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Two men were caught al-
legedly trying to steal a rid-
img lawn mower Friday after
a citizen called them in and
police arrived as the mower
was being loaded. One of the
men tried to run away, but af-
ter being stopped by a K9 of-
ficer admitted fo trying to take
the mower because he was on
dope.

imothy Charles Counts,
49, Mapile Lane, LLoudon was
charged with theft of property
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Police arrested a Maryville
woman {uesday after she re-
portedly stole over $50 worth

(see Purkev pg. 6)
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see Caught pg. 4)
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When Deputy Billy Hall
stopped a vehicle along I-75
for speeding, he found over 40
grams of marijuana in the trunk
after glimpsing a pot pipe and
pill bottle in the glove box and
asking the owner for consent
to search.

Christifer Michael Love, 30,
Ely Road, Hixson, Tennessee
was charged with felony pos-
session of marljuana.
see Love pg.

A young local woman was
jatled Sunday after she report-
edly ran a stop sign, then made
a U-turn n front of Deputy
Billy Halli and when stopped
was found to be under the in-
fluence.

Chelsey Dodson, 21, Sink-
ing Creek Road, Lenoir City
o0 e ol was charged with DUI 1st of-
- e | fense,

. “ According to records, Sun-
(see Dodson pg. 3)
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nAlabama resenting their residency in or- care insurance benefits. General (OIG) announced the
.dw1th misrep- der to obtain TennCare health-  The Office of Inspector (see Fraud pg. 7)
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day, around 2:34 AM, Deputy
Billy Hall, LCSO witnessed a
yellow Ford Mustang tail to stop

at the stop sign on Morganton

Road at East Coast Tellico Park-
way. The vehicle then made a U
turn in the intersection and sped
back up Morganton Road.

Hall foliowed the Mustang
for approximately one mile at
speeds between 50 to 60 mph 1n
a 45 mph zone. It was all over
the roadway and crossed the
center line dozens of times.

When the deputy activated
his emergency lights the vehicle
slowed to 30 mph and continued

to drive 1n an erratic manner,

but didﬂ L stop f(:)r the Ofﬁcel
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He tumed on his audible wamn-

ing device and the car continued
down Morganton Road for about
a mile and finally pulled over in

the parking lot of e Greenback
Fire Hall.

The driver was identified as
Chelsey Dodson. She had glassy
eyes and it appeared she had
been crying. Ms. Dodson also
appeared confused and had slow
speech. She told Deputy Hali
she hadn’t been drinking.

When Dodson got out of her
car she was unsteady on her feet
and had to use the car for bal-
ance. Dodson had an odor of an

alcoholic beverage on her person
and did poorly on all field sobri-

ety tasks She stumbl ed several

|After 10 years C&J Auto Sales|
' has moved to a New Location
SAME PEOPLE9 SAMEQLITSERVICE -
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“Discover A Proven Value That Gives Positive Results’™

Import & Domestic

We Specialize In Computer Controlled & Overdrive Transmissions

_____

Lift Inspection -
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200 W. Broadway
Lenotr City

Keeping pace with today’s technology™
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tlmes durmg the tasks and ad—

mutted to drinking 1 beer. -
Mustang all over the road,
driver charged
~Ms. Dodson consented to gwe
blood and was transported to the
ER for a blood draw and then to
the Loudon County Jail.

Cleveland, Tenn. Hosts State

Arbor Day Celebration

- Cleveland — Recognizing the
importance of trees to Tennessee,
Governor Bill Haslam recently
signed a proclamation declaring
March 4, as Arbor Day. Arbor
Day 1s a nationally-celebrated
observance that encourages tree
planting and care. This year’s
state celebration will be held
m Cleveland, a Tree City USA
community.

“Arbor Day is 1mp01'tant for
remindmg us of the value of trees
not only to our rural environment
but to our urban areas as well,”
said state Agriculture Commis-
stoner Julius Johnson. “TDA is
commutted to improving forest
resources 1n Tennessee that con-
tribute greatly to our local econo-
my and environment.”

Cleveland earned the honor of
hosting this year’s State Arbor

Day celebration by being recog-

mzed as the state of Tennessee’s
Tree Board of the Year in 2010.
A tree board 1s a group of local

citizens with an interest and con-

cern for their community’s trees.
They are appointed by the city
to advise and assist in caring for

trees In the corrunumty and are

Siding & Gutters

e e o —— —_— — —

a mqmrement for achlevmg Tlee
City USA designation by the Ar-
bor Day Foundation.

The Arbor Day celebration

will take place at the Allan Jones

Creek Ridge Pavilion on March
4at 11 am. EST. This year’s cer-
emony will recognize the City of
Cleveland as a Tree City USA,
Cleveland Utilities as a Tree Line
USA and Cleveland State Com-
munity as a Tree Campus USA.

Founded by J. Sterling Morton

in Nebraska m 1872, National
Arbor Day 1s celebrated each
year on the last Friday in April. A
number of state Arbor Days are
celebrated at different times of
the year to coincide with the best
tree planting weather. Tennessee
celebrates Arbor Day the first
Friday of March every year.
- TDA’s Division of Forestry
works to protect the forests that
cover half the state and provides
more than 42000 jobs. Forests
help promote clean water, wild-
lite habitat and recreation. Last
year, TDA awarded more than
$200,000 in Tennessee Agri-
cultural Enhancement Program
community tree planting grants
for 26 projects. These grants
assist cities and towns in main-
taming and increasing thelr tree
resource.

For more information on the
Tennessee Division of Forestry,
visit  www.TIN.gov/agriculture/
forestry. For more information
on Arbor Day, visit www.arbor-
day org
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Joseph Edward Russell, 46,
homeless, was charged with
theft of property and evading
arrest.

According to records, the
Loudon County Sheriff’s Of-
fice recetved a call Friday
about a suspicious vehicle oc-
cupled by two men on watson
Road in Loudon. When Dep-
uty Michael Watkins, L.CSO
arrived in the area, the caller
who was still on the line, stat-
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ed it appeared the men were
trying to steal a lawn mower
from 3056 Watson Road.

The deputy made contact
with a black Nissan truck and
a man was at the rear of the
vehicle trying to load a lawn
mower Into it. When he saw
the patrol car he took ottf on
toot.

Deputy Watkins exited his
vehicle and vyelled a loud
verbal command 1dentifying
himself as a K9 unit and told

the man to stop or he would
release the K9.
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The man entered into a thick
area of brush and never came
out the other side, so Deputy
Watkins took K9 Denaro to
the area of the brush and gave
another warning to come out
or he was going to release the
K9 and the man refused.

Due to the severity of the
crime and the safety of him-
self, the officer deployed K9
Denaro to apprehend the man,
which he did by taking hold of
him in the buttock area. The
man struck the K9 causing the
K9 to let go and reengage on
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the arm area. _

The man began being coop-
erative then, and the K9 was
released and the man taken
into custody. He was 1denti-
fied as Joeseph bEdward Rus-
sell and he told the deputy
the reason he was stealing
the lawn mower was because
“he was on dope.” EMS was
called to the scene in order to
give Mr. Russell treatment for
his injuries.

The other man was found
laying in a wooded area and
was taken into custody as well.
He was identified as Timothy
Charles Counts. -

The investigation was turned
over to Investigator Charles
Cosner, LCSO-CID. During
the investigation, the owner
of the riding lawn mower was
located and gave a statement
that he did not give permis-
ston to anyone to take his rid-
ing lawn mower. The mower

was valued at approximately
$1300. '

Police Beat

Cindy Denise Padgett, 53,
Cedar  Street, Loudon was
charged with public intoxica-
tion.

According to reports, Of-
ficer Blake Norman, LPD re-
sponded to a 911 call Monday,
at a residence on Cedar Street.
When the officer arrived, he
spoke with Mrs. Padgett on
the front porch.

Padgett had a strong odor
of an alcoholic beverage on
her person and was very bel-
ligerent. She told the otficer’s
when they left, she was going
to cause problems and then
she started yelling at her boy-
friend while officer’'s were

frying to talk to her.
Padgett did not comply with
officers and was srrested for

Heather LeeAnne Harrison,
26,0ld Maryvilie was charged
with violation of probation.

Deputy C. Huskin, LCSO
made the arrest Sunday, at the
Blount County Jail.
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urkey

of steaks from a Lenoir
Ity grocery store.
Tammy Cectlia Pur-
key, 49, West Odell
Lane, Maryville was
charged Tuesday with
theft under $500.
According to records,
Food City Security ob-
served Ms. Purkey se-
tecting and concealing
steaks in her purse.

-----

';'r “3'“3

: ® Belts

i ® Filters

1 ® Wipers
¢ ® Tune Ups
. © Brakes

Purkey was appre-
hended at the front of
the store with merchan-
dise totaling $56.56.
Officer Rick Eubanks,

LCPD responded to the
scene and made the ar-

rest.

Call
The Daily Edition

771-2249
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e Full Engine Repair

e All Check Engine Lights
e Tammg Bei‘i‘s




Bt L B B B ] L R

S, W TR

L AL N L L AL R

I Rl Rl i i L L

N T T A=A ETEETEIN STy T TRy T

o DETTEIESE T

BLEL B ke

L B b B b I i

AL L E

L E T ey e L e, A R e T = L g r g L 1 T LR P T T s A o R T g 1 | e T, R T

—

Fraud

arrest of Christopher

1. Smith, 31, and Brit-
tany J. Smith, 23, both
of Bridgeport, Alabama.
The Bndgeport Police
Department and the
Marion County Shertff s
Oftfice assisted with the
arrests.

Both Christopher an
Brittany were indicte
by a Marion Count
Grand Jury and charge
with TennCare frau
tor falsely claiming to
reside in Tennessee and
tailing to notify the state
that their household resi-
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dence is actually in Ala-
bama.

The TennCare fraud

charges against both
Christopher and Brittany
could result in a two year
sentence, it convicted.
District Attorney Gen-
cral J. Michael Taylor is
prosecuting.
- “"We will prosecute
anyone who  know-
imgly misrepresents
their mcome, address
or employment to gain
TennCare benefits,” In-
spector General Debo-
rah Faulkner said.

The OIG, which is
separate from TennCare,
began full operation In
February 2005 and has
investigated cases lead-
ing to over $2.5 million
paid in restitution and re-
coupment o TennCare,
with a total estimated
cost avoldance of over
$171 million for the
TennCare program, ac-
cording to latest figures.
To date, over 1,300 peo-
ple have been charged
with TennCare {raud.

Through e OIG
Cash for Tips
established by the Leg-
islature,  Tennesseans
can get cash rewards
for TennCare fraud tips
that lead to convictions.
Anyone can report sus-
pected TennCare fraud

y calling 1-800-433-
3982 toll-iree from any-
where 1n Tennessee, or
log on to www.tn.gov/
tnoig and follow the
prompts that read “Re-

Quality Plumbing
Call Mike
365-635-1114

ter
Service
refurbished laptops

starting at $149.95 + tax
Call 423-836-7613

Program
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port TennCare Fraud.”
Love

Matthew Dean Al-
exander, 29, Wynwood
Avenue, East Ridge, Ten-
nessee was arrested on
charges 1ssued in Hamil-
ton County.

The report states, Sat-
urday, at approximate
4:05 AM, Deputy Bi
Hall, 1.CSO observed a
yellow vehicle traveling
south on Interstate 75
around the 70 mile mark-
er. According to radar
the vehicle was doing 74
mph in a 65 mph zone.
Deputy Hall stopped it at
the 68 mile marker.

There was an odor of
marijuana emitting from
the vehicle and when the
passenger opened the

love box Deputy Hal

saw a martjuana pipe and

a pill bottle containing
marijuana. o
The driver was identi-
fied as Chnstifer Love.
The passenger was Mat-
thew Dean Alexander.
After securing Love
and Alexander, Deputy
Hall conducted a prob-
able cause search and
discovered a plastic bag
with a large amount of
marijuana mn the ftrunk
area of the vehicle.
Chrstifer Love claimed
it as his. The total weight
of the marijuana was 43

Living, 3BR, 2Ba
CH&A, Call 2654
158-5171 after 6pml
or 865-388-9403 be-
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I will buy coin
collections and/or
stiver coins.
Call Troy bet.
6:15pm-8:30pm.
423-442-2686




