
formation regarding a
Disney resort and theme

park planned for a ru-
ral area about 50 miles
north of Dallas. He

was giving investors a
chance to buy surround-
ing land outright, or to
purchase options to buy
the land near the sup-
posed resort. The 65 1n-
vestors who purchased
options lost every cent
they  invested —more
than $8 million. Some
investors, ,ﬁﬂClUdmg with pald tax preparation. Valid at participating locations. Can-
Lucas’ father and uncle | not be comined with other offers or used toward past services.
in the fami y real estate Lo One coupon per return. Expires 2-15-15
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0 your taxes and we’ll hamn
»30 cash on the spot.
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cas, Disney planned to
maxe the big announce-
ment about the resort at
a Dallas Cowboys foot-
ball game on Th -
giving in 2006. When
that didn’t happen, he
told investors there

games, Velasquez said.
“He was just trying to
keep investors and po-
tential mvestors on the
hook.”

With each delay, Lu-
cas would sweeten the
pot with some new bo-
ous e-mail from a Dis-
ney executive or other
oit of tantalizing infor-
mation meant o0 per-
suade people the proj-
(see fraud ctd. pg. 5)

were delays. “Then the
announcement was go-
ing tc be Super Bow
2007, 2008. Then it
was Fourth of July at

lympic

the Beijing
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An Eagy Advance (BEA) is a $750 loan secured by your tax refund and is

offered by Republic Bank & Trust Company, member FDIC, to qualifying |
applicants. There are no fees or interest associated with the EA. Subject t{}
approval, Visit your Liberty office to learn more. Officer Expires 2-28-15.
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topher Lee Raper 1o- {5 manufacture meth. the household garbage made the arrest.

Christopher Raper, ca&edk at 'Cﬂaﬂ{e Road, amphetamine in the outside the r_esxdenc;e. audit ctd. from pg. 3
46, Clark Road Lenoir Lenm_f ity Used “O1” “one pot” method, two A Clﬁ.a t P lastic baggm
City, was charged with gzz ﬁiﬂs with blue bags of broken down Cqmammgl%mmpm_um FY 15MarionAFR .pdf
Promotion of Meth. white powde.ﬁ‘ thal jithium batieries with Nitrate, a set of digi- If you suspect fraud,
amphetamine Manu- Were E‘Sﬁé E:oﬂsaphon e lithium removed af scales, empty box waste or abuse of pub-
facture, and Poss. of off a one pot 10 Ie- (ihe lithium creates the ©f  Ppseudoephedrine, lic money in Tennes-
Drug Para, move discarded cheém- hemical reaction in and coffee filters were See, call the Comptrol-

icals from the cooKINg  ihe manufacturine nro- tound inside Christo- ler’s toll-iree hotlin
On January 14,2016 process, several empt . e P pher Lee Rapers bed- (800)  232-5454,
the TLoudon County cess), an empty bottle n or file a report online
Sheriff’s Office Nar- boxes of pseudoephed- fuel or lighter fluig ToOm. These items are P

rine and the empt other parapherna- used in the manufac- . www.comptroller.

cotics Unit and the tn.gov/hotline. Follow

Oth DTE conducted - blister packs from the lia like burnt tin foil ture of methamphet- us on twitterr @TN-

search warrant at the
residence of Chris-

tls pseudoephed- .4 hypodermic nee- amine.  Investigator ¢QT
rne 18 the pre-cursor §les were located in Shane Ezell LCSO
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fraud ctd. irom pg. 4

ect was still on track.
Eventually, mvestors
became suspicious, and
one made a complaint
to the FBI.

Velasquez, who spe-
cializes m financial
fraud cases, says the
scheme went on for so
long because Lucas was
believable—and  also
because nvestors could
not resist the temptation

Ak,

ey,

T T

P Th

: % e -of makin g iarge retumns

. on their money.

: i 5 When confronted by

| f yﬁ ame ' ﬁi é &ﬁ M 1 investigators about his
; .,

- claims, Lucas {falsely
- blamed the supposed
Disney information
ne recelved on a man
he met at a methadone
rehab chinic, who had
- since died. In 2014,
Lucas was indicted by
a federal grand jury on
seven counts of wire
fraud and one count of
lving to the FBI.
Last September, after
a jury trial in which Lu-
RO e - cas mamtatned his 1n-
g e ouilty on charees,
a judge sentenced the
35-year-old 17.5
years m prison. 1 hat
was a stiff sentence for
a white-collar crnime.”
Velasquez noted, “but
he defrauded a lot of

people and showed no
remorse.”
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incident. Victim is in with the first name McFarland appealing court’s decision to toss

| fear that Mr. Gonzalez David and was able his judgeship case to out his election loss
call mto work for the will do harm to her or to identify via license Lemmessee’s highest complaint. The court

day. During the day children if she returns picture. Mr. Smith ©OUIt does not have to hear
he had been accusing to the residence. Vic- then stated that he was  10M McFarland still the appeal.

her of several things tim and Mr. Gonzalez Wir. David Smith. nas his sights set on McFarland, a Kings-
§ and would threaten to are boyfriend and girl- The VIN number the circuit court judge on attorney, ran for
-_-; hit her with a stick that friend, reside together was ran and confirmed POSsiiion. circuit court judge of
| he had in hand. At one and have children in stolen out of Monroe  ©OR Friday, he asked he oth Judicial District
: point during the day he common. This did hap- County. he Tennessee Su- in2014.

; had swung the stick to pen in Loudon County Moneymakers Preme Court to hear e wag defeated by
hit her but hit the ceil- Tennessee. = Deputy Towed the truck and M8 appeal of a lower ke Pemberton.

__-_ ing light. The children Craig Brewer LCSO, a hold was placed for

then came in to the made the arrest. Monroe County. A

ij- room and he stopped . w19 from g, 2 search of Mrs. Schli-

trying to hit her. He o | chting’s wallet a small
._ went out on the porch ochlichting’s  license plastic bag was found

k- that afternoon and she 1nside. Deputy ran hiden inside  with

BT

“We Make The Difference You Can See”
Ltocallly Owned and Operated

was able to grab the Mr. Smith with Dis- white powder inside. | @uer 000 FrameeTn ==y oo |

RN AN
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children and a few patch and they could Mys. Schlichtin stated

things and ran out of notfind a license with it was Meth. This Did | Duer $
'3 the residence and was that name and date of Happen In Loudon [+ enoir Citvi
able 0 g0 to a place birth. Mrs. Schlichting County TN. End of 1On the corner of A & Depot Street, Lenoir City

:::_ of safety where she advised that the males report. Deputy Robbie |
::f‘ could finally call the name was David. Had [ ane LCSO, made the _
police and report the Dispaich run the male gyrest.  Serving Loudon County for over 40 years
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vie, auto, Gas Saver:! % Ford Fi90, 4xd, auto ' % sonneville, 6 cyl, Auts, few j -
= 299 down ¢ 1Daly $399 down | nayvments only $99 tovm -
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*See Dealer for details. All down payments
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