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The Case of the Stolen Stradivarius

When a 300-vear-old  Stradivar

violin valued at more than $3 mitlion
was stolen from Mibwaukee Symphony
Orchiestra concertmaster Frank Almond
last year, iInvestgators mlt atty behieved
the theft may have been the work of so-

phisticated art thieves. The trath turned

out 10 be much less Clamorous
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! of this rare mstrument goes down in the
2 ainals of the FBIc \1’{ Crume Team as
1 a onc-of-a-xKind case

When Almond emerged from a back

d door of a concert hall at Wisconsin Lu-
theran College last January, where he
had just performed. he was carrving the

‘Lipmskr Strad” —made by Antonio

Stradwart in 1715 amd iater named oy

the ”nl: hoviotinist Karol 1ipinsks who

plaved ti. As Almond swalked 1o his car,
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Corey  Carter, 37, Whit-
ney Drive Lenoir City, was
charged with Public Intoxi-
cation, Simple Poss. of SCH.
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Jessica Tallant, 36, Whit-
ney bDrive Lenoir City, was
charged with Public Inioxica-
fron
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ficer  Keith  Sennett
LCPD, was  dispatched to
Loves fruck Stop on a possi-
le intoxicated coupie. Unon
arrival and contact with the
couple Cory Carter and Jessi-
ca lallant, both was unsteady,
and had slurred speech. Corey
had Marijuana and Captain
Morgan Rum i his posses-
sien. Both was piaced under
arrest. Officer Keith Sennett
LCPD, made the arrest.

Theft

varn  Balding, 32, Hen-
derson Ave Cleveland, was
charged with Theft of Prop-
erty.

ames Wilson, 28, Highland
Ave Cleveland, was charged
with Theft of Property.

Officer Jason Felts LCPD,
responded to Walmart on a theft

. Upon arrival Officer made
contact with Loss Prevention
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been n the store took TV’s and

WO male that had

past ail points of sale. Officer
Jason Felts LCPIZ, placed Ryan
Balding and James Wilson un-
der arrest.

Police beat

~0oby Webb 26, Gairen Road
Madisenville, was charged wi
railure 10 Appear. Deputy Fric
Cartis LOSO . served a FTA Wa
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rant on Coby at the Loudon Jail.
Kimberly Reagan 26, Locust
street Lenoir City, was charged
with Theft of Property. Kim-
berly was observed by Dollar
General Store employee con-
ceal items in her purse and coat
pocket and left the store. items
totaled 29.50 dollars. Kim-
berly was placed under arrest.
Officer Tim Holloway LCPD.
madie the arrest.
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passed away January 272,
2015 at ner nhome after a
ong fight against cancer.
Joyce loved goll and play-
ing cards with her fam-
Iy and friends. She also
oved to travel. Preceded
in death by her parents., Ir-
win & Marie Fritz of New
Baltimore, M1 and broth-
er, Donald of Sterling
reignts, ML, Survivors
mclude her best friend
and husband of 50 vyears,
Withiam (Bill) Lewis: son
David (Kristi) Lewils and
Dana (Garrett) Wedlick:
grandchiidren Josh and
Tustin Lewis and Abi-
gatl and Jacob Wedlick;
brother and sister-in-law
Ken and Valerie Iritrz.
sister-in-law Dottie Fritz:
brother-in-law Bob (Dee)
Lewis and Jim (Anita)
Lewis and sister-in-law
aryann Chrisman;
many loving nieces and
nephews and very dear
friends. The family will
recetve friends on Friday,
February 6, 2015 from 5
- 7:30 p.m. with a Rosary
to follow at 7:30 p.m. at
Click Funeral Home
Cremattons - Tellico Vil-
age Chapel. Mass will be
heid on Saturday, bFebru-
ary 7, 2015 at 11 a.m. at
St. Thomas the Apostie
Catholic Church in Lenour
City, TN. Burial will take
piace atalater date in New
Baltimore, MI. In lieu of
Towers, memortals may
be made to the American
Cancer Society. Chck
Funeral Home & Crema-
tions 18 serving the family
of Joyce Lewis.
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(WO vatuable bows were
sttt missing

“One of my big con-
erns was now the viohin
was being stored,” Bass
said, Because the delicate
instrument might be c¢ritl-
*‘1;11'm£-3d m-' C}"itfﬁ‘-mﬁ
S and

others were w owed chat it
might ba‘.} rrreparaoly dam-

1
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Discarded violin case

Hours alier the Stradi-
varius  was stolen, Mil-
waukee Police Depart-
ment officers found the
violin's case discarded by
the side of the road.

In May 2014, Allah
pleaded guilty to felony
robbery for his role in
providing the stun gun (o
salahaydn. He is currently
serving a three-and-a-hali-
year prison term. Last No-

L7 )y Ty T el S TR TN T e i T - g M b R S e - T T T Lt St g T B, A it e B L e e Lyt

that, and he’s not one of
them.

And nearly two decades
carlier, Salahaydn was
tinked to a Milwaukee art
theft and was later con-
victea of receiving stolen
propeity after he tried to.
sell the stolen $25.000
culpture back to the gal-
lery years arter the crime.

In the end, Bass said,
the Stradivarius robbery
scheme was anything but

fak i "—I;.r'-i"'h'.l.'. =

than skill that the weap-
on tound its mark. Still,
Salatiavdn conducted ex-
tensive surveillance on
Almond and knew where
he and his family lived.
The crime was clearly pre-
meditated.

Almond, who has been
playing the Lipinski since
2008—on loan from an
anonymous  donor—was
thrilled to get the violin
pack. “This was a fanly

P e ST T ey R N . e e il S iy T
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v, he said recently. “But
re were sitver linings as

e

well, 1n large part because
of the unbelievable police
work and cooperation be
tween the Milwaukee

. PO-

see FBI conc.pg. 8

For Rent: 2
'y House,

Nine days after the vember, alahaydn  was  sophisticated. The Taser violeni and  traumatic
robbery, Salahaydn led  sentenced tosevenvearsin  was only good for one event for me and my fam-

a Ml
With a
fr(fn.n (he

Himbed

tvest g itors o
waukee home.
orrowed ladder

SWAT teain, Bass
through  a {31“211‘»*'1 space

11110 the attic and retrieved

the violin and ihc DOWS

wrapped (n a baby blanket
inside an old suitcase.
“f am by no means a
x-'iol'in expert,” Bass said,
“but because of our train-

ing, i1 could make an m-

formed opinton that i fact

itowas the Lipinskt. And
it appeared 10 be in great

prison atter Luliu plead-
ing gulity to the theft,
"My opinion is that the

shot, and on a winter night
when people wear heavy
hick

coats, it was more

robbery was all about the
reward money.,” Bass said.
“1 believe Salahaydn’s 1n-
tention was never to seli
the violin. There are only
a handful of people in the
entire world who could do
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