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tion for his cooperation
with law enforcement.
But  a  long-term,
multi-agency mvestiga-
Lion eventuaily proved
that Kabon Savage was
responsible for those six
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Zackery  Qeagley, 21,
Freedmon Street Loudon, was
charged with Driving on Re-
voked License. Oﬂ;cer Bran-
don Nix LLPD, was dispatched
Lo the area of Robinson Drive
for a  possible harassment.
Complamant advised dispatch
r_lm Zackery was  follow-
ing the complainant and was
threating to do bodiy harm.
ii wlainant  advised that
Zac l\ﬁ*w was driving a silver
vehicle. Officer made a traffic
stop on the vehicle and made
contact with Zackery a check
of his license revealed them
to be suspended for failure to
safisty citation. Zackery was
placed under arrvest. Officer
Brandon Nix LPD. made the
arrest.

Bl
in  the firebombing deaths
was sentenced to 40 years in

prison, anc Savage "mmself ,
convicted in 2013 on mur-

Burning
?@E T

i

der and racketeering charges,
eventually received the death
sentence,

In the late 1990s, Kaboni—
then a small-time drug deal-
er-—began buying cocaine in
bulk and building his criminal
organization. He was making
a name for himself, especially
for his often-brutal methods
of operation-— which includ-
ed murders, beatings, kidnap-
pings. and th_zeats-_-agmnst
anyone whno crossed him (cus-
tomers, rival gang members,
his own underlings, even law
enforcement).

Law enforcement, howey-
er, had Kabr:; N1 In their cross
hairs, and he and his organiza-
tion soon became the focus of
an investigation by the Phila-
aelphia FBI's Safe Streets
Task Force, made up of local,
state, and federal agencies. In
viay 2004, Kaboni and others
were ndicted for conspiring
(o cmribhte {:Qamm money

ket Trick |
P@mﬁed A&'b@r st

Seving the Foothills area
for over 10 years
F?ree i‘"’%iima‘i‘e%

.........
1 & T NIy

gﬂiij ECE H}ﬂ ¢

1amd ering, firearms foen%c;
and later on, witness intimida-
tron. The perpetrators were ar-
rested and held for trial.

it was from jail that Savage
orchestrated the arson murder
of six members of Eugene
Coleman’s family. Coleman,
a member of Smagﬁ S gang
who was among those named
in the May 2004 indictment,
had agreed to cooperate in
the case. Through visits with
'ffamﬂy members —including
his sister, Kidada—and sur-
repiittous phooe calls with
other gang members, Savage
planned the murders and SO—
licited the help of his siste
and two other oang me}.rz~
bers—Lamont Lewis and
Robert Merritt. Kidada Sav-

age passed the plan on to the
other two and identified the
Coleman home. Then Lewis
and Merritt, in the early morn-
inng hours s::af Uctober 9, 2004
drove to the Philadelphia row
nouse, fired warning shots

imnto the residence, and threw
mofu 1]

Locaily Owned and
Dperated

Lowest Rates
Around!!]

gasoline cans witha____

mmay 25, ,;..O

o e i e SR

]H clo?fl tuse into the uom@
After extinguishing the
flames, the fire department
tound the bodies of six vie-
tims—Coleman’s  54-year-
old mother, his 15-month-old
son, and tour other relafives.
mdmmﬁ a lU-year-old girl
and 12- and 15- -year-old boaﬂ-
(Coleman was incarcerated at
thetime of the arson.) Through
mvestigative techniques like
cmﬁ_t~auth0umd electronio
survetllance and the use of in-
formants, members of the task
force were eventually able t
coilect evidence—some of
it In Kaboni Savage's own
woras—ot now the plot was
hatched and carried out.
Kabonl Savage and four of
his associates went 1o trial in
November 2004 on the initial
drug trafficking charges-— 14
others had fﬂmadv ':alea oULy
before trial—and were con-
victed and sentenced. Eventu-
aily, though, Kaboni Savage
and a numbel of his associ-
ates —including Kidada Sav-
{see 1 ctd. pg. ’?;
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